MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
for
CONTINUING, COOPERATIVE, AND COMPREHENSIVE
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
including

THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, THE CITY
OF BELMONT, THE CITY OF BESSEMER CITY, THE TOWN OF
BOILING SPRINGS, THE CITY OF CHERRYVILLE, THE TOWN OF
CRAMERTON, THE TOWN OF DALLAS, THE CITY OF GASTONIA,
THE CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN, THE CITY OF LINCOLNTON, THE
CITY OF LOWELL, THE CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY, THE TOWN OF
RANLO, THE CITY OF SHELBY, THE TOWN OF STANLEY, THE
COUNTY OF CLEVELAND (THE TOWN OF BELWOOD, THE TOWN
OF CASAR, TOWN OF EARL, TOWN OF FALLSTON, THE TOWN OF
GROVER, TOWN OF KINGSTOWN, THE TOWN OF LATTIMORE,
THE TOWN OF LAWNDALE, THE TOWN OF MOORESBORO, THE
TOWN OF PATTERSON SPRINGS, THE TOWN OF POLKVILLE, AND
THE TOWN OF WACO), THE COUNTY OF GASTON (INCLUDING
THE TOWN OF DELLVIEW, THE TOWN OF HIGH SHOALS, THE
TOWN OF MCADENVILLE, THE TOWN OF SPENCER MOUNTAIN),
THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN (INCLUDING THE TOWN OF MAIDEN),
AND THE NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
(THE STATE), IN COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (Hereinafter referred to as the
Municipalities, the Counties and the State)

WITNESSETH THAT

WHEREAS, each MPO is required to develop a Metropolitan Transportation Plan in cooperation
with NCDOT and in accordance with 23 U.S.C. § 134, any subsequent amendments to that
statute, and any implementing regulations; and a Metropolitan Transportation Plan as per
Chapter 136, Article 3A, Section 136-66.2(a) of the General Statutes of North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Transportation Plan, once adopted shall serve as the basis for
future transportation improvements within the MPO; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of these parties that all prior Memoranda of Understanding between
the parties be superseded and replaced by this Memorandum of Understanding;

NOW THEREFORE the following Memorandum of Understanding is made:
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SECTION 1

It is hereby agreed that the Municipalities, the Counties and the State in cooperation with the
United States Department of Transportation will participate in a continuing, cooperative, and
comprehensive transportation planning process, with responsibilities and undertakings as related
in the following paragraphs.

1.

The Gaston - Cleveland - Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization shall include the
governing boards of the Municipalities, the Counties, an MPO Transportation Policy
Board hereinafter defined as the MPO Board, and a Technical Coordinating Committee
hereinafter defined.

The area involved shall be comprised of the Gastonia, NC-SC Urbanized Area as defined
by the United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, plus that area
beyond the existing Urbanized Area boundary that is expected to become urbanized
within a twenty-year planning period (pursuant to agreements with surrounding
Metropolitan Planning Organizations and local governments). This planning area is
hereinafter referred to as the Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA).

The Urbanized Area Boundary and the MPA shall be periodically reviewed and revised
in light of new developments and basic data projections for the current planning period.

The continuing transportation planning process shall be a cooperative one, and all
planning discussions shall be reflective of and responsive to the programs of the North
Carolina Department of Transportation and to the comprehensive plans for growth and
development of the municipalities and the counties.

The continuing transportation planning process will be in accordance with the intent,
procedures, and programs of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended.

Transportation policy decisions within the Gaston - Cleveland - Lincoln MPO are the
responsibility of the Municipalities and the Counties and the State.

Transportation plans and programs and land-use policies and programs for the MPO
which have regional impacts will be coordinated with contiguous MPO’s and RPO’s.

The MPO Board is hereby established with the responsibility for serving as a forum for
cooperative transportation planning and decision making for the Metropolitan Planning
Organization. The MPO Board shall consist of representatives of the Municipalities,
Counties and State as set forth below. Representatives of voting member Municipalities
and Counties shall be elected officials appointed by their respective governing bodies.
Non voting members of the MPO Board need not be elected officials. The MPO Board
members shall have the responsibility for keeping their respective policy boards informed
of the status and requirements of the transportation planning process; assisting in the
dissemination and clarification of the decisions, inclinations, and policies of their
respective policy boards; and ensuring meaningful citizen participation in the
transportation planning process.
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The MPO Board shall be responsible for carrying out the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 134;
Sections 5 (1) and 8 (a) and 8 (c) of the Federal Transit Act of 1964, as amended; and 49
U.S.C. 1604 (1) and 1607 (a) and 1607 (c); including:

A.

H.

Review and approval of a Prospectus for transportation planning which defines work
tasks and responsibilities for the various agencies participating in the transportation
planning process;

Review and approval of the transportation Unified Planning Work Program;

Review and approval of the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and
the local Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for multimodal capital and
operating expenditures to ensure coordination between local and State capital and
operating improvement programs;

Review, approval and endorsement of changes to the Federal-Aid Functional
Classification System and Metropolitan Planning Area Boundary,

Review and approval of changes to the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) and
Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP). As required by North Carolina General
Statute 136-66.2(d), revisions to the CTP must be jointly approved by the MPO and
the North Carolina Department of Transportation;

Establishment of goals and objectives for the transportation planning process
reflective of and responsive to comprehensive plans for growth and development in the
Gaston - Cleveland - Lincoln MPO,;

The MPO Board shall review and approve related transportation planning products for
the non-attainment area in conformance with federal regulations;

Development and approval of MPO Board Bylaws for the purpose of establishing a
quorum, officers, and operating policies and procedures.

The voting membership of the MPO Board shall be composed of the following 19
representatives:

a. One member from the City of Belmont

One member from the City of Bessemer City
One member from the Town of Boiling Springs
One member from the City of Cherryville

One member from the Town of Cramerton

One member from the Town of Dallas

Two members from the City of Gastonia
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One member from the City of Kings Mountain

T

One member from the City of Lincolnton

j. One member from the City of Lowell

k. One member from the City of Mount Holly
1. One member from the Town of Ranlo

m. One member from the City of Shelby
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One member from the Town of Stanley
One member from the County of Cleveland
One member from the County of Gaston

2w e B

One member from the County of Lincoln
r. One member from the NC Board of Transportation
In addition, one representative from each of the following bodies may serve as non-
voting members:
Town of Belwood

P

Town of Casar

Town of Dellview
Town of Earl

Town of Fallston
Town of Grover
Town of High Shoals
Town of Kingstown

P®@ oMo ao o

Town of Lattimore

[

Town of Lawndale

Town of Maiden

Town of McAdenville
. Town of Mooresboro

ol ol

Town of Patterson Springs

Town of Polkville

Town of Spencer Mountain

Town of Waco

Chambers of Commerce

North Carolina Turnpike Authority

Federal Highway Administration, North Carolina Division
Federal Transit Administration, Region IV

£~ ®m oD OB g

The MPO Board shall meet as often as deemed appropriate and advisable. Meetings shall
be regulated within the Board Bylaws. On the basis of a majority vote of its membership,
the Board may appoint a member of the Board to act as Chair with the responsibility for
coordination of the Board’s activities and a member to act as a Vice-Chair to fulfill Chair
duties in the absence of the Chair. A member of the staff of the Lead Planning Agency
shall serve as Secretary to the Board. The BoardTPB shall appoint, from time to time,
such subcommittees as needed for the efficient operation of that body.

9. A TECHNICAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE (TCC) shall be established with the
responsibility for general review, guidance, and coordination of the transportation
planning process for the MPO and for making recommendations to the respective local
and State governmental agencies and to the MPO Board regarding any necessary actions
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relating to the continuing transportation planning process. The TCC shall be responsible
for the development, review, and recommendations for the Prospectus, Unified Planning
Work Program, STIP, MTIP, Urbanized Area Boundary, MPA, Federal-Aid Urban

System, CTP, and MTP. The TCC shall also be responsible for promoting citizen

participation in the planning process and preparing documentation reports for
transportation studies.

Membership of the TCC shall include technical representation from local and State
agencies directly related to and concerned with the transportation planning process for the
MPO. Voting membership shall be comprised of the following 28 representatives:

NXXS<CHAYTOTOZIrA=~"IOINMUO®)»

City of Belmont

City of Bessemer City

Town of Boiling Springs

City of Cherryville

Town of Cramerton

Town of Dallas

City of Gastonia

City of Kings Mountain

City of Lincolnton

City of Lowell

City of Mount Holly

Town of Ranlo

Town of Stanley

City of Shelby

County of Cleveland

County of Gaston

County of Lincoln

Gastonia Transit

Gaston County ACCESS

Cleveland County Economic Development Partnership
Gaston Economic Development Commission
Lincoln Economic Development Association
NCDOT, Transportation Planning Branch
NCDOQOT, Division 12

NCDOT, Public Transportation Division
Transportation Administration of Cleveland County

AA. Transportation Lincoln County

(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(3 Representatives)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
(1 Representative)
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In addition, one representative from each of the following bodies may serve as non-
voting members:

Town of Belwood

Town of Casar

Town of Dellview

Town of Earl

Town of Fallston

Town of Grover

Town of High Shoals

Town of Kingstown

@ ae o

Town of Lattimore

[

Town of Lawndale

Town of Maiden

Town of McAdenville
. Town of Mooresboro

e i

Town of Patterson Springs

Town of Polkville

Town of Spencer Mountain

Town of Waco

Gaston College

Cleveland Community College

Belmont Abbey College

Gardner Webb University

Centralina Council of Governments
. NCDOT, Rail Division

NCDOT, Bicycle/Pedestrian Division

NCDOT, Aviation Division

NCDOT, Public Transportation Division
aa. Federal Highway Administration, North Carolina Division
bb. Federal Transit Administration, Region IV

N% M £ ¢ @ o8 0B B

Municipalities with less than 1,000 residents in the MPA according to the most recent
decennial Census are represented by their respective County member representatives in
voting procedures and per capita cost share allocation payments.

The TCC shall meet as often as deemed appropriate and advisable. Meetings procedures
shall be regulated within the TCC Bylaws. The TCC shall serve as the primary means for
citizen input to the continuing transportation planning process. During transportation
plan re-evaluation, citizen involvement in the planning process shall be encouraged in the
goals and objectives and in the plan formation stages. This citizen involvement shall be
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obtained through goals-and-objectives surveys, neighborhood forums, public hearings, or
other procedures deemed appropriate and advisable.

10. The MPO Board shall develop and maintain a process of public input in compliance with

Federal and State laws and regulations. The process shall be periodically reviewed to
ensure the maximum participation from the public. The method of public participation
shall assure appropriate participation from the disabled and minority communities.

SECTION 2

It is further agreed that the subscribing agencies shall have the following responsibilities:

1.

CITY OF GASTONIA

The City of Gastonia shall serve as the LEAD PLANNING AGENCY for the
transportation planning process in the MPO and shall assist in this transportation
planning process by providing the other participants to this agreement with
transportation planning assistance. The Lead Planning Agency shall coordinate
highway, public transportation, and alternative systems planning to maximize the
utilization of federal, state, and local resources. In this role, the Lead Planning Agency
shall encourage the maximum participation from the public and governmental agencies
to ensure ongoing, cooperative transportation programs. The Lead Planning Agency
shall provide staff assistance in a fair and uniform manner through the annual Unified
Planning Work Program, and all federal-aid planning grant funds available shall be
expended in accordance with the Unified Planning Work Program. Additionally, the
Lead Planning Agency shall review and advise zoning and subdivision approvals within
the MPA, in accordance with the adopted MTP and CTP.

MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES

Municipalities and counties shall assist in the transportation planning process by
providing planning assistance, data, and inventories in accordance with the Prospectus.
Additionally, they shall coordinate zoning and subdivision approval within their
jurisdictions in accordance with the adopted MTP.

3. NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

The Department shall assist in the transportation planning process by providing planning
assistance, data, and inventories in accordance with the Prospectus. The Department, to
the fullest extent possible and as permitted by existing State and Federal regulations, shall
provide assistance in the protection of necessary rights-of-way for those thoroughfares
designated on the adopted MTP.

SECTION 3

The Municipalities and counties that serve as voting members of the MPO Board and TCC shall
participate in funding the local match portion of the cost of the annual Unified Planning Work
Program, as approved by the MPO Board. The local match portion is that which is not covered
by federal or state funding. The local match portion share to be paid by each voting member
government will be based upon its pro rata share of population within the MPO utilizing the most
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recent U.S. decennial census data. In addition to the population of unincorporated areas, County
populations shall also include the population of all incorporated areas of jurisdictions under
1,000. This local match portion share shall be invoiced in arrears on a quarterly basis by the City
of Gastonia, acting as Lead Planning Agency, and as recipient of the federal planning funds
distributed by the North Carolina Department of Transportation.

If any voting member government does not pay its full share of the local match portion of the
Unified Planning Work Program as calculated above, the City of Gastonia, acting as Lead
Planning Agency, shall cover the balance of this member’s share in addition to its own. Voting
member governments not paying their full local match portion share for three (3) quarters,
(consecutive or non-consecutive) shall lose voting privileges until the three outstanding
payments and current quarter’s payment are received in full. Once a delinquent voting member
government remits its outstanding local match portion share, the City of Gastonia shall be
reimbursed.

In addition to the local match portion share, MPO member governments may also voluntarily
contribute additional funds for other purposes such as to participate in funding the costs of
special studies, or other specialized services as mutually agreed upon.

SECTION 4

This agreement remains in effect until the Gaston - Cleveland - Lincoln MPO is re-designated
under 23 U.S.C. 134(d) (5), or the agreement is voided by mutual consent. Parties to this
Memorandum of Understanding may terminate their participation in the continuing
transportation planning process by giving written notice to the other parties thirty (30) days prior
to the date of termination.

SECTION 5

This Memorandum of Understanding supersedes and replaces any prior Memorandum(s) of
Understanding between the parties regarding the Gaston - Cleveland - Lincoln MPO.

SECTION 6

In witness thereof, the parties of this Memorandum of Understanding have been authorized by
appropriate and proper resolutions to sign the same, Mayors of voting member municipalities
County Commission Chairs and the North Carolina Department of Transportation Secretary, this
the {7 dayof ggtebev, 2013.
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APPENDIX A

VOTING MEMBER POPULATIONS

Member Jurisdiction MPA Population (2010) % of Total
Belmont 10,076 2.6%
Bessemer City 5,340 1.4%
Boiling Springs 4,647 1.2%
Cherryville 5,760 1.5%
Cleveland County 63,866 16.7%
Cramerton 4,165 1.1%
Dallas 4,488 1.2%
Gaston County 79,290 20.7%
Gastonia 71,741 18.8%
Kings Mountain 10,296 2.7%
Lincoln County 67,779 17.7%
Lincolnton 10,486 2.8%
Lowell 3,526 0.9%
Mount Holly 13,656 3.6%
Ranlo 3,434 0.9%
Shelby 20,323 5.3%
Stanley 3,556 0.9%
Total 382,429 100.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census
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APPENDIX B

NON-VOTING MEMBER POPULATIONS
Jurisdiction MPA Population (2010)

Belwood 950

Casar 297
Dellview 13

Earl 260
Fallston 607
Grover 708

High Shoals 696
Kingstown 681
Lattimore 488
Lawndale 606
Maiden 2
McAdenville 651
Mooresboro 311
Patterson Springs 622
Polkville 545
Spencer Mountain 37

Waco 321

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census
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(Seal) NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Secretary of Trafls ortation

LA

Date lo- 17~ 20/3
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(Seal) CITY OF BELMONT

AL Ao @«/ZW,J ! %ﬁyw

Clerk ) Mayor

Resolution Date \\ 2 \\,él@‘\i 3
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CITY OF BESSEMER CITY

Resolution Date 7/ ‘7/ 1%
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(Seal) CITY OF BELMONT
By

Clerk Mayor

Resolution Date

(Seal) CITY OF BESSEMER CITY
By

Clerk Mayor

Resolution Date

(Seal) TOWN OF BOILING SPRINGS

Clerk Mayer/

Resolution Date £ C}l/ Jj/&d@

(Seal) CITY OF CHERRYVILLE
, By

Clerk Mayor

Resolutiﬁn Date
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Seal) CITY OF CHERRYVILLE

J QMO ‘*’A LO By %/%LZL(A (ZMZ/[/

Clerk Mayor

—— /4 / 2013

Gaston - Cleveland - Lincoln MPO Memorandum of Understanding for Transportation Planning Page 14



(Seal) COUNTY OF CLEVELAND

W By L rcouo \\mg\;n

Clerk - Chan RondILIJ wlkins

Resolution Date _%&(5‘{'% 2013
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- § TOWN OF CRAMERTON

”//C//)ﬁ/// { ' yp /Q/ é //ﬁ%@

L shin 9‘ /I ﬂ‘//‘ By

Clerk

Resolution Date q - 3 - } 5
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’ (Scélj_ TOWN OF DALLAS
’ﬂ/ﬁu a /@//wcw By M (e,
Clerk~ ’ Mafzor

Resolution Date ﬁ@! . 55 &0/ 3
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(Seal)

TOWN OF SHELBY

By

Clerk Mayor

Resolution Date

(Seal) TOWN OF STANLEY
By

Clerk Mayor

Resolution Date

(Seal) COUNTY OF CLEVELAND
By

Clerk Chair, Ronald J. Hawkins

Resolution Date

(Seal)

COUNTY OF GASTON

%Mﬁ/

Clerk

Resolution Date & /73 /éﬁf 3

Chair, Mlcke rice

(Seal)

COUNTY OF LINCOLN
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CITY OF GASTONIA

=
-.' '- ‘. T
"" "‘ olol" o‘\e
" \\
Yay \
" mm“ /mﬂﬁ/{}n
By

/J/ 2l
Clerk

Resolution Date 8 Z’(z “3
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(Seal) TOWN OF CRAMERTON

By

Clerk Mayor

Resolution Date

(Seal) TOWN OF DALLAS
By

Clerk Mayor

Resolution Date

(Seal) CITY OF GASTONIA
By

Clerk Mayor

Resolution Date

(Seal) CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN

Clerk

Resolution Date 8- 271~ (>
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(Seal) COUNTY OF LINCOLN

{L%ﬁm by OOL >N

Cler Chairman

Resolution Date ﬂ\\ﬂ\\@

e | ¥
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CITY OF LINCOLNTON

O Hlle [/

B

y
Mayor

Resolution Date 9-12- |3 (Amenﬂl-‘vd Mou)
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(Seal)

CITY OF LINCOLNTON

By

Clerk

Resolution Date

Mayor

: (?eal)

CITY OF LOWELL

By Q?’,{ /fi.u' ,.Z}}D Wy

C]erk

\\' - -

Resolution Date ,7’/52 /t) //j

)Z(éh _O (/Gé //IML[U
7,

ayor

(Seal) CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY
By

Clerk Mayor

Resolution Date

(Seal) TOWN OF RANLO
By

Clerk Mayor

Resolution Date
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(Seal)

Clerk

CITY OF LINCOLNTON

Resolution Date

Mayor

(Seal)

Clerk

CITY OF LOWELL

By

Resolution Date

\\\\\HHU,

Mayor
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Vi

AAORY,

7
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Resolution Date 07, / ﬁ‘f/ L0/(3

CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY

(Seal)

Clerk

TOWN OF RANLO

By

Resolution Date

Mayor
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TOWN OF RANLO

/) s )
By %w/ /L[A?// -

ﬁayor

Resolution Date O &7 : Q? =13
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TOWN OF SHELBY

Resolution Dath / 9 Ro/3

57 Hol3
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(Seal) TOWN OF STANLEY

%f}% /z//j,u u) B\///t/: J /

Clerk Mayor
v

Resolution Date Q/ 5/! / ?
~
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