GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN

Metropolitan Planning Organization

TECHNICAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE (TCC)
VIRTUAL MEETING

Wednesday, September 8, 2021
10:00 AM

Click on the link below to join the meeting from a computer, tablet or
smartphone.

https://us02web.zoom.us/|/85631248946?pwd=VE50cTRQZmMFBTy9ab29hbTRaMGZgUT09

Or dial 1-301-715-8592 to join using your phone.
Meeting ID: 856-3124-8946 Passcode: 369663

Introduction of Members & Guests

Determination of Quorum and Good Standing

Set Agenda

Approval of July 14, 2021 Minutes

Public Comment

Consent Agenda—2020-2029 TIP Administrative Modifications
CONNECT Beyond Recommendations

2020-2029 TIP / 2045 MTP Amendments

2050 MTP—Fiscally-Constrained Project Lists

10.FY 22 Call for Special Studies / FY 21-22 UPWP Amendment
11.Other Business

a) P6 Update

b) NCDOT Update—Division 12 Staff and TPD MPO Coordinator
c) Transit Ridership Update

© 0N Ok DR

TCC Members:

City of Belmont, City of Bessemer City, Town of Boiling Springs, City of Cherryville, Town of Cramerton, Town of Dallas, City of Gastonia (3),
City of Kings Mountain, City of Lincolnton, City of Lowell, City of Mount Holly, Town of Ranlo, City of Shelby, Town of Stanley, Cleveland County,
Gaston County, Lincoln County, Gastonia Transit, Gaston County ACCESS, Cleveland County EDP, Gaston EDC, Lincoln EDA, NCDOT-TPB, NCDOT-Div. 12,
NCDOT-PTD, Transportation Administration of Cleveland County, Transportation Lincoln County


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85631248946?pwd=VE50cTRQZmFBTy9ab29hbTRaMGZqUT09

Page left blank intentionally.



GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN

\/5©,

Metropolitan Planning Organization

Post Office Box 1748 150 South York Street

Gastonia, North Carolina 28053 Gastonia, North Carolina 28052

Phone (704) 854-6604 Fax (704) 869-1960
AGENDA

The Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) of the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) will meet virtually on Wednesday, September 8, 2021 at 10:00 AM.
Instructions on how to join the meeting are included on the cover. The following is the agenda
for the meeting:

1. Introduction of Members & Guests
Presenter: Andrew Bryant, TCC Chair

A roll call will be conducted and all guests shall introduce themselves at this time.

2. Determination of Quorum and Good Standing
Presenter: Andrew Bryant, TCC Chair

Voting members must be in Good Standing to vote. TCC Bylaws define a quorum as the
presence of 51% of voting members in Good Standing representing the local municipalities,
counties, and public transit providers. This requires attendance of at least twelve (12) of the
members listed below that are in Good Standing:

] City of Gastonia (3/3)
] City of Kings Mountain
] City of Lincolnton

] City of Lowell

] City of Mount Holly

] Town of Ranlo

] City of Shelby

] Town of Stanley

] City of Belmont

] City of Bessemer City

] Town of Boiling Springs
] City of Cherryville

] Town of Cramerton

] Town of Dallas

] City of Gastonia (1/3)

] City of Gastonia (2/3)

] County of Cleveland
] County of Gaston

] County of Lincoln

] Gastonia Transit

] Gaston ACCESS

] TACC*

] TLC

— p— — p— p— p— p— p—
— p— p— p— p— p— p—

[
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As specified in the Bylaws, voting members listed below do not count towards the quorum:
[ ]Cleveland County EDP* [ ]Lincoln EDA [ ] NCDOT Division 12
[ ]Gaston EDC [ 1 NCDOT TPD [ ] NCDOT IMD

*Not in Good Standing (missed three or more consecutive meetings). Voting rights are
reinstated once a member has attended two consecutive meetings.

3. Set Agenda
Presenter: Andrew Bryant, TCC Chair

The agenda needs to be set to include adding “New” or “Other Business.”

4. Approval of Minutes
Presenter: Andrew Bryant, TCC Chair

Review and adopt the minutes from the TCC meeting of July 14, 2021.

ACTION REQUESTED: Approve as presented.
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5. Public Comment
Presenter: Andrew Bryant, TCC Chair

Any public comment will be presented and addressed at this time. Public comment should be
kept to a reasonable period of time.

CONSENT AGENDA

6. 2020-2029 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) — Administrative Modifications
All projects receiving federal funding must be in the GCLMPQO’s TIP and the NCDOT’s State
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The federal regulations also require that
project schedules and funding amounts be consistent between the TIP and the STIP.

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend approval of 2020-2029 TIP Administrative Modifications.

REGULAR AGENDA

7. CONNECT Beyond Recommendations
Presenters: Jason Wager, Principal Planner, Centralina Regional Council
Jason Lawrence, Senior Transportation Planner, Charlotte Area Transit System
CONNECT Beyond recently released its draft plan and is receiving feedback from the public
and stakeholders. Project Team Members will be presenting an overview of the project and
highlighting key plan recommendations.

ACTION REQUESTED: For information only at this time.

8. 2020-2029 TIP / 2045 MTP Amendments
Presenter: Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner

The GCLMPQ’s Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and 2045 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan (MTP) need to be amended to reflect modifications that have been made
to the 2020-2029 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend approval of the 2020-2029 TIP and 2045 MTP
Amendments to be released for a 30-day public comment period (October 1-30, 2021).

9. 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Fiscally-Constrained Project Lists
Presenter: Julio Paredes, Planner

Utilizing approved ranking criteria and financial assumptions, fiscally-constrained project lists
for highway, bicycle and pedestrian, aviation, and public transportation were developed for
the draft 2050 MTP and released for public comment from August 2 — 31, 2021.

ACTION REQUESTED: Approve responses to public comments received.
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10. FY 22 Call for Special Studies / FY 21-22 UPWP Amendment

11.

12.

Presenter: Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner

On August 18, the GCLMPO issued a Call for Applications for FY 22 Special Studies. A total of
$60,000 in Planning (PL) Funds (+ 20% local match) is available to program for a local
transportation planning activity. The FY 21-22 UPWP will need to be amended to program
this funding.

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend approval of a subcommittee to review applications and
rank prior to the September 23 MPO Board Meeting.

Other Business
a. P6 Update
b. NCDOT Update — Division 12 Staff and TPD MPO Coordinator
c. Transit Systems Ridership

Adjournment

In accordance with DOT Order 1050.2A, the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning
Organization (GCLMPO) assures the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) that
no person shall, on the ground of race, color, national origin, sex, creed, age, or disability, as
provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 and
related nondiscrimination authorities, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits
of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination or retaliation under any program or activity
undertaken by GCLMPO.

Individuals requiring special accommodations when attending this public meeting and/or if this
information is needed in an alternative format because of a disability, should contact the City of
Gastonia Human Resources Department, located in City Hall at 181 S. South Street, telephone
(704-866-6786), fax (704-836-0022) or by email: judys@cityofgastonia.com. The Human
Resources Department requests at least 72 hours’ notice prior to the meeting to make the
appropriate arrangements.


mailto:judys@cityofgastonia.com
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GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (GCLMPO)
TECHNICAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE (TCC)
Virtual Meeting
July 14, 2021

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) was held on Wednesday, July 14, 2021, from 10:00 am until 10:40 am
via Zoom.

Members Present
Alex Blackburn
Jonathan Blanton
Rusty Bost
Dominique Boyd
Andrew Bryant
Stephane Costner
Shelley DeHart
Brian DuPont
Laura Elam
Tiffany Faro

Juan Garcia
Donald Ghantt
Stuart Gilbert
Jason Green
Olga Grishin
Nolan Groce
Kimberly Herndon
Nathan Hester
Dean Ledbetter
Quentin McPhatter
Chris Martin
Gregory Moyer
Anil Panicker
Jason Thompson
David Williams
Vincent Wong

Staff Present
Randi Gates
Julio Paredes
Kristen Wheeler

Guests Present
Loretta Barren
Blake Guffey
Eric Keravuori

City of Lowell, Planning Director

Town of Ranlo, Town Administrator

City of Gastonia, Development Services Director
NCDOT-TPD, GCLMPO Coordinator

Lincoln County, Planning Director, TCC Chair

Transportation Administration of Cleveland County, Director
City of Belmont, Planning Director

City of Mount Holly, Assistant Planning Director

City of Lincolnton, Planning Director

City of Belmont, Associate Planner

Gaston County, Senior Transportation Planner/Data Analyst
Transportation Lincoln County, Operations Supervisor

Kings Mountain, Planning Director

Town of Ranlo, Public Works Director

Town of Stanley, Town Clerk

Town of Dallas, Development Services Director

City of Kings Mtn., Planner

Bessemer City, Code Enforcement Officer

NCDOT Program Dev. Branch, Corridor Development Engineer
City of Gastonia, Assistant City Manager

Cleveland County, Planning Director

City of Gastonia, Civil Engineer Il

NCDOT Div. 12, Planning Engineer

City of Gastonia, Planning Director

Gaston County, Comm. Affairs & Development Administrator
City of Gastonia, Director of Comm. Dev. And Innovation

GCLMPO, Principal Transportation Planner
GCLMPO, Planner
GCLMPO, Administrative Assistant

FHWA, Planner
NCDOT Div. 12, Division Engineer

Summit Design & Engineering Services, Municipal Project Manager



Absences (x = Absent) / Not in Good Standing

July | Sept | Nov | Jan Mar | May | July

Member 2020 | 2020 | 2020 | 2021 | 2021 | 2021 | 2021

City ofBelmont | -

City of Bessemer City

Town of Boiling Springs | —==m | - X X | e |-

City of Cherryville

Town of Cramerton X

Town of Dallas

City of Gastonia (Planning)

City of Gastonia (Engineering)

City of Gastonia (Econ. Dev.)

City of Kings Mountain X

City of Lincolnton | e | e X

City of Lowell

City of Mount Holly

Town of Ranlo

City ofsheloy | = | e X X | = | - X

TownofStanley ] - X

Cleveland County

Gaston County

Lincoln County

Gastonia Transit

Gaston County ACCESS X
Transportation Administration of Cleveland County X X X | -
Transportation Lincoln County X | = X

Cleveland County Economic Development Partnership X X X | - X

Gaston County Economic Development Commission X X X
Lincoln County Economic Development Association | ------ | ------ X X | -

NCDOT Division 12

NCDOT Integrated Mobility Division X X X | e | - X X

NCDOT Transportation Planning Branch

1. Introduction of Members and Guests
Presenter: Andrew Bryant, TCC Chair
Mr. Bryant welcomed all members and guests and a roll call was conducted.

2. Set Agenda
Presenter: Andrew Bryant, TCC Chair

The agenda was set at this time.

3. Determination of Quorum and Good Standing
Presenter: Andrew Bryant, TCC Chair
Mrs. Gates determined that a quorum had been met.

4. Approval of Minutes
Presenter: Andrew Bryant, TCC Chair
Mr. Bryant asked for a motion to approve the May 12, 2021 meeting minutes as presented.

Mr. DuPont motioned to recommend approval of the May 12, 2021 minutes as presented. Mr.



Williams seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

5. Public Comment Period
Presenter: Andrew Bryant, TCC Chair
There were no public comments at this time.

CONSENT AGENDA

6. 2020-2029 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) — Administrative Modifications
Presenter: Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner
The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) identifies the transportation projects that GCLMPO and
NCDOT plan to undertake over the next ten years. All projects receiving federal funding must be in the
GCLMPO’s TIP and the NCDOT’s State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). Federal regulations also
require that project schedules and funding amounts be consistent between the TIP and the STIP.

Administrative Modifications do not require documentation of public review or comment, re-demonstration
of fiscal constraint, or a transportation conformity determination. These amendments have been made by
NCDOT to the STIP so the MPO needs to do the same to the TIP in order for them to match.

Tiffany Faro observed that the I-85 Widening has been shifted forward but it doesn’t appear that U-3608 has
been moved up with it. Mrs. Gates noted that some projects are not on the list due to requiring public
comment periods or conformity determination so that project could be one of those. Mrs. Gates stated that
she would follow up with Ms. Faro after the meeting with more information.

Mr. DuPont motioned to recommend approval of the 2020-2029 TIP Administrative Modifications as
presented. Mr. Williams seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

REGULAR AGENDA

7. 2020-2029 TIP Formal Amendment — C-5600 and C-5601
Presenter: Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner
The GCLMPOQO’s 2020-2029 TIP needs to be amended to include funding for various Congestion Mitigation and
Air Quality (CMAQ) projects across the state. This funding is new and required to go through a formal process,
including a public comment period. A public comment period was held from June 1 - June 30; there were
no public comments received during that time.

Projects within the GCLMPO area include the following:
e C-5600G - Installation of CCTVs, fiber optic cable and wireless communication devices along -85 in
Mecklenburg and Gaston County
e C-5600K - I-85 Integrated Corridor Management Project

Mr. Gilbert motioned to recommend approval of the 2020-2029 TIP Amendments for C-5600 and
C-5601 - Statewide CMAQ Projects as presented. Mr. DuPont seconded and the motion passed
unanimously.

8. 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Fiscally-Constrained Project Lists

Presenter: Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner

Utilizing ranking criteria that was approved by the TCC and adopted by the MPO Board in January, as well
as the financial assumptions approved in May, GCLMPO staff has developed fiscally-constrained draft
project lists for highway, bicycle and pedestrian, aviation and public transportation for the 2050 MTP. This list
includes projects already funded and separates projects into horizon years. The project lists will need to go
out for a public comment period which is scheduled for August 1-30 and will include an online GIS mapping
platform for virtual comments. There will not be an in-person public meeting, as it is not required.

The only change to the highway lists from the last meeting is the removal of three (3) segments of the old
Garden Parkway. This project is so far out, uncertain and lacking cost estimates that it was removed from the
lists. There are several projects in the unmet needs category including the Catawba Crossings project and



10.

the Belmont-Mount Holly Loop that could not be included in the fiscally-constrained list due to cost.
Fiscal constraint was added to the non-highway project lists utilizing the 20% allocation approved in May.

Mr. DuPont motioned to recommend approval of the draft 2050 MTP Fiscally-Constrained Project
Lists as presented to be released for a 30-day public comment period (August 1-30, 2021). Mr. Bost
seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

Final P6.0 Local Input Point Methodology

Presenter: Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner

The Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization (GCLMPO) is required by state law to
develop a local input point methodology for prioritizing all transportation projects (aviation, bicycle and
pedestrian, highway, public transportation, and rail) within the MPO boundary that compete for state and
federal funding. MPO Staff submitted the draft methodology to the North Carolina Department of
Transportation (NCDOT) for approval following the May Board meeting and received the following
comments:

Remove reference to the Strategic Mobility Formula on pg. 1.

Change $1,999 to $2,000 on the chart on pg. 3.

The Density Criteria on pg. 5 should only have a maximum of 10 points.
Change $499,999 to $500,000 on the chart on pg. 6.

Refer to both the CTP and MTP on all charts regarding Plan Consistency.

All edits have been made. Upon approval, MPO Staff will re-submit to NCDOT as the final P6.0 LIP
Methodology for the GCLMPO.

There has been discussion on how to move forward with P6.0 as there is no funding following cost increases
for currently programmed projects. Mrs. Gates will be meeting with the Statewide Prioritization Workgroup to
discuss a recommendation for the Board of Transportation for their August meeting. More information will be
provided as decisions are made.

Mr. DuPont motioned to recommend approval of the final P6.0 LIP Methodology as presented. Mr.
Bost seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

2021 Transit Safety Targets

Presenter: Julio Paredes, Planner

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) published the Public Transportation Agency Safety Plan (PTASP)
Final Rule on July 19, 2018 (effective date of July 19, 2019) which required transit providers, State DOTs, and
MPOs to establish performance measure targets for transit safety.

Transit Agencies and State DOTs were originally required to develop PTASPs and establish initial transit safety
targets by July 20, 2020. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) suspended enforcement of this requirement
until July 20, 2021 due to COVID-19. MPOs are required to adopt PTASP (safety) targets by July 20, 2021, but
also have up to 180 days after receipt of targets from the transit agencies to establish targets, which could
extend after July 20, 2021. MPO Staff received targets from Gastonia Transit on June 28, 2021.

The NCDOT Board of Transportation will take action on the next modification to the State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP) on August 5, 2021 and MPOs must establish targets by July 30, 2021 to avoid
possible impacts to transit funding in the MPO area.

Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO Transit Safety Performance Targets

Mode L . Serious Safety
. Fatalities Serious L Safety
of Fatalities (Per 100k Iniuries Injuries Events Events System
Transit (Total) VRM) (TJotaI) (Per 100k (Total) (Per 100k Reliability
Service VRM) VRM)




Gastonia Transit

Fixed 0 0 5 0.2 7 28 100,000
Route Bus
Paratransit 0 0 1 0.1 1 .01 69,500

With approval of the attached Resolution, the GCLMPO supports the Gastonia Transit Systems transit safety
targets and agrees to plan and program projects that contribute toward the accomplishment of the transit
provider targets.

Mr. Williams motioned to recommend approval of the resolution establishing safety performance
targets for the Public Transportation Agency Safety Plan (PTASP) Performance Measures as
presented. Mr. DuPont seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

11. Other Business

a. FY 2023 CMAQ - Call for Projects — Mrs. Gates noted that the MPO sent out an email to announce a
Call for Projects for the FY 23 CMAQ funding. The deadline for applications is November 1st. The MPO
will receive approximately $1.35 million which can be used for projects in Gaston and Lincoln Counties
designed to reduce congestion and improve air quality. The MPO will use the same ranking process
as previous years to determine what projects will be awarded funds. The recommendations will go
before the TCC and Board in January and be submitted to NCDOT by the end of February.

b. NCDOT Update - Division 12 Staff and TPD MPO Coordinator
Project updates were provided via email prior to the meeting.

c. Transit Systems Ridership — For information only.

12. Adjournment
There being no further business Mr. DuPont motioned to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Williams seconded and
the motion passed unanimously.
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CONSENT AGENDA

Agenda Item #6

To: TCC Members and Interested Persons

From: Randi Gates, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner

Date: September 8, 2021

Subject: 2020-2029 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) — Administrative

Modifications

BACKGROUND: The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) identifies the transportation
projects that GCLMPO and NCDOT plan to undertake over the next ten years. All projects
receiving federal funding must be in the GCLMPQ’s TIP and the NCDOT’s State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP). Federal regulations also require that project schedules and funding
amounts be consistent between the TIP and the STIP.

Administrative Modifications do not require documentation of public review or comment, re-
demonstration of fiscal constraint, or a transportation conformity determination.

The GCLMPQ’s 2020-2029 TIP needs to be amended to reflect schedule changes for multiple
projects across the MPQO planning area.

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend approval of 2020-2029 TIP Administrative Modifications.

ATTACHMENT:
1. GCLMPO 2020-2029 TIP Administrative Modifications
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GCLMPO 2020-2029 TIP Amendments
September 2021 TCC and Board Meetings

TIP Modification

TIP/STIP No. Project Name County Category Amendment Description Funding Type Phase FY Funding Amt
HO-0005 NCDOT Traffic System Operations Gaston Other Add new project at the request of the CMAQ Construction 2022 $5,360,000
Install Statewide ITS device operations. transportation planning division. State Match 2022 $1,340,000

AV-5753 Lincolnton-Lincoln County Airport (IPJ) Lincoln Aviation  To allow additional time for planning and St. Hwy. Tr. Fd. Right-of-way 2023 $295,000
Obstruction removal in runway 5 approach. design, delay right-of-way from FY 22 to

FY 23.

C-4903 North Carolina Department of Environment  Gaston Other Add implementation in FY 22 not previously CMAQ Implementation 2022 $578,000
and Natural Resources. Lincoln programmed at the request of the State Match Implementation 2022 $282,000
North Carolina Air Awareness Outreach transportation planning division.

Program to provide education and produce
daily air quality forecast.

C-5702D Various, North Carolina Clean Energy Statewide Other Add new project break at the request of the CMAQ Implementation 2022 $1,210,000
Technology Center. Transportation Planning Division. Local Match Implementation 2022 $303,000
Conduct a clean-fuel advanced tehnology
outreach and awareness program in all
CMAQ-elligible counties.

C-5702E Various, North Carolina Clean Energy Statewide Other Add new project break at the request of the CMAQ Implementation 2022 $1,222,000
Technology Center. Transportation Planning Division. Local Match Implementation 2022 $306,000
Emissions-reducing sub-awards in all CMAQ-
elligible counties.

EB-5701 US 29/74 (East Franklin Blvd), SR 2200 (Cox  Gaston Bike/Ped  To allow additional time for planning and TA5200 Right-of-way 2022 $640,000
Rd) to city limits. design, delay right-of-way from FY 21 to FY 22. Local Match Right-of-way 2022 $160,000
Construct missing sidewalk on north side. TA5200 Construction 2022 $640,000

Local Match Construction 2022 $160,000

HO-0009 North Carolina Department of Environment  Gaston Other Project added at the request of the CMAQ Implementation 2022 $578,000
and Natural Resources. Lincoln Transportaiton Planning Branch. State Match Implementation 2022 $282,000
North Carolina Air Awareness Outreach
Program to provide education and produce
daily air quality forecast.

TM-0036 Statewide. Statewide Transit Add project in FY 22 at the request of the 5310 Administrative 2022 $567,000
5310 State Administrative Funds. integrated mobility division. New project

developed for federal funding award.

TO-0003 Statewide. Statewide Transit Modify funding in FY 21 at the request of the 5312 Administrative 2021 $120,000

Human trafficking awareness and public Integrated Mobility Division. 5307 Administrative 2021 $30,000

safety intiative discretionary great awarded

by FTA. Grant will allow for statewide training
and implementation of a training program for
transit employees across the state on how to
recognize and respond to the signs of human
trafficking. The department will also develop

human trafficking awareness educational

materials to be posted on transit vehicles and

stations.




GCLMPO 2020-2029 TIP Amendments
September 2021 TCC and Board Meetings

TIP Modification

TIP/STIP No. Project Name County Category Amendment Description Funding Type Phase FY Funding Amt

TU-0008 NCDOT, NCSU (ITRE) will provide technical Statewide Transit Add project in FY 22 at the request of the State Match Planning 2022 $118,000
assistance to the integrated mobility division integrated mobility division. New project 5311 Planning 2022 $470,000
and subrecipients. developed for federal funding award.

TU-0009 NCDOT, NCSU (ITRE) will use the funds to Statewide Transit Add project in FY 22 at the request of the RTAP Planning 2022 $765,000

provide training/professional development
related to delivery of ADA training to transit
professionals.

integrated mobility division. New project
developed for federal funding award.
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REGULAR AGENDA

Agenda Item #7

To: TCC Members and Interested Persons

From: Randi Gates, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner
Date: September 8, 2021

Subject: CONNECT Beyond Recommendations

BACKGROUND: CONNECT Beyond recently released its draft plan and is receiving feedback from
the public and stakeholders. Project Team Members will be presenting an overview of the project
and highlighting key plan recommendations.

ACTION REQUESTED: For information only at this time.
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Agenda Iltem #8

To: TCC Members and Interested Persons

From: Randi Gates, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner
Date: September 8, 2021

RE: 2020-2029 TIP / 2045 MTP Amendments

BACKGROUND: The GCLMPQ’s Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and 2045
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) need to be amended to reflect modifications that have
been made to the 2020-2029 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend approval of the 2020-2029 TIP and 2045 MTP Amendments
to be released for a 30-day public comment period (October 1-30, 2021).

ATTACHMENTS:
1. 2020-2029 TIP / 2045 MTP Amendments
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GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN

V@

2020-2029 TIP Amendments
2045 MTP Amendments

. Project
TIP Project Project Description Reason for Amendment County | STiTier Regionally Exempt Lenjgth Programmed =~ Amended Programmed Amended Programmed Amount Current MTP  Recommended MTP
Significant (mi) ROW Date ROW Date  Construction Date  Construction Date (2020-2029) Horizon Year Horizon Year
TIP and MTP Amendments
! . Construct approximately 2,300 LF of sidewalk along Tryon  [This is a new project in the 2020-2029 STIP with CMAQ funds awarded in Aug 2021. .
BL-0033 |Tryon Courthouse Rd Sidewalks Courthouse Rd. The MTP needs to be amended to add this project in HY 2025. Gaston Division No Yes 04 2023 2023 $1,685,773 2025
This is a new project in the 2020-2029 STIP, with INFRA Grant Funds awarded in 2020.
Upgrade to controlled access from Shelby Bypass to The MTP needs to be amended to move this project from HY 2025 to HY 2035.
R-4045 |US 74 Upgrade Mooreshoro with grade separation at SR 1168 (Lattimore  |Update (Dec 2020) - Cost increase exceeding $2M and 25% thresholds. Cleveland Regional Yes No 0.0 2022-2023 2022-2025 $29,900,000 2025 2035
Rd). Update (Feb 2021) - To allow additional time for planning and design, delay right-of-way
and construction from FY 22 to FY 23.
To assist in balancing funds, delay right-of-way from FY 24 to FY 25 and construction from
FY 24 to FY 26.
Update (Oct 2020) - Accelerate right-of-way from FY 25 to FY 24 and construction from
U-3608 |NC 7 Widening (1-85 to US 29/74) Widen to four lanes with right turn lanes at intersections as |FY 26 to FY 25 to align schedule with I—571?fnr combined letting. ) ) Gaston Division No No 03 2024 2024 2025 2024 45,400,000 2025 2035
necessary. Update (Sept 2021) - Accelerate construction from FY 25 to FY 24 to align schedule with I-
5719 for combined letting. Change procurement to design-build. Cost increase exceeding
S2M and 25% thresholds.
The MTP needs to be amended to move this project from HY 2025 to HY 2035.
. . L To assist in balancing funds, delay right-of-way from FY 21 to FY 28 and construction from
U-5819 I’:nc ngl ‘évnfehri:mte Ave Intersection ":g;seeacé':?J:ﬂ;‘;i’gﬁ"s;"?'g::a'f:"""' Crosswalks, |0y 55 to post Year. Gaston | Division No Yes 0.0 2021 2028 2022-2023 Post Year $2,550,000 2025 2035
P P ’ ¥ app ’ The MTP needs to be amended to move this project from HY 2025 to HY 2035.
To assist in balancing funds, delay right-of-way from FY 21 to FY 29 and construction from
. Add turn lanes on NC 273 and pedestrian crosswalk FY 22 to FY 30. Update (Nov 2020) - To assist in balancing funds, delay right-of-way from 5
U-5959 |US 74/NC 273 Intersection Improvements improvements on all approaches on NC 273 at US 74. FY 21 to FY 29 and construction from FY 22 to Post Year. Gaston Regional No Yes 0.0 2021 2029 2022 Post Year $853,000 2025 2035
The MTP needs to be amended to move this project from HY 2025 to HY 2035.
Re-align to make Campground to St. James the direct line  [To assist in balancing funds, delay right-of-way from FY 21 to FY 24 and construction from
U-5962 [NC 16 BUS Intersection Realignment and widen Will Proctor to 12" lanes. Improve Intersection of [FY 23 to FY 26. Update (Jan 2021) - Cost increase exceeding S2M and 25% thresholds. Lincoln Regional No Yes 0.0 2021-2022 2024-2025 2023 2026-2027 $16,590,000 2025 2035
NC 16 Business at Will Proctor. The MTP needs to be amended to move this project from HY 2025 to HY 2035.
Construct intersection improvements and signalization To assist in balancing funds, delay right-of-way from FY 21 to FY 22 and construction from
U-5965 |US 29/74 / NC 274 Intersection Improvements Crosswalks. pedheads tufn lanes on ever ag roach ! FY 22 to FY 24. Gaston Regional No Yes 0.0 2021 2022 2022-2023 2024-2025 $3,450,000 2025 2035
P ' yapp : The MTP needs to be amended to move this project from HY 2025 to HY 2035.
To assist in balancing funds, delay right-of-way from FY 23 to FY 29 and construction from
U-5970 |US 321 Access Management Construct center median to manage access. FY 2510 Y 81. Update (Nov ,2020) - To assist in balancing funds, delay right-of-way from Gaston Regional No Yes 0.2 2023 2029-2030 2025 Post Year $5,300,000 2025 2035
FY 23 to FY 29 and construction from FY 25 to Post Year.
The MTP needs to be amended to move this project from HY 2025 to HY 2035.
Close White Jenkins at NC 275 and use Fairview to access  [To assist in balancing funds, delay right-of-way from FY 22 to FY 24 and construction from
U-6078 [NC 275 Intersection Improvements NC 275. Improve intersections of NC 275 at NC 274, NC 275 |FY 23 to FY 25. Update (Jan 2021) - Cost increase exceeding S2M and 25% thresholds. Gaston Division No Yes 0.0 2022 2024 2023 2025 $8,400,000 2025 2035
at Fairview, and White Jenkins at Fairview. The MTP needs to be amended to move this project from HY 2025 to HY 2035.
To assist in balancing funds, delay right-of-way from FY 27 to FY 28 and construction from
. FY 29 to Post Year. .
U-6150 [NC 273 Realignment Construct roundabout. The MTP needs to be amended to update the project description and to move this Gaston Regional No Yes 0.5 2027 2028 2029 Post Year $4,010,000 2045 2035
project from HY 2045 to HY 2035.
NC 279 (S New Hope Rd), SR 2200 (Armstrong Park Rd) to SR|To assist in balancing funds, delay construction from FY 23 to FY 24.
EB-5743 |NC 279 (S New Hope Rd) Sidewalks 1255 (Hudson Blvd). Construct missing sidewalk on south  |The MTP needs to be amended to move this project from HY 2035 to HY 2025 and Gaston Division N/A N/A 11 2023 2024 $1,285,000 2035 2025
side of NC 279. update TIP #.
NC 279 (New Hope Rd), US 29/74 (Franklin Blvd) to Hunt
. Ave. Construct sidewalk on east side of NC 279 from US To assist in balancing funds, delay construction from FY 23 to FY 24. .
EB-5975 INC 279 (N New Hope Rd) Sidewalks 29/74 to Court Dr and west side of NC 279 from Court Dr to [The MTP needs to be amended to update TIP #. Gaston ivision N/A N/A 10 2023 2024 $2,065,000 2025 2025
Hunt Ave.
| . SR 2200 (Cox Rd), I-85 to Court Dr. Construct sidewalk on  [To assist in balancing funds, delay construction from FY 23 to FY 24. -
EB-5976 |Cox Rd Sidewalks both sides of SR 2200 (Cox Rd). The MTP needs to be amended to update TIP #. Gaston Division N/A N/A 0.6 2023 2024 $1,750,000 2025 2025
EB-5746 |NC 273 (South Main St) Sidewalks NC 273 (South.Maln St), SR 2044 .(Tuckaseege Rd) to Rose Delete. Work to be accomplished under project U-3633. Gaston Division N/A N/A
St. Construct sidewalks on both sides of road.
C-5623 |Cramer Mountain Rd Sidewalks Cramer Mogntam Rd, Baltimore Dr to South New Hope Rdl. Delete at the request of MPO. Gaston Division N/A N/A
Construct Sidewalk.
Formal TIP Amendment - No MTP Amendment Required
R-2707C [Shelby Bypass us 7[.1 Shelby Bypass, east Of.NC 2260 east of NC 150. Project to utilize Build NC Bonds. Cleveland Regional Yes No Under Construction Under Construction $14,595,000 2025 2025
Grading, Structures, and Paving.
US 74 Shelby Bypass, east of NC 150 to existing US 74 west S . . .
R-2707D |Shelby Bypass of SR 2238 (Long Branch Rd). Grading, Structure, Paving. To assist in balancing funds, delay construction from FY 22 to FY 24. Cleveland Regional Yes No 4.1 2022-2024 2024-2027 $84,460,000 2035 2035
US 74 Shelby Bypass, east of NC 150 to existing US 74 west s . . .
R-2707E [Shelby Bypass of SR 2238 (Long Branch Rd). Grading, Structure, Paving. To assist in balancing funds, delay construction from FY 22 to FY 24. Cleveland Regional Yes No 4.1 2022-2024 2024-2027 $48,150,000 2035 2035
R-5713 |Dixon Blvd Access Management Construct access management improvements. To assist in balancing funds, delay construction from FY 22 to FY 24. Cleveland Regional No Yes 6.0 2022 2024 $3,830,000 2025 2025
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US 74 (Dixon Blvd), NC 150 (Dekalb St) Intersection.

To assist in balancing funds, delay right-of-way from FY 22 to FY 29 and construction from

U-2567 |Dixon Blvd Interchange N Cleveland | Statewide Yes No 0.0 2022-2023 2029-2030 2025-2027 Post Year $21,800,000 2035 2035
Construct interchange. FY 25 to Post Year.
U-3633 |NC 273 Widening Widen to four-lane divided. Project to utilize Build NC Bonds. Gaston Regional Yes No 13 Under Construction Under Construction $31,743,000 2025 2025
Accelerate construction from FY 25 to FY 24 to align schedule with 1-5719 for combined
U-5800 |NC 7 Intersection Improvements and Widening |Construct NB through lane and intersection improvements. |letting. Change procurement to design-build. Cost increase exceeding $2M and 25% Gaston Regional No Yes 0.0 2024 2024 2025 2024 $14,400,000 2035 2035
thresholds.
U-5929 |US 74/NC 226 Intersection Improvements Construct improvements. ;‘; ;;slzt;';:’tag;'ng funds, delay right-of-way from FY 22 to FY 26 and construction from| o\ o1 | statewide Yes No 0.0 2022-2023 2029 2025-2027 Post Year $17,500,000 2035 2035
Implement adaptive signal system to improve traffic flow
U-6038 |US 74 Adaptive Signal System and adjust timing to accommodate periodic traffic diversion [Project to utilize Build NC Bonds. Gaston Regional No Yes 3.9 Under Construction Under Construction $743,000 2025 2025
from |-85.
W-5212N |NC 279 Safety Improvements Construct safety improvements, including passing zones. Project to utilize Build NC Bonds. Gaston Division No Yes Under Construction Under Construction $15,450,000 N/A N/A
AV-5849 (Shelby-Cleveland Airport Runway Extension Extend runway and taxiway. Delete Project - Project did not score high enough in P5.0 for funding. In STIP by error. Cleveland Division 2025 2025
B-6042 |NC 150 Bridge Replacement Replace bridge 540026 over S.A.L. Railroad. ;‘; ;;Slztg gg'anc'ng funds, delay right-of-way from FY 21 to FY 25 and construction from| .. | pegional No Yes 0.0 2021 2025 2023 2026 $3,190,000 N/A N/A
SR 1255 (Hudson Blvd) SR 2466 (Redbud Dr) SR 1255
(Hudson Blvd) from SR 2200 (Gaston Day School Rd) to SR
EB-5745 [NC 279 Sidewalks 2466 (Redbud Dr). SR 2466 (Redbud Dr) from SR 1255 To assist in balancing funds, delay construction from FY 23 to FY 24. Gaston Division N/A N/A 1.2 2022 2022 2023 2024 $1,673,000 2025 2025
(Hudson Blvd) to NC 2749 (S New Hope Rd). Construct
sidewalk on one side.
EB-5768 |Marietta St/Hilltop Dr/Gardner Dr Sidewalks | 20Ut Marietta St/ Hilitop Dr, Hudson Bivd to Clyde St. | - ict in balancing funds, delay construction from FY 23 to FY 24. Gaston | Division N/A N/A 05 2022 2022 2023 2024 $1,635,000 2025 2025

Construct sidewalk on one side of the road.

Anticipated Adoption: December 2021
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Agenda Item #9

To: TCC Members and Interested Persons

From: Julio Paredes, Planner

Date: September 8, 2021

RE: 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Fiscally-Constrained Project Lists

BACKGROUND: Utilizing approved ranking criteria and financial assumptions, fiscally-constrained
project lists for highway, bicycle and pedestrian, aviation, and public transportation were
developed for the draft 2050 MTP and released for public comment from August 2 — 31, 2021.

ACTION REQUESTED: Approve responses to public comments received.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Public Comments and Responses



Page left blank intentionally.



WIL NEUMANN
8/27/21
NCDOT GCLMPO BELMONT/MT. HOLLY BY-PASS

Key Points

Belmont- Mt. Holly Loop

NO TRAFFIC COUNTS CONSIDERED BELOW DEL WEBB
(Belmont #1)

Slide 1 “This project would create $323,600,000 in additional tax
base of the next 10 years. This would result in $1,666,540 in
annual tax revenue at buildout.”

Slide 2 Purpose of Development TIA.
A four-lane highway will attract more vehicle traffic than the on-
site generated traffic.

Slide 3- 6
Next four projects marketed by Land Advisors

Belmont #1; Del Web 809 Units approved
Belmont #2 Unknown # of Units

Belmont #3 Unknown # of Units

Henry Chapel 632+/- TBD

Amberley 188 Units Approved, Under construction
Lakeview Farm 531 Units (proposed)

Projects that do not meet the threshold to require a TIA

River Mist 77 Units Approved, currently on hold

South Point Community 76 Units Approved (directly across from
Belmont Middle School)

Belmont Town Center/Laurel Walk 99 Units Approved

Tower Crest 10 Units Approved

Belmont Preserve 83 Units Approved



WIL NEUMANN
8/27/21
NCDOT GCLMPO BELMONT/MT. HOLLY BY-PASS

Town Center 99 Units Approved

Bottom line on new development is Belmont, they don’t want
Cramerton to know and understand the real number of units being
planned/proposed on the peninsula and the other undeveloped
land south and west of the center city.

Follow the “New Road” It includes all four properties being offered
by Land Advisors.

Then what about the Nixon Entrance? What are the projected
traffic counts for this entrance? The TIA did not consider the
through traffic from this entrance being attracted to the 4-lane rd.

Why did they not consider widening Nixon Rd. & R.L. Stowe Rd to
Keener Blvd? This would take all the traffic to Hwy. 74 and -85 on
the East side of Belmont and keep all the traffic generated in the
new Belmont neighborhoods in Belmont instead of building a
“Highway” in Cramerton.

“The TIA (Traffic Impact Analysis) only required a two-lane Rd.”
We are getting four-Lane divided “highway.” (Making the
Developer pay and pay) - Shelley Dehart, March 3™, 2021

The developer has been “required” to build the four-land divided
“highway” at great expense. They are reported to be $12M over
budget and funds are limited for the necessary off-site traffic/road
improvements.

March 3, 2021, Community Call, Amberley would only add a “few”
vehicles to the traffic count as cut through traffic.

Ignored traffic counts from S. Point High School that will use the
Nixon Rd to reach the Upper Armstrong Ford Rd.



WIL NEUMANN
8/27/21
NCDOT GCLMPO BELMONT/MT. HOLLY BY-PASS

Through traffic from S. Point Rd., R.L. Stowe Rd, and Upper
Armstrong will be greater than the current through traffic on Julia
Ave.

Belmont Middle School dive connection was not mentioned, but it
is on the drawing and would draw a considerate amount of traffic
to the Upper Armstrong Ford Rd.

The widening of South Point Rd. had been suggested for many
years and it is currently on the long range MPO list. Belmont is
under contract with NCDOT to pay for the relocation of the water
and sewer lines that were built in the NCDOT right of way along
S. Point Rd. Why build a four-lane road when only two-lanes are
required in addition to widening S. Point Rd? Is the cost for
Belmont too high? Why are these prior decisions making it
necessary for Belmont to impose a 4-lane road on Cramerton
Residents?

The Impact of the proposed development including the 4-lane
highway has not been counted in the TIA. They are all totally
ignoring the highway traffic pouring out on nothing but 2-lane
roads. (Upper Armstrong, Eastwood, Eagle, Lakewood) All in the
Town of Cramerton.

If NCDOT approved the Belmont/Mounty Holly Rd today it would
take 10 years to break ground and 20+ to build.

What we need is another Bridge across the Catawba River,
East/West connection instead of another north/south “highway” to
Hwy. 74 and over [-85.

Belmont is promoting this new “highway” through Cramerton as
their solution to traffic problems in Belmont.



WIL NEUMANN
8/27/21
NCDOT GCLMPO BELMONT/MT. HOLLY BY-PASS

The GCLMPO needs to consider the larger picture, the Cramerton
Town limits and the fact that Cramerton does not have any
additional land for more homes along this route. This “highway”
only benefits BelImont and their tax base at the expense of more
traffic in Cramerton.

Look at the pictures of Stuart Cramer HS. The south side of the
property is covered in protected wetlands. Streams and a pond
are located on the property along with the Carolina Thread Trail.
The path of the Hwy 273 by-pass runs over two large streams on
the Belmont #1 property, and it is a flood plain area.

Cramerton has voted to allow the large flat property along
Lakewood Rd. to be used as an Aquatic Wellness Center.
Currently the 273 by-pass goes right through this area.

There are more and more reasons that the Hwy 273 by-passes is
not needed by Cramerton and how a 4-lane Hwy will forever be a
blight on our town.



From: Alsmeyer, Eric C CIV USARMY CESAW (USA) <Eric.C.Alsmeyer@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Monday, August 30, 2021 8:49 AM
To: Gates, Randi
Subject: Corps of Engineers comments RE: GCLMPO: 2050 MTP Resource Agency Consultation

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Randi: Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the G-C-L-MPQ'’s draft, fiscally-constrained, Metropolitan
Transportation Plan (MTP). | did not review the Bike/Ped, Public Transit, or Aviation projects. | have the following
comments on specific Highway projects:

Lincoln County:

R-2307A/NC 150 Widening from Relocated NC 16 to east of Greenwood Rd: Eastern 1/3 goes through Terrell
Historic District; 2 stream crossings as well as 3 Lake Norman crossings.

H184875/US 321 BUS (N Generals Boulevard/Maiden Highway): Walker Branch crossing has potentially hydric
soils and National Wetland Inventory (NWI) wetlands.

R-0617C/H090049-C/NC 150 from US 321 to US 321 Bypass: An unnamed tributary to Lithia Inn Branch parallels NC
150 where it crosses S. Laurel St./Country Club Rd. NC 150 also crosses two other tributaries south of this intersection,
and the county soils map shows potentially hydric soils at two of the three crossings.

U-6142/H170271/NC 73 Extension from US 321 to Camp Creek Rd: The corridor crosses several stream,
including some with potentially hydric soils and/or NWI wetlands. Two of the stream crossing locations are
near confluences of two streams.

U-6139/H170661/NC 73 Widening from Ingleside Farm Rd to NC 16: Three stream crossings with potentially
hydric soils; multiple streams, potentially hydric soils, and Catawba Lands Conservancy - Little Egypt Preserve,
in potential NC 16 interchange improvement area.

H184703; NC 73 Widening from Amity Church Road to NC 27: Crossing of Leepers Creek and tributary near
Furnace Road includes NWI wetlands and large potentially hydric soil complex.

H090049-BB/NC 150 from west of Indian Creek to US 321 Business: Crossings of streams and potentially hydric
soils areas; Catawba Lands Conservancy easements (Incl. Rhyne Conservation Preserve) abut both sides of
existing NC 150 at South Fork Catawba River.

H191842 /Optimist Club Road Extension: Corridor includes headwater stream and potentially hydric soils.

H193411/Reepsville Rd Modernization: Several stream and potentially hydric soil crossings, including large
stream/potentially hydric soil complexes near Seagletown Rd and at South Fork Catawba River.

H191670/Webbs Rd Extension; Crosses stream with NWI wetlands and potentially hydric soils, and Catawba
Lands Conservancy, Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWMTF) properties.
1



H184699/0ptimist Club Rd Widening; Crosses a potentially hydric soil complex east of N Little Egypt Rd, and a
stream/potentially hydric soil complex and Three Rivers Land Trust Easement on Forney Creek; abuts Optimist
Club Par at east end.

H171281/Motz Ave Extension: Crosses South Aspen Street Historic District, and the South Fork Catawba River
and two tributaries, including large potentially hydric soil complexes in floodplains.

Gaston County:

I-5719/H129671/1-85 Widening: A stream with potentially hydric soils, and NWI wetlands, parallels I-85
approximately %2 mile northwest of N Modena Street; crosses large areas of hydric soils from the E Ozark Ave
interchange to the Cox Rd interchange; crosses streams with potentially hydric soils, and NWI wetlands, east
of Cox Ave; and crosses streams with potentially hydric soils, and NWI wetlands between S. Fork Catawba
River and NC 273 interchange.

I-5985B/I1-85 Widening: Parallels a stream with potentially hydric soils, and NWI wetlands, northeast of the US
29/74 interchange; crosses streams with potentially hydric soils throughout the corridor; a headwaters stream
parallels the north side of I-85 just east of the NC 274 interchange; and crosses streams with large areas of
potentially hydric soils, west of the US 321 Interchange;

U-6146/H170685/US 74 (Wilkinson Blvd) Widening: At bridge: potentially hydric soils, and NWI wetlands, at
west end; Catawba Land Conservancy — Island Preserve at east end.

U-5959/H150398/US 74/NC 273 Intersection Improvements: There is a confluence of two streams on the
south side of US 74, less than 500 feet from the intersection.

U-5961/H150202/Union Rd Widening: The south end of the project crosses a Clean Water Management Trust
Fund property, and a stream with potentially hydric soils.

H184218/ US 74/NC 273 Interchange: Stream with potentially hydric soils, and NWI wetlands in the southwest
and southeast quadrants; stream and pond in the northwest quadrant.

H191852/NC 275 Modernization: Crosses Little Long Creek which has potentially hydric soils, and NWI
wetlands.

H190754/Belmont-Mt. Holly Loop: Crosses several streams with potentially hydric soils, and/or NWI wetlands;
has non- perpendicular crossings of streams, and crossing of stream confluences, north of 1-85, and southwest
of NC 27; crosses a Catawba Lands Conservancy Easement, south of Taylors Creek; has parallel
stream/floodplain impacts/crossing of a stream confluence at Stanley Creek; and has a parallel stream impact
less than % mile west of NC 273.

H171310/ 1-85/New: Streams with potentially hydric soils, in southwest, northwest , and northeast quadrants.

Catawba Crossings: Corps provided comments on this project to the GCL-MPO through Adam Archual of
Gannett Fleming, Inc. by email dated 4/8/2021.



H171317/ Highland St/N Main St Widening: crosses Dutchmans Creek and parallels a tributary north of NC
27/E. Charlotte Ave — both have potentially hydric soils.

Stanley Southern Connector: Crosses streams and large areas of potentially hydric soils.

H171291/ Lanier Ave/Sella Ridge Dr/New Alignment/Woodcliff Ln/New Alignment: Crosses streams with large
areas of potentially hydric soils, and NWI wetlands, just northeast of Woodlawn Ave.

U-6043/H090439/Franklin Blvd: Two large portions of the corridor parallel and cross stream/hydric soil
complexes with NWI wetlands, which are also in the City of Gastonia’s Duharts Creek open space.

H184878/Beaty Rd Modernization: Crosses stream/hydric soil complex, and abuts City of Gastonia’s open
space, at Catawba Creek.

H184868/Lowell Bethesda Rd Modernization: Crosses several stream/hydric soil complexes, and abuts City of
Gastonia’s open space, at Duharts Creek.

Gaston Mall Drive Extension: It appears that the location on the “GCLMPO 2050 MTP - Highway Projects” map
for this project is incorrect. If the proposed extension will go east from existing Gaston Mall Drive, it will likely
have parallel impacts to a stream/hydric soil complex with NWI wetlands

H184825/Redbud Dr Widening: crosses stream/hydric soil complexes with NWI wetlands, and abuts City of
Gastonia’s open space, at Duharts Creek.

H172044/0akland St Modernization: At the Little Long Creek crossing, crosses potentially hydric soils, and
nearby NWI wetlands, and parallels the Catawba Lands Conservancy Friday Meadow Easement.

H190676/Linwood Rd: Parallels hydric soils and NWI wetlands northwest of Crowders Creek; crosses hydric
soils and abuts City of Gastonia All American Park Open Space at Blackwood Creek.

H170836/W Catawba Ave Extension: Crosses Taylors Creek and a tributary in a large area of hydric soils, just
upstream of the confluence, and near NWI wetlands.

Southridge Parkway West Extension: Crosses several streams with hydric soils, including one tributary of
Abernethy Creek near a potential historic site, Wolfe Family Dairy Farm.

H170852/Hudson Blvd Extension: Crosses Crowder Creek in an area of potential hydric soils, and the western
terminus at Chapel Grove Rd is in an area of potential hydric soils close to a tributary.

BR-0020/US 29/74 (Wilkinson Blvd) Catawba River Bridge Replacement: Gateway Nature Preserve and NWI
wetlands on the east end of the Catawba River bridge.

Cleveland County:

I-5985A/1-85 Widening: Crosses several streams without hydric soils. Crosses areas of hydric soils and/or NWI
wetlands 1) west of Bethlehem Rd; 2) west of Compact School Rd; 3) at Kings Creek; 4) 0.26 mile southwest,
and 0.6 mile northeast, of NC 161; 0.38 and 0.86 mile southwest of US 74. A large length of McGill Creek with
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hydric soils parallels the southeast side of I-85 from 0.38 mile southwest of US 74 to the end of the US 74 East
to I-85 North on-ramp.

U-5929 - US 74/NC 226 Intersection Improvement: The interchange is at the confluence of Hickory Creek and a
tributary; the tributary runs parallel to US 74, and Hickory Creek has potential hydric soils south of US 74.

H184215 - US 74 BUS/NC 161 Intersection Improvements: Crosses several tributaries, including First Broad
River; Sugar Branch has potential hydric soils in its floodplain.

H190215/Cherryville Rd Modernization & H190792/NC 150 (Cherryville Rd) Widening: Abuts a Conservation
Trust for North Carolina Easement; crosses several streams, most of which have potential hydric soils;
crossings of Whiteoak Creek and Muddy Fork are at confluences with tributaries.

Kings Mountain Blvd Extension: Crosses four streams, which all have potential hydric soils.

Please reply or call if you have any questions or if | may serve you in any other way.

The Wilmington District is committed to providing the highest level of support to the public. To help us ensure we
continue to do so, please complete the Customer Satisfaction Survey located at
https://regulatory.ops.usace.army.mil/customer-service-survey/.

Eric Alsmeyer
Work Cell: 919.817.1570

Project Manager

Regulatory Division Office

US Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District

3331 Heritage Trade Drive, Suite 105, Wake Forest, NC 27587

Office Tel: (919) 554-4884, x23 (I am working out of the office most days of the week, but | try to check my voicemails
daily)

Regulatory Homepage: http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/Missions/RegulatoryPermitProgram.aspx



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mason, Suzanne

Gates. Randi

RE: [External] GCLMPO: 2050 MTP Resource Agency Consultation - NCNHP comments
Friday, August 13, 2021 9:04:52 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

The North Carolina Natural Heritage Program (NCNHP) appreciates the opportunity to provide
comments on the draft fiscally constrained project list for the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln 2050
Metropolitan Transportation Plan.

The NCNHP did a GIS comparison of the project areas shown on the GCLMPO 2050 online MTP
viewer to the July 2021 Element Occurrences, Natural Heritage Natural Areas, and Managed Areas
data sets maintained by the program. These data are available for viewing or download through the
NCNHP Data Explorer website (ncnhde.natureserve.org) and the Managed Areas and Natural Areas
are available as GIS map services through the NC OneMap.

Please note that not all NC Land and Water Fund (NC LWF) projects in Gaston County have been
incorporated in to the NCNHP Managed Areas data set. Their incorporation is ongoing and the most
recent data should be checked during project scoping/data collection.

The NCNHP has the following comments on the proposed Highway Projects:

Belmont-Mt Holly Loop (H190754):

The proposed project crosses two adjacent, privately owned parcels approximately bounded
by Taylors Creek, Kem Lane, Rippling Water Drive that are indicated in the NCNHP Managed
Area data as under a conservation easement held by Catawba Lands Conservancy. Advance
coordination with Catawba Lands Conservancy is recommended if the chosen alternative
crosses these properties.

Southeast of Armstrong Ford Road, the project bisects Armstrong Ford Natural Heritage
Natural Area, which is an ecological area identified by the North Carolina Natural Heritage
Program as being important to the biodiversity of the state. Two state protected plants have
been documented from this natural area: Bigleaf Magnolia (Special Concern-Vulnerable) and
Magnolia Vine (State Threatened), as well as a moderately sized, mature Mesic Mixed
Harwood Forest.

Cherryville Rd Modernization (H190215):

A privately owned parcel on the east side of Cherryville Road at the Fielding Road
intersection is indicated in the NCNHP Managed Area data as under a conservation
easement held by Conservation Trust for North Carolina. Advance coordination with
Conservation Trust for North Carolina is recommended if impacts are anticipated to the area
under easement.

Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf, currently a federally threatened species, has been documented
from the area adjacent to Cherryville Road, on its south/east side, just north of North
Lakewood Drive. If habitat exists for this species in the project area, then the likelihood of
this species also occurring there increases.

Dixon Blvd Interchange (U-2567):

Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf, currently a federally threatened species, has been documented
from near the project area. It was observed in the area between the parking lot at the north
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end of West Stadium Street and East Dixon Road. If habitat exists for this species in the
project area, then the likelihood of this species also occurring there increases.

I-85/New (H171310):

e Abald eagle nest has been documented from the west end of Rankin Lake, near the new 2-
lane alignment portion of the project area.

N Post Rd (U-2221C H090323-C)

o Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf, currently a federally threatened species, has been documented
from within 0.25 mile east of the project area. If habitat exists for this species in the project
area, then the likelihood of this species also occurring there increases.

NC 150 (R-0617C H090049-C)

e Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf, currently a federally threatened species, has been documented
from the unnamed tributary southeast of the NC-15- BYP/Rocky Lane intersection. If habitat
exists for this species in the project area, then the likelihood of this species also occurring
there increases.

NC 150 (R-0617BB H0S0049-BB)

e A privately owned parcel along the northeast side of the South Fork Catawba River, on both
sides of NC-150, is indicated in the NCNHP Managed Area data as under a conservation
easement held by Catawba Lands Conservancy. Advance coordination with Catawba Lands
Conservancy is recommended if impacts to the area under easement are anticipated.

NC 150 (Cherryville Rd) Widening (H190792)

e A privately owned parcel on the east side of Cherryville Road at the Fielding Road
intersection is indicated in the NCNHP Managed Area data as under a conservation
easement held by Conservation Trust for North Carolina. Advance coordination with
Conservation Trust for North Carolina is recommended if impacts are anticipated to the area
under easement.

o Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf, currently a federally threatened species, has been documented
from the area adjacent to Cherryville Road, on its south/east side, just north of North
Lakewood Drive. If habitat exists for this species in the project area, then the likelihood of
this species also occurring there increases.

NC 150 Widening (R-2307A)

o Multiple bald eagle nests have been documented from within 0.5 mile of the northern
terminus of this project.

o Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf, currently a federally threatened species, has been documented
from near the southern terminus of this project. It was reported from an area 0.2 mile north
of the NC-16 North ramp/NC-150 intersection. If habitat exists for this species in the project
area, then the likelihood of this species also occurring there increases.

NC 27 Extension (H190923)

e The NCNHP Managed Area data indicates that the proposed project crosses a NC Land and
Water Fund Project property. Impacts may require approval from the NC LWF Board of
Trustees. Therefore, advance coordination with the NC LWF is required if any impacts are
anticipated. Contact information for the North Carolina Land and Water Fund can be found
on their website at nclwf.nc.gov.

NC 279 (S New Hope Rd) Widening (H184892)

e The NCNHP Managed Area data indicates a NC Land and Water Fund Project property
adjacent to the proposed project, near its northern terminus, on the west side of NC 279
between McCullough Drive and Armstrong Drive. Impacts may require approval from the NC
LWF Board of Trustees. Therefore, advance coordination with the NC LWF is required if any
impacts are anticipated. Contact information for the North Carolina Land and Water Fund



can be found on their website at nclwf.nc.gov.

NC 73 Widening (H184701)

e Aprivately owned parcel along the west side of NC 73, just southeast of Planters Row Road,
is indicated in the NCNHP Managed Area data as under a conservation easement held by
Catawba Lands Conservancy. Advance coordination with Catawba Lands Conservancy is
recommended if impacts to the area under easement are anticipated.

NC 73 Widening (H184703)
e Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf, currently a federally threatened species, has been documented
from 0.4 mile northeast of the western terminus of this project. If habitat exists for this
species in the project area, then the likelihood of this species also occurring there increases.

Oakland St Modernization (H172044)

e Anprivately owned parcel along the east side of Philadelphia Church Road at Little Long
Creek, is indicated in the NCNHP Managed Area data as under a conservation easement held
by Catawba Lands Conservancy. Advance coordination with Catawba Lands Conservancy is
recommended if impacts to the area under easement are anticipated.

e Inthe same area as the Catawba Lands Conservancy easement is Friday Meadow Natural
Heritage Natural Area, which is an ecological area identified by the North Carolina Natural
Heritage Program as being important to the biodiversity of the state. Occurrences of a
federally threatened due to similarity of appearance/state threatened turtle have been
documented from this natural area.

SR 1380 (Optimist Club Rd) widening (H184699)

e Aprivately owned parcel along the north side of Optimist Club Road at Forney Creek is
indicated in the NCNHP Managed Area data as a property owned by Catawba Lands
Conservancy and under a conservation easement held by Three Rivers Land Trust. Advance
coordination with Catawba Lands Conservancy and Three Rivers Land Trust is recommended
if impacts to the area under easement are anticipated.

Shelby Bypass/US 74 (R-2707E H090186-E)

e Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf, currently a federally threatened species, has been documented
by NCDOT from both north and south of US 74, in the vicinity of Bethlehem Road. If habitat
exists for this species in the project area, then the likelihood of this species also occurring
there increases.

Shelby Bypass/US 74 (R-2707D H090186-D)

o Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf, currently a federally threatened species, has been documented
by NCDOT in the vicinity of the proposed alignment. If habitat exists for this species in the
project area, then the likelihood of this species also occurring there increases.

US 321 BUS Widening (H184875)

e Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf, currently a federally threatened species, has been documented
from within 0.2 mile east of the project, along an unnamed tributary of Walker Creek and to
the northeast of the Timken Drive/US 321 intersection. If habitat exists for this species in the
project area, then the likelihood of this species also occurring there increases.

US 74 (Wilkerson Blvd) Widening (U6146 H170685)

e (Catawba Lands Conservancy Goat Island Preserve is indicated in the NCNHP Managed Area
data as located on the south side of US 74, adjacent to the highway and the east side of the
South Fork Catawba River. This property is also indicated as a NC Land and Water Fund
Project property. Impacts may require approval from the NC LWF Board of Trustees.
Therefore, advance coordination with the NC LWF is required if any impacts are anticipated.
Contact information for the North Carolina Land and Water Fund can be found on their
website at nclwf.nc.gov. Advance coordination with Catawba Lands Conservancy is also



recommended.

US 74 Upgrade (R-4045)

e Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf, currently a federally threatened species, has been documented
by NCDOT in the vicinity of the proposed project. If habitat exists for this species in the
project area, then the likelihood of this species also occurring there increases.

Union Rd Widening (U-5961 H 150202)

e At the southern terminus of the project, the NCNHP Managed Area data indicates two
parcels on either side of Union Road are owned by the City of Gastonia. These same
properties are also indicated as a NC Land and Water Fund Project properties. Impacts may
require approval from the NC LWF Board of Trustees. Therefore, advance coordination with
the NC LWF is required if any impacts are anticipated. Contact information for the North
Carolina Land and Water Fund can be found on their website at nclwf.nc.gov. Advance
coordination with the City of Gastonia is also recommended.

Webbs Rd Extension (H191670)

e The proposed project appears to cross two parcels owned by Catawba Lands Conservancy.
These same properties are indicated in the NCNHP Managed Area data as a NC Land and
Water Fund Project properties. Impacts may require approval from the NC LWF Board of
Trustees. Therefore, advance coordination with the NC LWF is required if any impacts are
anticipated. Contact information for the North Carolina Land and Water Fund can be found
on their website at nclwf.nc.gov. Advance coordination with Catawba Lands Conservancy is
also recommended.

The NCNHP has the following comments regarding the proposed Non-Highway Projects:

Lincolnton-Lincoln County Region Airport projects (multiple project IDs)

o Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf, currently a federally threatened species, has been documented
from airport property, in the vicinity of the proposed projects. If habitat exists for this
species in the project area, then the likelihood of this species also occurring there increases.

South Fork River Trail Connector

e According to the NCNHP Managed Area data, the proposed project crosses a NC Land and
Water Fund Project property and properties with conservation easements held by Catawba
Lands Conservancy. Impacts may require approval from the NC LWF Board of Trustees.
Therefore, advance coordination with the NC Land and Water Fund is required and advance
coordination with Catawba Lands Conservancy is recommended to ensure the project type is
allowable under the easement restrictions.

Catawba Creek Greenway SE Extension, Ph |

e According to the NCNHP Managed Area data, the eastern portion of the project crosses a NC
Land and Water Fund Project property owned by the City of Gastonia. Impacts may require
approval from the NC LWF Board of Trustees. Therefore, advance coordination with the NC
Land and Water Fund is required and advance coordination with City of Gastonia is strongly
recommended if any impacts are anticipated.

Cramerton-McAdenville Greenway Connector

e The proposed project may cross a preserve owned by Catawba Lands Conservancy, which is
also indicated as a NC Land and Water Fund Project property. Advance coordination with
both the NC Land and Water Fund and Catawba Lands Conservancy is strongly
recommended if any impacts are anticipated.

Dutchmans Creek Greenway (B191899)

e The northern half of the project is proposed to cross a parcel that is adjacent to the west
side of the Catawba River that owned by the City of Mt Holly. This parcel is also indicated as



a NC Land and Water Fund Project property in the NCNHP Managed Areas data. Impacts
may require approval from the NC LWF Board of Trustees. Therefore, advance coordination
with the NC Land and Water Fund is required and advance coordination with the City of Mt
Holly is strongly recommended if any impacts are anticipated.

Schweinitz’s sunflower, a federally endangered species, has been documented from two
locations on the parcel owned by the City of Mt Holly.

NC 27/Catawba River Bridge Widening and Paths (B192172)

A small portion of a conservation easement held by Catawba Lands Conservancy is indicated
in the NCNHP Managed Areas data as adjacent to the project, on the west side of Belmeade
Drive, on the north side of Long Creek. A second easement is indicated on the east side of
Belmeade Drive, covering most of the property owned by the US National Whitewater
Center. Advance coordination with Catawba Lands Conservancy is recommended if impacts
to these easements are anticipated.

The parcels owned by the US National Whitewater Center located on the east side of
Belmeade Drive are indicated as a NC Land and Water Fund project. Impacts may require
approval from the NC LWF Board of Trustees. Therefore, advance coordination with the NC
LWF is required if any impacts are anticipated. Contact information for the North Carolina
Land and Water Fund can be found on their website at nclwf.nc.gov.

Catawba River Bike/Ped Bridge and Paths (B190631)

According to the NCNHP Managed Area data, the proposed project crosses properties
owned by the City of Charlotte with conservation easements held by Catawba Lands
Conservancy. Advance coordination with Catawba Lands Conservancy is recommended to
ensure the project type is allowable under the easement restrictions.

Suzanne Mason
Conservation Data Manager

North Carolina Natural Heritage Program

Office: 919-707-8637
suzanne.mason@ncdcr.gov

121 W. Jones Street, Nature Research Center
1651 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1651

Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube | LinkedIn

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law
and may be disclosed to third parties.

From: Gates, Randi <randig@cityofgastonia.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 4, 2021 11:16 AM
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/north-carolina-department-of-cultural-resources
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U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Asheville Field Office
160 Zillicoa Street Suite B
Asheville, North Carolina 28801

August 31, 2021

Randi P. Gates

MPO Administrator, Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO
150 South York Street

Gastonia, North Carolina 28053

Subject: Scoping Request for the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning
Organization’s (MPO) Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) through 2050, Gaston,
Cleveland, Lincoln, and Mecklenburg Counties, North Carolina

Dear Mrs. Gates:

On August 4, 2021, we received (via e-mail) your letter requesting our comments on the subject
project. We have reviewed the information that you presented, and the following comments are
provided in accordance with the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (42
U.S.C.§ 4321 et seq.); the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 661 -
667¢); the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 703)(MBTA); and section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 - 1543) (Act).

Project Description

According to the information provided, the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO is updating its MTP,
a long-range, fiscally constrained plan that defines the transportation network that will serve both
present and projected volumes of vehicular traffic, public transportation use, bicycle, pedestrian,
aviation, and freight travel in and around the urban area through the year 2050. The MTP is
based on the most accurate and complete information available including, but not limited to,
population and employment growth and land development patterns in and around the urban area.
The MTP must demonstrate fiscal constraint by anticipating future revenues to compensate for
the proposed project investments.

The draft MTP provided includes approximately 246 projects, covering over 200 miles. Work
includes widening roadways, constructing interchanges, roadway improvements, and new
crosswalks, sidewalks, bike facilities, and roundabouts. These projects occur in Cleveland,
Gaston, Lincoln, and Mecklenburg Counties.

Federally Listed Species

The following table contains species with occurrence records in Gaston, Cleveland, Lincoln, and
Mecklenburg counties and for which we have concerns. As your MTP is a long-range plan,
you’ll need to obtain a new species list prior to each project and prior to completing section 7.
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Common Name Scientific Name Federal Status®
Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus BGEPA
Bog turtle Glyptemys muhlenbergii T(S/A)
Dwarf-flowered heartleaf Hexastylis naniflora T
Georgia aster Symphyotrichum georgianum CCA
Little brown bat Myotis lucifugus ARS
Monarch butterfly Danaus plexippus CAN
Northern long-eared bat Myotis septentrionalis T
Schweinitz’s sunflower Helianthus schweinitzii E
Tricolored bat Perimyotis subflavus ARS
Carolina Hemlock Tsuga caroliniana ARS
Margarita River skimmer Macromia margarita ARS
Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos canadensis BGEPA
Atlantic pigtoe Fusconaia masoni PT
Carolina heelsplitter Lasmigona decorata E
Michaux’s sumac Rhus michauxii E
Smooth coneflower Echinacea laevigata E

'E = Endangered, T = Threatened, T(S/A) = Threatened due to Similarity of Appearance, BGEPA = Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act, ARS = At-Risk Species, CAN = Candidate Species, CCA = Candidate Conservation
Agreement

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) no longer relies solely on political or county
boundaries to define species ranges and consultation requirements for many of the species in the
table above. Rather, the species needs to be considered under section 7 if the action area of your
project occurs within the Area of Influence (AOI). To determine this, put your action area into
the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) system (https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/). While
not all AOIs for the species listed above are complete, they will be when many of your projects
are implemented.

If you determine that no suitable habitat is present for each species in the table above, species
surveys are unnecessary and your obligations under section 7 are complete. If you determine
that suitable habitat is present and will be impacted by the project, we often recommend that
species surveys be conducted as they will better inform your effects determination for section 7
purposes. Information on optimal botanical survey windows can be found here:
https://www.fws.gov/southeast/pdf/fact-sheet/north-carolina-optimal-survey-windows-for-at-
risk-and-listed-plants.pdf. Habitat assessments can be done any time of year. Also, as a
reminder, those completing animal surveys must have a section 10(a)(1)(A) permit from the
Service in the event an animal is captured and handled. A condition of the permit is to
coordinate with the Service prior to surveys so that we can determine if a survey and potentially
handling animals is absolutely necessary. If surveys are not performed, you may assume
presence of the species and consult with us under section 7(a)(2).



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecos.fws.gov%2Fipac%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clauren_wilson%40fws.gov%7C9ed11ec1e66143e33ff508d967e6fe2d%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637655064071822094%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hsSZDmtmSmlx8IXmruairatP5YUDmdqji7vxA87B06k%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fws.gov/southeast/pdf/fact-sheet/north-carolina-optimal-survey-windows-for-at-risk-and-listed-plants.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/southeast/pdf/fact-sheet/north-carolina-optimal-survey-windows-for-at-risk-and-listed-plants.pdf
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In accordance with section 7 (a)(2) of the Act and 50 CFR Part 402.01, before any federal
authorization/permits or funding can be issued for these projects, it is the responsibility of the
appropriate federal regulatory/permitting and/or funding agency(ies) to determine whether the
project may affect any federally endangered or threatened species (listed species) or designated
critical habitat. If it is determined that this project may affect any listed species or designated
critical habitat, you must initiate section 7 consultation with this office.

If tree removal is planned, we recommend removing trees outside the bat active season (April 1
to October 15 for northern long-eared bat). We recommend only tree removal during the
winter and encourage grubbing and associated ground clearing during the warmer months when
seeding and site stabilization for erosion control is more effective. A listing review for northern
long-eared bat is expected in the near future. Consultations that use the 4(d) rule for northern
long-eared bat may need to be reinitiated if the 4(d) rule or the listing status of the species
changes.

Records of Georgia aster may occur within the action area. We would appreciate your
consideration and conservation of any Georgia aster that may be found during any project
surveys. Georgia aster is not a listed species but is the subject of a Candidate Conservation
Agreement to which the Service is a signatory.

At-risk species (ARS) are not legally protected under the Act and are not subject to any of its
provisions, including section 7, unless they are formally proposed or listed as endangered or
threatened. Tricolored bat, little brown bat, and Carolina hemlock have been petitioned and
we will be making listing determinations on each of these species in the near future. While lead
federal agencies are not prohibited from jeopardizing the continued existence of an ARS or
proposed species (e.g. Atlantic pigtoe) until the species becomes listed, the prohibition against
jeopardy and taking a listed species under section 9 of the Act applies as soon as the listing
becomes effective, regardless of the stage of completion of the proposed action. Although not
required, we recommend that the presence/absence of these species (and other ARS, depending
on when projects are expected to begin) in the action area be addressed in any biological
assessment or biological evaluation prepared for these projects. Additionally, we encourage you
to coordinate the project with the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission on behalf of
these species.

Fish and Wildlife Resource Recommendations

We are also concerned about the potential effects your projects could have on other natural
resources. As your project list is extensive, we offer an extensive list of general
recommendations for the benefit of fish and wildlife resources:

e Migratory Birds. The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703-712) prohibits the taking,
killing, possession, transportation, and importation of migratory birds (including the bald
eagle), their eggs, parts, and nests, except when specifically authorized by the Department of
the Interior. To avoid impacts to migratory birds, we recommend conducting a visual
inspection of structures to be demolished or maintained and other migratory bird nesting
habitat within the work area during the migratory bird nesting season of March through
September. If migratory birds are discovered nesting in the work area, including an existing
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structure, impacts to the occupied nests should be avoided. If birds are discovered nesting on
or in a structure in the years prior to a proposed construction date, the project proponent, in
consultation with us, should develop measures to discourage birds from establishing nests by
means that will not result in the take of the birds or eggs.

e Bald Eagle. The project site lies within the range of the bald and golden eagle. The bald
eagle has been removed from the federal list of endangered and threatened species due to its
recovery. However, bald and golden eagles continue to be afforded protection by the Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668d) (BGEPA) and MBTA. The BGEPA,
enacted in 1940, and amended several times, prohibits anyone without a permit issued by the
Secretary of the Interior from “taking” bald eagles, including their parts, nests, or eggs.
“Take” is defined as to “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect,
molest or disturb.” “Disturb” means “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to the
degree that interferes with or interrupts normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering habits,
causing injury, death, or nest abandonment.” In addition to immediate impacts, these
definitions also cover impacts that result from human-induced alterations initiated around a
previously used nest site during a time when eagles are not present if, upon an eagle’s return,
such alterations agitate or bother the eagle(s) to a degree that interferes with or interrupts
normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering habits and causes injury, death, or nest abandonment.

If any active nests are located within ' mile of the project site, we request work at the site be
restricted from mid-December through July to prevent adverse impacts to the bald eagle.
This will prevent disturbance of the eagle(s) during the egg-laying period until the young
fledge, which encompasses their most vulnerable life stages. We ask that you consult with
this office before construction begins to confirm that the eagle(s) have left the nest. Once
this has been confirmed, construction may begin. If construction during the restricted time
period of mid-December through July cannot be avoided, then consultation with this office
will be necessary and a “take” permit must be obtained. More information on bald eagle
management, conservation measures, and obtaining a “take” permit for bald eagles can be
found at the following website: Attp.//www.fws.gov/southeast/es/baldeagle/.

e Concrete. At no time should “live” or uncured concrete, concrete leachate, or excess
concrete waste come into contact with surface waters. Concrete contains lime which is
highly toxic to aquatic organisms. Until concrete is fully cured, lime is mobile and dissolves
easily in water (water soluble). Inputs of lime increase the pH of water which can cause a
range of negative effects to aquatic organisms including burns (just like an acid burn) on fish
and direct mortality of a wide variety of aquatic species. To avoid uncured concrete coming
into contact with surface waters, a dry work area should be established for any concrete
work. Site specific measures should be developed to contain concrete in dry work areas and
plans should be established for the safe disposal of any excess concrete waste.

e General Recommendations for Replacing Structures that Cross Rivers and Streams.
We generally recommend the use of clear-spanning bridge structures designed, at a
minimum, to accommodate the active channel width. Use of culverts is discouraged.
Properly sized spanning structures will provide for the passage of aquatic species and
accommodate the movement of debris and bed material. Furthermore, spanning structures


http://www.fws.gov/southeast/es/baldeagle/
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usually: (1) can be constructed with minimal in-stream impacts, (2) do not require stream
channel realignment, and (3) retain the natural streambed conditions; and the horizontal and
vertical clearances may be designed to allow for human and wildlife passage beneath the
structures. If possible, bridge supports (bents) should not be placed in the streams. Bents
can collect debris during flood events, resulting in the scouring of bridge foundations.
In-stream bents can also result in hydrologic changes, such as bedload scour or deposition,
which may adversely affect in-stream habitat.

Deck drains of the spanning structures should not discharge directly into the streams; instead,
they should drain through a vegetated area before entering the streams. Removal of
vegetation in riparian areas should be minimized.

Armoring of the bank with riprap should be minimized. The reseeding of disturbed areas
should be performed promptly after grading, and seed mixes should consist of native
vegetation in order to prevent the spread of invasive plant species.

New structures should be constructed without the use of in-stream causeways or work pads
whenever possible. When causeways are necessary, using the largest washed stone
practicable for the application will prevent unnecessary damage to in-stream habitat and will
facilitate complete removal.

We recommend that all equipment be refueled and receive maintenance outside of the
riparian zone. Refueling and maintenance should take place in designated refueling sites that
are provisioned to quickly contain any spills of fuel, lubricants, and other fluids.

e Erosion and Sedimentation Control. Construction activities near streams, rivers, and lakes
have the potential to cause water pollution and stream degradation if measures to control site
runoff are not properly installed and maintained. In order to effectively reduce erosion and
sedimentation impacts, best management practices specific to the extent and type of
construction should be designed and installed during land disturbing activities and should be
maintained until the project is complete and appropriate stormwater conveyances and
vegetation are reestablished on the site.

A complete design manual, which provides extensive details and procedures for developing
site specific plans to control erosion and sediment and is consistent with the requirements of
the North Carolina Sedimentation and Pollution Control Act and Administrative Rules, is
available at: http.//portal.ncdenr.org/web/lr/publications.

For maximum benefits to water quality and bank stabilization, riparian areas should be
forested; however, if the areas are maintained in grass, they should not be mowed. We
recommend planting disturbed areas with native riparian species. We can provide
information on potential sources of plant material upon request.

e Invasive Exotic Species. We are concerned about the introduction and spread of invasive
exotic species in association with the proposed projects. Without active management,
including the revegetation of disturbed areas with native species, project corridors will likely
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be sources of (and corridors for) the movement of invasive exotic plant species. Exotic
species are a major contributor to species depletion and extinction, second only to habitat
loss. Exotic species are a factor contributing to the endangered or threatened status of more
than 40 percent of the animals and plants on the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened
Wildlife and Plants." Tt is estimated that at least 4,000 exotic plant species and 2,300 exotic
animal species are now established in the United States, costing more than $130 billion a
year to control.? Additionally, the United States Government has many programs and laws in
place to combat invasive species (see www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov). Specifically, Section
2(a)(3) of Executive Order 13112 - Invasive Species (February 3, 1999) directs federal
agencies to “not authorize, fund, or carry out actions that it believes are likely to cause or
promote the introduction or spread of invasive species in the United States or elsewhere.”
Despite their short-term erosion control benefits, many exotic species used in soil
stabilization seed mixes are persistent once they are established, thereby preventing the
reestablishment of native vegetation. Many of these exotic plants® are also aggressive
invaders of nearby natural areas, where they are capable of displacing established native
species. Therefore, we strongly recommend that only species native to the natural
communities within the project area be used in association with all aspects of this project.

e Stream Buffers. Natural, forested riparian buffers are critical to the health of aquatic
ecosystems. They accomplish the following:

1. Catch and filter runoft, thereby helping to prevent nonpoint-source
pollutants from reaching streams.

2. Enhance the in-stream processing of both point- and nonpoint-source
pollutants.

3. Actas “sponges” by absorbing runoff (which reduces the severity of
floods) and by allowing runoff to infiltrate and recharge groundwater levels
(which maintains stream flows during dry periods).

4. Catch and help prevent excess woody debris from entering the stream and
creating logjams.

5. Stabilize stream banks and maintain natural channel morphology.

6. Provide coarse woody debris for habitat structure and most of the
dissolved organic carbon and other nutrients necessary for the aquatic food
web.

7. Maintain air and water temperatures around the stream.

Forested riparian buffers (a minimum 50 feet wide along intermittent streams and 100 feet
wide along perennial streams [or the full extent of the 100-year floodplain, whichever is
greater]) should be created and/or maintained adjacent to all aquatic areas. Within the
watersheds supporting federally listed aquatic species, we recommend undisturbed, forested

'D.S. Wilcove, D. Rothstein, J. Dubow, A. Phillips, and E. Losos. 1998. Quantifying threats to imperiled species in
the United States. BioScience 48:607-615.

2D. Pimentel, L. Lach, R. Zuniga, and D. Morrison. 2000. Environmental and economic costs of nonindigenous
species in the United States. BioScience 50:53-65.

3Lists of invasive exotic plants can be found on the Internet at http.//www.tneppc.org/ and
http://www.invasive.org/eastern/srs/ (exotic wildlife links).
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buffers that are naturally vegetated with trees, shrubs, and herbaceous vegetation. These
buffers should extend a minimum of 200 feet from the banks of all perennial streams and a
minimum of 100 feet from the banks of all intermittent streams (or the full extent of the
100-year floodplain, whichever is greater.) Impervious surfaces, ditches, pipes, roads,
utility lines (sewer, water, gas, transmission, etc.), and other infrastructure that requires
maintenance, cleared rights-of-way and/or compromise the functions and values of the
forested buffers should not occur within these riparian areas.

The Service appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Ms. Lauren
B. Wilson of our staff at lauren wilson@fws.gov if you have any questions. In any future

correspondence concerning this project, please reference our Log Number 21-384.

Sincerely,

Janet Mizzi
Field Supervisor
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GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN

\/5©,

Metropolitan Planning Organization

Post Office Box 1748 150 South York Street
Gastonia, North Carolina 28053 Gastonia, North Carolina 28052
Phone (704) 854-6604 Fax (704) 869-1960

Agenda Item #10

To: TCC Members and Interested Persons

From: Randi Gates, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner

Date: September 8, 2021

RE: FY 22 Call for Special Studies / FY 21-22 UPWP Amendment

BACKGROUND: On August 18th, the GCLMPO issued a Call for Applications for FY 22 Special
Studies. The MPO currently has a total of $75,000 programmed in the FY 21-22 Planning Work
Program for a Regional ITS Plan Update, which will not be initiated this fiscal year. With that,
there is $75,000 ($60,000 Planning (PL) Funds + 20% local match) available to program for a local
transportation planning activity.

A list of applications received by the September 7th deadline will be provided at the meeting.

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend approval of a subcommittee to review applications and rank
prior to the September 23rd MPO Board Meeting.
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From: Gates. Randi

Subject: Prioritization 6.0 (P6) Schedule Halted
Date: Wednesday, August 18, 2021 3:59:00 PM
Attachments: NCDOT Memo - BOT approval of P6 Halt.pdf
Importance: High

GCLMPO Board and TCC,

The P6 Workgroup met in July 2021 to review the latest update on funding availability for new
projects resulting from P6 scoring. Bottom line is that low initial cost estimates coupled with rising
right of way, utilities, and construction costs have caused the outlook for programming the future
2024-2033 STIP to be a major concern. When considering just currently committed projects, little to
no funding will be available for programming of new P6 project submittals. The Workgroup reached
consensus that moving forward with P6 local input points does not seem appropriate and
recommended to the NC Board of Transportation that the remainder of P6 be halted. SPOT shared
this recommendation with the NCDOT BOT on August 4th and the Board Members concurred.

The SPOT Office continues to finalize quantitative scores for P6 project submittals and intend to
release this information in September 2021. The Workgroup continues to meet with NCDOT STIP
staff on determining a solution to balance and schedule the future 2024-2033 STIP using a subset of
existing projects from the currently adopted 2020-2029 STIP. The plan will be to present the draft
2024-2033 STIP to the Board of Transportation in the Fall of 2022.

What does this halt mean?

e The next draft STIP does not have to be prepared and presented until December 2022.
e The halt allows NCDOT time to complete project estimate updates.
e The halt allows MPOs/RPOs time to work on this at the local level.

e The halt allows the workgroup/NCDOT the opportunity to continue to evaluate various
options for creating the next draft STIP.

| will continue to keep you all posted as | know more.

Regards,
Randi

Mrs. Randi P. Gates, AICP
Principal Transportation Planner
MPO Administrator
Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO

150 South York Street

PO Box 1748

Gastonia, NC 28053

Office: 704-854-6604

Mobile: 980-925-7405

randig@cityofgastonia.com
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Roy COOPER J. ERIC BOYETTE
GOVERNOR SECRETARY

August 18, 2021

MEMO TO: MPQOs, RPOs, NCDOT Division Planning staff
FROM: Van Argabright, PE

Director, Division of Planning & Programming W
SUBJECT: Prioritization 6.0 (P6) Schedule Halted

The P6 Workgroup met in July 2021 to review the latest update on funding availability for new
projects resulting from P6 scoring. Bottom line is that low initial cost estimates coupled with rising
right of way, utilities, and construction costs have caused the outlook for programming the future
2024-2033 STIP to be a major concern. When considering just currently committed projects, little
to no funding will be available for programming of new P6 project submittals. The Workgroup
reached consensus that moving forward with P6 local input points does not seem appropriate and
recommended to the NC Board of Transportation that the remainder of P6 be halted. SPOT shared
this recommendation with the NCDOT BOT on August 4" and the Board Members concurred.

The SPOT Office continues to finalize quantitative scores for P6 project submittals and intend to
release this information in September 2021. The Workgroup continues to meet with NCDOT STIP
staff on determining a solution to balance and schedule the future 2024-2033 STIP using a subset of
existing projects from the currently adopted 2020-2029 STIP. The plan will be to present the draft
2024-2033 STIP to the Board of Transportation in the Fall of 2022.

If you have any questions, please contact me or Jason Schronce (SPOT Manager) via email to
discuss. Thank you.

cc: Ronnie Keeter, Chief Engineer
Chris Peoples, Deputy Chief Engineer
Greg Burns, Eastern Deputy Chief Engineer
Brian Burch, Western Deputy Chief Engineer
Joey Hopkins, Planning Deputy Chief Engineer
Division Engineers
Lamar Sylvester, Director of Field Support
Christopher Werner, Director of Technical Services
Edward Parker, Assistant Division Administrator, FHWA — NC Division
George Hoops, Planning & Program Development Leader, FHWA — NC Division

Mailing Address: Telephone: (919) 707-4610 Lacation:
NC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Fax: (919) 733-3585 1 SOUTH WILMINGTON STREET
DIVISION OF PLANNING AND Custonter Service; 1-877-368-4968 RALEIGH, NC 27601
PROGRAMMING

1534 MAIL SERVICE CENTER .
RALEIGH, NC 27699-1534 Website: wyw nedot.gov
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GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN

&

Metropolitan Planning Organization

Post Office Box 1748

Gastonia, North

Carolina 28053

Phone (704) 854-6604

To:
From:
Date:
Subject:

Agenda Item #11c

TCC Members and Interested Persons
MPO Staff

September 8, 2021

Area Transit Systems Ridership Update

150 South York Street
Gastonia, North Carolina 28052
Fax (704) 869-1960

@x Gastonia Express Bus Ridership Trends

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Avg.
Jan 4,426| 3,873| 4,451| 4,382 3,581| 3,588 2,881| 3,131 3,021 3,758] 3,819 399] 3,542
Feb 4,553| 4,279| 4,213| 4,266| 3,372 3,155 3,386 3,155 3,289 3,151] 3,325 383] 3,476
March 5,407 4,844| 4,161| 4,165 3,348 4,021| 3,754 3,614 3,587 3,526 2,339 462 3,926
April 5,077 4,370 4,031| 4,205 3,444| 3,882| 3,303 2,833 3,391 3,563 305 417 3,652
May 4,666| 4,530| 4,240| 4,328| 3,544| 3,349| 3,249| 3,002| 3,623| 3,754 253 426 3,718
June 5,163| 4,419| 3,857| 3,858 3,743| 3,584| 3,473 3,090 3,158 3,444 467 3,756
July 5,343| 3,982| 4,172| 4,181 3,791| 3,461| 2,974 2,623| 3,232 3,768 628 3,787
Aug 5,371| 5394| 4,978| 4,221 3,821 3,597| 3,571 3,210f 3,712 4,084 576 4,132
Sept 4,870| 4,692| 3,490| 3,987| 3,487| 3,246] 3,194| 2,597 3,111 3,821 577 3,822
Oct 4,644| 4,608| 4,616| 4,271| 3,083| 3,657 3,293| 3,194 3,801 4,303 590 4,065
Nov 4,013| 4,273| 4,144| 3,493| 3,083| 3,222 3,043| 2,676| 3,424| 3,426 567 3,502
Dec 3,574| 3,689| 3,541| 3,256 3,312| 2,790] 2,594| 2,465| 2,622 3,291 459 3,150
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Metropolitan Planning Organization

Post Office Box 1748 150 South York Street
Gastonia, North Carolina 28053 Gastonia, North Carolina 28052
Phone (704) 854-6604 Fax (704) 869-1960

G

“ Gastonia Transit Bus Ridership Trends

2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | Ave.
Jan 20,498(19,373(23,798(24,202| 22,764 | 23,221 | 16,892 | 15,917 | 13,451 13,911] 14,203] 11,368] 19,713
Feb 20,138|21,338(24,528|24,566| 20,422 | 18,732 19,743 18,203 | 15,082| 12,777 13,990| 11,426] 19,370
March  [22,883(24,003|25,551|24,064 22,049 {21,326 20,556 19,460| 16,246| 13,477] 12,361| 12,970| 20,534
April 22,148|22,43323,422|23,536| 22,982 [ 21,499 19,417| 15,478 | 15,574| 13,336] 6,816 12,543| 19,384
May 20,80722,64224,206| 23,646 23,811 (20,223 17,714 | 17,203 | 15,767| 14,647 7,511 11,435] 19,955
June 23,417]25,000(23,884(22,960] 23,768 | 24,080 [ 19,812 16,711 15,287] 13,208] 9,623] 13,491 20,656
July 22,61518,130(23,293 24,473 | 24,587 | 22,129 18,026 | 14,844 | 14,602| 14,676] 9,778 13,108| 19,956
Aug 24,432|26,746|28,22327,164| 26,897 [ 21,844 | 20,474 18,129 | 17,907| 15,382 11,039 22,372
Sept 24,182|23,770|25,028| 24,238 | 22,522 [ 21,622 | 19,990 16,398 | 14,216| 14,544 11,271 20,606
Oct 24,243(24,116 30,064 26,942 | 24,971 (22,237 19,939 17,577 | 16,267| 16,713 13,341 22,337
Nov 23,26622,779 25,818 21,852 19,708 [ 19,466 | 18,542 15,441 | 13,383| 13,002 11,879 19,220
Dec 22,532|24,134|23,661(22,630(22,014 [ 21,420 17,569 14,321 | 11,599| 13,113 13,028 19,357
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—tA\cc

Transportation Administration Cleveland County Transit Bus Ridership Trends

2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Avg.
Jan 5,073 [ 4,249 | 5,511 [ 4,965 | 5,613 | 5,971 | 2,997 | 4,911
Feb 3,856 | 5,198 | 5,383 [ 5,105 | 5,246 | 5,372 | 3,105 | 4,752
March 5,469 | 5,484 | 5,906 | 5,494 | 5,545 | 4,573 | 3,763 | 5,176
April 5,404 | 4,938 | 5,102 | 5,377 | 5,388 | 1,851 | 3,362 | 4,489
May 5,121 [ 4,991 | 6,087 | 5,471 | 55535 | 2,147 | 4,001 | 4,765
June 5,637 [ 5,690 | 6,153 [ 5,263 | 4,984 | 3,059 | 4,345 | 5,019
July 4,853 | 5,503 | 5,740 | 5,522 | 5,051 | 5,550 | 3,025 5,035
Aug 4,877 | 5347 ]| 6,525 ]| 6,945 | 5,848 | 5,654 | 3,174 5,481
Sept 5,297 | 5,554 | 5,943 | 5,303 | 5,182 | 5,494 | 3,364 5,162
Oct 5,891 | 5,750 | 5,919 | 5,860 | 5,967 | 6,190 | 3,656 5,605
Nov 4,768 | 4,945 | 5,906 | 5,377 | 5,100 | 4,982 | 3,293 4,910
Dec 4,684 | 4,867 | 5,523 | 4,715 | 4,271 | 4,911 | 3,223 4,599
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Gastonia, North Carolina 28053 Gastonia, North Carolina 28052
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Transportation Lincoln County

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Avg.

Jan 6,008 | 5144 | 4,162 | 5001 | 4914 | 5448 | 5659 | 1,834 | 4,771
Feb 5,807 | 4,258 | 4,892 | 5,001 | 5527 | 5483 | 5353 | 1,908 | 4,779
March 6,317 | 5,787 | 5494 | 5,943 | 5310 | 5808 | 4,962 | 2,461 | 5323
April 7117 | 5,592 | 5,079 | 5,000 | 5,859 | 5961 | 1,406 | 2,346 | 4,795
May 7,081 | 5,080 | 5,100 | 5,699 | 5,855 | 6,104 | 1,611 | 2,222 | 4,344
June 6,492 | 5,662 | 4,887 | 5,784 | 5,631 | 5259 | 2,052 | 2,457 | 4,778
July 6,223 | 5,658 | 5387 | 4,948 | 5,144 | 5431 | 5805 | 1,967 | 1,930 | 4,721
Aug 6,161 | 5,481 | 5,298 | 5,629 | 5,045 | 6,103 | 5999 | 2,127 5343
Sept 5,849 | 5,735 | 5176 | 5,266 | 5,185 | 5051 | 5491 | 2,040 4,974
Oct 7,912 | 6,025 | 5,210 | 5,532 | 5,956 | 6,294 | 6,345 | 2,296 5,696
Nov 6,186 | 4,637 | 4,769 | 5179 | 5,174 | 5384 | 5018 | 1,824 4,771
Dec 5,767 | 5149 | 4,854 | 4,022 | 5,094 | 4,963 | 5904 | 1,888 4,818
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Post Office Box 1748
Gastonia, North Carolina 28053
Phone (704) 854-6604

Gaston County ACCESS

150 South York Street
Gastonia, North Carolina 28052
Fax (704) 869-1960

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Avg.
Jan 11,368 (11,760 8,859 | 9,067 8,229 5,667| 4,554 2,097| 7,700
Feb 10,295 8,900 | 10,623 | 9,929 9,666( 5358| 4,481 2,617 7,734
March 12,379(11,939|11,245]10,777 9,448 5,204| 2,677| 3,256] 8,366
April 12,299(12,215111,379| 9,197 9,270 4,710 878 2,984 7,867
May 11,927(11,559(11,945|10,914 9,831 5,291 800 2,758 8,128
June 10,136 (11,08010,527| 9,353 8,350( 4,140 813 2,859 7,157
July 11,819]10,872| 9,923 | 8,340 | 8,517 9,193 4,923| 2,007 2,637 7,581
Aug 11,780]10,831| 9,328 |10,332 9,981 9,476/ 5,060] 2,938 8,716
Sept 11,661]11,161| 9,705 [10,032 8,943 3,988 4,902 2,811 7,900
Oct 13,838]13,022(10,607[10,502 | 9,025 5,257 5,539] 3,384 8,897
Nov 10,583]10,016| 8,988 | 9,422 | 8,658 4,745 4,141 2,632 7,398
Dec 10,176]10,615| 8,985 | 8,597 | 7,475 3,287 3,666] 2,563 6,921
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