The Freight Mobility Plan will guide the region’s efforts to develop a
freight transportation system that provides safe, reliable, efficient
and sustainable freight mobility and supports the region’s anticipated
economic growth. Initiated in 2015, the 2016 Greater Charlotte
Regional Freight Mobility plan will enhance the economic
competitiveness of the Charlotte region by developing an integrated,
multimodal freight transportation system that will support the
region’s economic growth, foster job creation, and provide the
mechanisms to maintain and improve the quality of life for the
region’s residents. The purpose of the plan is to strengthen the
connection between the region’s key freight transportation assets,
core industries, and land use development.

2012 Quick Freight Stats:

Representing a comprehensive planning effort including consideration
of the region’s continuing population and economic growth and the
resulting demands placed on the region’s land development pattern
and transportation systems.
For the Charlotte region, freight
mobility planning is critical to help the region’s planning organizations
and leaders balance current and future demands for freight mobility,
economic growth, and land development.
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The Freight Mobility Plan includes a set of strategic recommendations and guidance for the region’s
transportation planning organizations, local and regional governments, and the private sector to
implement. These will help local companies and the region be more economically competitive by making
sound improvements to the freight transportation system, and enhancing land use and site selection
decisions.

The nexus between freight, multimodal transportation, and land use is an
essential building block in the Charlotte region - supporting economic and
population growth, and those businesses and jobs that help to make this area a
great place to live and work.

2015-2045 Quick Freight Forecasts:
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PLANNING REGION
The Freight Mobility Plan project region is comprised of 14-counties in North and
South Carolina. Coordinated by Centralina Council of Governments (CCOG) the
Freight Mobility Plan was developed in partnership with the region’s Transportation
Planning Organizations, Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce Economic Development Administration, N.C. and S.C. Departments of
Transportation, local governments, economic development organizations, and private
rail and trucking companies, and logistics and distribution firms.
The plan serves urban, suburban, and rural areas of the region by aiding in the
understanding of current and future levels of freight network activity, defining
feasible solutions supported by the private sector, identifying new technologies to
improve freight flow and attract new businesses to the region, and guiding the
region’s investments in freight infrastructure.

GREATER CHARLOTTE REGION STRATEGIC FREIGHT NETWORK
Within the Greater Charlotte Region there are a number of key road, rail and air
freight facilities and infrastructure. The regional Strategic Freight Network (SFN) is a
system of infrastructure that are critical to the successful movement of freight in the
region.

ROAD
Interstates, highways designated by NCDOT and SCDOT as either
truck routes or on the strategic statewide freight network, local roads
critical to local freight movement, and intermodal connectors
approved by the National Highway System.
RAIL
All active freight railroads and intermodal rail terminals which includes
Norfolk Southern and CSXT, two Class 1 railroads, connecting the
region to ports in Charleston, Savannah, and Wilmington. As well as 7
short-line railroads operating in the region, and NC and SC.
AIR
The Charlotte Douglas International (CLT) and Concord Regional
Airports are the region’s two commercial service airports.

The Freight Plan recommendations
focus on the

STRATEGIC FREIGHT NETWORK
for maintenance, operations, and
capacity improvements.

Freight is the economy in motion.
Reliable and efficient freight transportation
networks connect businesses in this region
with customers and markets, ensures ontime deliveries of goods and services, and
provides access for employees and
customers. Maintaining and improving the
freight transportation system is critical.

Greater Charlotte Regiona l Freight Mobility Pla n

The Freight Mobility Plan includes recommendations that
support the region’s vision to enhance the region’s economic
competitiveness by developing an integrated, multi-modal
freight transportation system. Recommendations are grouped
into 3 categories:

FUNDING & PROJECT
PARTNERS

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS to improve the freight
truck, rail, and air networks.
These are infrastructure
improvements that will require additional project scoping.

REGIONAL PROGRAMS to improve how freight systems
operate. These are programs designed to determine if a
planning effort and additional analysis is necessary in order to
define the actions needed.

LOCAL POLICIES to promote the region’s assets and to
encourage land use and site selection efficiencies. These are
policy changes on the local, regional, or state level that
require action by a governing body.

The efficient, reliable, and safe movement of goods is critical
to the continued growth of our regional and local economies.
Implementation of the plan’s recommendations will require
coordination from local, regional, state and national partners,
involving both public and private sectors.
Centralina Council of Governments will continue to lead the
Regional Freight Mobility project and will coordinate with the
project partners to begin outreach and education activities to
key organizations and agencies to inform them of the plan’s
outcomes, as well as gain their commitment to help implement
recommendations.
In addition, the Freight Advisory
Committee, comprised of freight related private sector
representatives, will guide the project partners in the
implementation
of
the
plan’s
recommendations and identification
of future needs and trends in the
freight industry.

Contact Information

Cabarrus County
City of Albemarle
City of Belmont
City of Charlotte
City of Gastonia
City of Monroe
City of Mount Holly
City of Statesville
Gaston County
Iredell County

For more information and to download the Greater Charlotte Regional Freight Mobility Plan,
please visit http://www.centralina.org/regional-planning/transportation/freight/
or contact Jessica Hill - Senior Planner at 704.348.2731 or jhill@centralina.org

Mecklenburg County
Stanly County
Town of Cornelius
Town of Davidson
Town of Huntersville
Town of Matthews
Town of Mooresville
Town of Stallings
Town of Wadesboro

