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AGENDA 
 
The MPO Board of the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will 
meet Thursday, March 28, 2019 in the Gastonia Police Department Community Room.  The 
Police Department is located at 200 Long Avenue in Gastonia, NC.  Dinner will be served at 5:45 
PM and the meeting will begin at 6:30 PM.  The following is the agenda for the meeting: 
 
1. Set Agenda 

Presenter: Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chair 
The agenda needs to be set to include adding “New” or “Other Business.” 

 
2. Determination of Quorum and Good Standing 

Presenter: Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chair 
The bylaws for the MPO require a quorum of 50% of voting members. This requires 
attendance of at least nine (9) of the following members: 

 
[    ] City of Belmont 
[    ] City of Bessemer City  
[    ] Town of Boiling Springs 
[    ] City of Cherryville 
[    ] Town of Cramerton  
[    ] Town of Dallas 
[    ] City of Gastonia (1/2) 
[    ] City of Gastonia (2/2)  
[    ] City of Kings Mountain 

[    ] City of Lincolnton 
[    ] City of Lowell  
[    ] City of Mount Holly 
[    ] Town of Ranlo 
[    ] City of Shelby 
[    ] Town of Stanley 
[    ] County of Cleveland 
[    ] County of Gaston 
[    ] County of Lincoln

 
      *Not in Good Standing (Missed three or more consecutive meetings) 
 

[    ] NC Board of Transportation 
 

According to the MPO Board Bylaws, the NC Board of Transportation member is the only 
voting member that does not count towards the quorum.  
 

3. Ethics Awareness & Conflict of Interest Reminder 
Presenter: Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chair 
At each MPO Board meeting, the Chair must read the ethics awareness and conflict of interest 
reminder. 
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4. Approval of Minutes 
Presenter: Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chair 
Review and adopt the minutes from the regularly scheduled meeting of January 24, 2019.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED: Approve as presented. 
 

5. Introduction of Members & Guests 
Presenter: Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chair 
All guests shall introduce themselves at this time. 
 

6. Public Comment 
Presenter: Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chair 
Any public comment will be presented and addressed at this time. Each person desiring to 
speak shall fill out a form prior to the beginning of the MPO meeting. Each person has three 
(3) minutes to speak. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
7. 2018-2027 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP) Modifications 
 

R-5712 LINCOLN 
COUNTY 

NC 16 BUSINESS, INTERSECTION OF NC 16 
BUSINESS AND SR 1439 (UNITY CHURCH 
ROAD)/SR 1387 (TRIANGLE CIRCLE). ADD TURN 
LANES. 
TO ALLOW ADDITIONAL TIME FOR DESIGN, DELAY 
CONSTRUCTION FROM FY 19 TO FY 20. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY  
FY 2019 - $   180,000 (T) 

CONSTRUCTION  
FY 2020 - $   120,000 (T) 
FY 2021 - $2,280,000 (T) 

                               $2,580,000 

U-5819 GASTON 
COUNTY 

NC 27 (WEST CHARLOTTE AVENUE), 
INTERSECTION OF NC 27 (WEST CHARLOTTE 
AVENUE) AND SR 2534 (HAWTHORNE STREET). 
CONSTRUCT INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS. 
TO ALLOW ADDITIONAL TIME FOR PLANNING 
AND DESIGN, DELAY ROW FROM FY 19 TO FY 20 
AND CONSTRUCTION FROM FY 20 TO FY 21. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY  
FY 2020 - $   450,000 (T) 

CONSTRUCTION  
FY 2021 - $   950,000 (T) 
FY 2022 - $   950,000 (T) 

                               $2,350,000 

U-5821 GASTON 
COUNTY 

NC 279 (NEW HOPE ROAD), SR 2478 (TITMAN 
ROAD) TO SR 2435 (UNION-NEW HOPE ROAD). 
WIDEN TO 4-LANES. 
TO ALLOW ADDITIONAL TIME FOR PLANNING 
AND DESIGN, DELAY ROW FROM FY 19 TO FY 20 
AND CONSTRUCTION FROM FY 21 TO FY 22. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY  
FY 2020 - $   9,100,000 (T) 
FY 2021 - $ 13,650,000 (T) 
FY 2022 - $ 13,650,000 (T) 

UTILITIES 
FY 2020 - $   1,950,000 (T) 
FY 2021 - $   1,950,000 (T) 

CONSTRUCTION  
FY 2022 - $   8,033,000 (T) 
FY 2023 - $   8,033,000 (T) 
FY 2024 - $   8,034,000 (T) 
                $ 64,400,000 
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W-5712DIV DIVISION 

VARIOUS, SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS AT VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS. 
ADD ROW AND CONSTRUCTION IN FY 19 NOT 
PREVIOUSLY PROGRAMMED AT REQUEST OF 
TRANSPORTATION, MOBILITY AND SAFETY 
DIVISION 

RIGHT-OF-WAY  
FY 2019 - $   30,000 (HSIP) 

CONSTRUCTION  
FY 2019 - $  180,000 (HSIP) 
                  $ 210,000 

W-5712REG REGIONAL 

VARIOUS, SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS AT VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS. 
ADD ROW AND CONSTRUCTION IN FY 19 NOT 
PREVIOUSLY PROGRAMMED AT REQUEST OF 
TRANSPORTATION, MOBILITY AND SAFETY 
DIVISION 

RIGHT-OF-WAY  
FY 2019 - $   30,000 (HSIP) 

CONSTRUCTION  
FY 2019 - $  180,000 (HSIP) 

                                $ 210,000 

W-5712SW STATEWIDE 

VARIOUS, SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS AT VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS. 
ADD ROW AND CONSTRUCTION IN FY 19 NOT 
PREVIOUSLY PROGRAMMED AT REQUEST OF 
TRANSPORTATION, MOBILITY AND SAFETY 
DIVISION 

RIGHT-OF-WAY  
FY 2019 - $   40,000 (HSIP) 

CONSTRUCTION  
FY 2019 - $  240,000 (HSIP) 

                                $ 280,000 

 
 ACTION REQUESTED: Approve as presented. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 

 
8. DRAFT FY 2019-2020 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 

Presenter: Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner 
The MPO is required to approve a work program and budget to identify tasks and expenses 
for the upcoming fiscal year.  
 

 ACTION REQUESTED: Approve as presented. 
 
9. 2018-2027 MTIP Amendments 

Presenter: Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner 
The GCLMPO’s Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP) needs to be 
amended to reflect modifications that have been made to the 2018-2027 State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).   

 
  ACTIONS REQUESTED:  

1. Approve responses to public comments received. 
2. Approve the 2018-2027 MTIP Amendments as presented. 
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10. CTP Map Amendments 
Presenter: Julio Paredes, Planner 
The City of Mount Holly has submitted a request to amend the adopted Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan (CTP) to include a recommended boulevard with a multi-use path from 
Tuckaseege Road to Caldwell Drive. In addition, GCLMPO staff is requesting to amend the 
adopted CTP to include a recommended fixed guideway along US 29/74 from the Catawba 
River to Downtown Gastonia. 
  
ACTIONS REQUESTED:  
1. Approve responses to public comments received. 
2. Approve the CTP Map Amendments as presented. 
 

11. Garden Parkway – CTP 
Presenter: Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner 
Mr. Billy Packer made a presentation to the MPO Board on September 27, 2018 regarding the 
Garden Parkway and the Stagecoach Property. Mr. Packer’s presentation raised questions as 
to whether or not the Garden Parkway should remain on the GCLMPO’s adopted 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP).  
 
ACTION REQUESTED: Approve the Garden Parkway to remain on the GCLMPO’s CTP. 
 

12. Other Business 
a. 2019 Ethics Filings – Due April 15, 2019 
b. CATS West Corridor Study Update – MTC Approval 
c. Save the Date: 2020 Transportation Summit – January 8-9, 2020 (Raleigh) 
d. NCDOT Update – Division 12 Staff and TPD MPO Coordinator 
e. Transit Systems Ridership 

 
13. Adjournment 
 

In accordance with DOT Order 1050.2A, the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization (GCLMPO) 
assures the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) that no person shall, on the ground of race, color, 
national origin, sex, creed, age, or disability, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration 
Act of 1987 and related nondiscrimination authorities, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
otherwise subjected to discrimination or retaliation under any program or activity undertaken by GCLMPO . 
 
Individuals requiring special accommodations when attending this public meeting and/or if this information is needed in 
an alternative format because of a disability, should contact the City of Gastonia Human Resources Department, located in 
City Hall at 181 S. South Street, telephone (704-866-6786), fax (704-836-0022) or by email:  judys@cityofgastonia.com. The 
Human Resources Department requests at least 72 hours’ notice prior to the meeting to make the appropriate 
arrangements. 
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MEETING MINUTES 

Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (GCLMPO) Board 

January 24, 2019 
 
The scheduled Board meeting of the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization was held on 
Thursday, January 24, 2019 from 6:41 pm – 7:23 pm at the Gastonia Police Department located at 200 Long 
Avenue, Gastonia, NC. 
 
 
 

Members Present 
Dicky Amaya  City of Shelby, Council Member 
Henry L. Beam III  City of Cherryville, Mayor 
Rick Coleman  Town of Dallas, Mayor 
Robin Conner  Town of Ranlo, Commissioner 
Ken Ervin  City of Lowell, Council Member 
Allen Fraley  Gaston County, Commissioner 
David Humphries  City of Gastonia, Council Member 
Charles McCorkle  City of Mt. Holly, Council Member 
Keith Miller  City of Kings Mtn., Council Member 
Scott Neisler  City of Kings Mtn., Mayor, MPO Chair 
John Pope  NCDOT, Div. 12 Board Member 
Jill Puett  City of Cherryville, Mayor Pro Tem 
Becky Smith  Bessemer City, Mayor 
Perry Toomey  City of Mt. Holly, Mayor Pro Tem 
Richard Turner  City of Belmont, Council Member, MPO Vice-Chair 
Reid Washam  Town of McAdenville, Council Member 
Ronnie Whetstine  Cleveland County, Commissioner 
 
Staff Present 
Rusty Bost  City of Gastonia, Director of Development Services 
Randi Gates  GCLMPO, Principal Transportation Planner 
Julio Paredes  GCLMPO, Planner 
Jason Thompson  City of Gastonia, Planning Director 
Kristen Wheeler  GCLMPO, Administrative Assistant II 
 
Guests Present 
Dominique Boyd  NCDOT TPD, GCLMPO Coordinator 
Bryan Dalton  Citizen 
Brian DuPont  City of Mt. Holly, Planner 
Dean Ledbetter  NCDOT – Program Dev. Branch, Corridor Dev. Engineer 
Chris Martin  Cleveland County, Senior Planner 
Billy Packer  Citizen 
Anil Panicker  NCDOT Div. 12, Division Planning Engineer 
Mark Stafford  NCDOT Div. 12, Division Engineer 
James Walker  Citizen 



 
Absences (x = Absent) / Not In Good Standing 

Member  Mar 
 

May 
 

Jun 
 

Jul 
 

Sept 
 

Oct 
 

Dec 
 

Jan 
City of Belmont ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ 
City of Bessemer City ------ ------ ------ ------ x ------ x ------ 
Town of Boiling Springs ------ x x x ------ ------ x x 
City of Cherryville ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ 
Town of Cramerton ------ ------ x ------ ------ ------ ------ x 
Town of Dallas ------ x x x ------ ------ ------ ------ 
City of Gastonia (1/2) ------ x x ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ 

City of Gastonia (2/2) ------ x x ------ ------ x ------ x 
City of Kings Mountain ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ 
City of Lincolnton ------ x x ------ ------ x ------ x 
City of Lowell ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ 
City of Mount Holly ------ ------ x ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ 
Town of Ranlo x ------ ------ ------ x ------ x ------ 
City of Shelby ------ ------ x ------ ------ ------ ----- ------ 
Town of Stanley x ------ ------ x ------ ------ x x 
Cleveland County ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ 
Gaston County x x x ------ ------ ------ x ------ 
Lincoln County ------ x ------ x ------ ------ ------ x 
NCDOT – Board of Transportation ------ x  x ------ ------ ------ x ------ 

 

1. Set Agenda 
Presenter: Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chair 
Mr. Neisler stated that it was time to set the agenda.  

 
Mr. Toomey motioned to approve the agenda as presented. Mr. Amaya seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
2. Determination of Quorum and Good Standing 

Presenter: Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chair 
Mrs. Gates determined that a quorum had been met. 
 

3. Ethics Awareness & Conflict of Interest Reminder 
Presenter: Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chair 
Mr. Neisler read the ethics awareness and conflict of interest reminder. 
 

4. Approval of Minutes 
Presenter: Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chair 
Mr. Neisler opened the floor for motions to approve the December 5, 2018 minutes. 
 

Mr. Humphries motioned to approve the December 5, 2018 minutes as presented. Mr. Fraley 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
5. Introduction of Members & Guests 

Presenter: Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chair 
Mr. Neisler asked that all members and guests introduce themselves.  
 

6. Public Comment 
Presenter: Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chair 
Mr. Jim Walker thanked Mark Stafford and John Pope for their advocacy and work on the Draft STIP. Mr. 
Walker also congratulated Rusty Bost on his appointment as the Chair of the Technical Coordinating 



 
Committee (TCC) and thanked the Board for their continued support of the I-85 widening project and Build 
a Better Boulevard.  
 

7. DRAFT FY 2019-2020 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 
Presenter: Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner 
Mrs. Gates noted that it is time to set the UPWP for the next fiscal year. The draft must be uploaded into Partner 
Connect with NCDOT by January 31, 2019. Following a public comment period, MPO staff will bring the draft 
back in March for approval.  The proposed FY 2019-2020 GCLMPO UPWP outlines MPO work to be completed 
by task code category. It also includes the dollar amount budgeted for each task code for the year and the 
funding source for these tasks by agency. 

The largest difference between this UPWP draft and previous years is that, because FHWA does not recognize 
“unobligated funds”, there will be a base allocation for planning funds and a share of any unspent funds from 
last fiscal year. There is also a pot of money for special requests. The total amount allocated in the draft 2019-
2020 GCLMPO UPWP from leftover funds is $74,878.00 and the SPR funds allocated are $75,000.00.  

The total proposed UPWP budget is $530,975.00 and is comprised of $398,225.00 in Transportation Planning 
(PL) grant funds, $93,750.00 in State Planning and Research (SPR) funds, and $39,000.00 in Transit Planning 
(Section 5303) grant funds. The MPO member governments will be responsible for providing 20% local match 
for PL funds and SPR funds, and Gastonia will be responsible for the 10% local match for 5303 transit planning 
grant funds, an additional 10% match comes from the state. The invoices for local match will continue to be 
sent out quarterly. 

Another difference in the Draft 2019-2020 UPWP will be the increased amount in the task code for Travel 
Model Updates. The total proposed amount of $87,500.00 includes funding for CCOG to maintain all of the 
CommunityViz information for the GCLMPO. The bulk of this is going to be paid for through CRTPO, as the 
largest MPO in the Charlotte region, but GCLMPO will be required to pay a portion based on the population 
of the three (3) counties. Ideally, after filing an application for NCDOT to participate in the effort, the budget 
will be amended and those funds will be moved elsewhere. 

As required by the GCLMPO’s Public Participation Process, the Draft FY 2019-2020 UPWP will be released for 
public comment from February 1 – March 2, 2019. In addition, there will be three (3) public meeting 
opportunities for the general public to review and comment on the documents. The following public meetings 
have been scheduled: 

Tuesday, Feb. 19 Wednesday, Feb. 20 Thursday, Feb. 21 
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Cleveland Co. Admin. Building James W Warren Citizen’s Center Gastonia City Hall 
311 E Marion St, Shelby 115 W Main St, Lincolnton 181 S South St, Gastonia 

 
Mr. Amaya motioned to approve the Draft FY 19-20 UPWP to be released for public comment 
and to approve a 30-day public comment period from February 1 – March 2, 2019. Mr. Ervin 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

8. MPO Board Meeting Meals – FY 2019-2020 
Presenter: Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner 
Beginning in FY 2018-2019, member jurisdictions have been invoiced for MPO Board Meeting meals. Food is 
not an eligible expense for the MPO’s 104(d) or SPR grants, and therefore cannot be reimbursed. It is 
requested that the cost of meals continue to be divided equally among the member jurisdictions, up to 
$145.00 each. This will be invoiced quarterly along with the local match amounts for the grant. 
 

Mr. Humphries motioned to approve the MPO Board Meeting Meals – FY 2019-2020 as presented. 
Mr. Fraley seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 



 
9. 2018-2027 MTIP Amendments 

Presenter: Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner 
The GCLMPO’s Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP) needs to be amended to reflect 
modifications that have been made to the 2018-2027 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The 
Public Participation Process for the GCLMPO states that formal/major amendments are required when 
changes cause the addition or deletion of a transportation project for a CTP, MTIP, or STIP, or when increases 
in a highway project exceed both $2 million and 25% of the original cost. The following amendments have 
already been approved by the Board of Transportation which means the GCLMPO must now reflect the 
changes in the MTIP. 
 

EB-5701 GASTON 
COUNTY 

US 29/74 (E FRANKLIN BLVD), SR 2200 (COX 
RD) TO CITY LIMITS. CONSTRUCT MISSING 
SIDEWALK ON NORTH SIDE. 
TO ALLOW ADDITIONAL TIME FOR PLANNING 
AND DESIGN DELAY ROW FROM FY 18 TO FY 
19 AND CONSTRUCTION FROM FY 18 TO FY 
21 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
          FY 19 - $116,000 (TA5200) 
          FY 19 -  $29,000 (L)  
CONSTRUCTION 

        FY 21 - $875,000 (TA5200) 
          FY 22 - $219,000 (L) 
                       $1,239,000 

I-5713 GASTON 
COUNTY 

I-85, SR 2200 (COX RD) INTERCHANGE. 
CONSTRUCT INTERCHANGE 
IMPROVEMENTS. (COORDINATE WITH I-5719) 
DELETE AT THE REQUEST OF THE MPO 

 

R-2707G CLEVELAND 
COUNTY 

US 74 SHELBY BYPASS, WEST OF NC 226 TO 
WEST OF NC 150. PAVING 
DELETE SEGMENT. WORK ACCOMPLISHED 
UNDER R-2707C. PER PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT 

PAVING 
           FY 20 - $18,500,000 (T) 
                        $18,500,000 

U-2221C CLEVELAND 
COUNTY 

NC 180, SR 2052 TO NC 150. 
COST INCREASE EXCEEDING $2 MILLION 
AND 25% THRESHOLDS 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
    FY 23 -   $7,600,000 (T) 

UTILITIES 
                  FY 23 -      $900,000 (T)  
CONSTRUCTION 

FY 25 - $14,800,000 (T) 
                     $23,300,000 

U-2567 CLEVELAND 
COUNTY 

US 74 (DIXON BLVD), NC 150 (DEKALB 
STREET) INTERSECTION. CONSTRUCT 
INTERCHANGE. 
COST INCREASE EXCEEDING $2 MILLION 
AND 25% THRESHOLDS 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
    FY 21 - $2,200,000 (T) 

UTILITIES 
                    FY 21 -    $500,000 (T)  
CONSTRUCTION 

FY 24 - $6,367,000 (T) 
FY 25 - $6,366,000 (T) 
FY 26 - $6,367,000 (T) 

                                 $21,800,000 

U-5778 GASTON 
COUNTY 

NC 279 (LOWER DALLAS HWY), 
INTERSECTION OF NC 279 (LOWER DALLAS 
HWY) AND NC 275 (DALLAS STANLEY HWY). 
INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS 
DELETE. WORK TO BE ACCOMPLISHED UNDER 
PROJECT U-2523 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
 FY 20 -     $500,000 (T) 

UTILITIES 
                   FY 20 -    $100,000 (T)  
CONSTRUCTION 

FY 21 - $1,200,000 (T) 
FY 22 - $1,200,000 (T) 

                                 $3,000,000 

U-5800 GASTON 
COUNTY 

NC 7, INTERSECTION OF NC7/US 74 AND 
NC7/US 29. CONSTRUCT NORTHBOUND 
THROUGH LANE AND INTERSECTION 
IMPROVEMENTS. 
COST INCREASE EXCEEDING $2 MILLION 
AND 25% THRESHOLDS 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
FY 19 -      $90,000 (T) 

CONSTRUCTION 
FY 21 - $4,000,000 (T) 

                                 $4,090,000 

 
The GCLMPO’s MTIP also needs to be amended to include projects being submitted to NCDOT by Gastonia 
Transit. 
 
Each year, the City of Gastonia is allocated an apportionment from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
under Section 5307 (Transit Operating and Capital assistance in urbanized areas). This grant supports the 



 
services provided by Gastonia Transit. The allocation of these funds are required to be approved in the local 
transportation plan, as well as the state transportation plan.   
 
The table below illustrates the project allocation that is being requested by Gastonia Transit. This was 
approved by the Gastonia City Council on January 22, 2019. The MTIP & STIP need to be amended to 
correspond with the Council’s recent action. The funding levels below represent funding being requested for 
FY 2019. 
 

GCLMPO Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)  
Section 5307 Funds FY 2019 

FY 2019 Local Federal State Total 

Operating Expenses $805,000 $805,000 $0 $1,610,000 

ADA Paratransit 
Service $25,000 $100,000 $0 $125,000 

Preventative 
Maintenance $37,500 $150,000 $0 $187,500 

Bradley Station 
Addition $55,000 $220,000 $0 $275,000 

Transit App $12,500 $50,000 $0 $62,500 

Payment Kiosk $43,750 $175,000 0 $218,750 

Transit Enhancements 
- Pedestrian Walkways $62,500 $250,000 $0 $312,500 

Transit Enhancements 
- Shelters $116,875 $467,498 $0 $584,373 

Total $1,158,125 $2,217,498 $0 $3,375,623 

 
Formal/major amendments require documentation of a 30-day public review and comment opportunity, 
and a public meeting. Public meetings for these amendments will be joined with the public meetings for the 
Draft UPWP from February 1 – March 2, 2019. 

Mr. Humphries motioned to approve the 2018-2027 MTIP Amendments for public comment and to 
approve a 30-day public comment period from February 1 – March 2, 2019. Mr. Turner seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
10. CTP Map Amendments 

Presenter: Julio Paredes, Planner 
The City of Mount Holly has submitted a request to amend the adopted Comprehensive Transportation Plan 
(CTP) to include a recommended boulevard from Tuckaseege Road to Caldwell Drive. In May 2018, the City 
of Mount Holly contracted with a Private Engineering Firm (PEF) to perform a transportation evaluation to 
determine the future transportation needs and identify future connections to accommodate anticipated 
growth within the area referred to as South Gateway. One recommendation from the evaluation is to provide 
a parallel route to NC 273 from Tuckaseege Road to Caldwell Drive with a parallel shared use path. 

 
In addition, GCLMPO staff is requesting to amend the adopted CTP to include a recommended fixed guide 
way along US 29/74 from the Catawba River to Downtown Gastonia. This is in response to the MPO Board 
action to approve a Resolution of Support of the Charlotte Area Transit System’s (CATS) West Corridor 
extending into Downtown Gastonia.  



 
 
Both of these items will be included in the public comment period that will run from February 1 – March 2, 
2019 and the public meetings that will fall in that period.  
 
Mr. Toomey motioned to approve the CTP map amendments as presented and to approve the 30-day 
public comment period from February 1 – March 2, 2019. Mr. Beam seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

11. Other Business 
a. NCDOT Transportation Summit Summary 

i. Mrs. Gates noted that the inaugural event hosted by NCDOT took place on January 9-10, 
2019 in Raleigh. There were about 1,000 people in attendance. There was a great deal of 
focus on emerging technologies for transportation and how to prepare for those as well 
as panel discussions about creative financing solutions. Mr. Humphries agreed that the 
event was very helpful and factual and expressed anticipation for the next event of its 
kind.  

b. Draft 2020-2029 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 
i. Mrs. Gates noted that the draft 2020-2029 STIP has been released. Mrs. Gates sent that 

information, via email, to the Board with a summary of changes from the current STIP to 
the draft STIP. All of this information will be before the Board at a later date but Mrs. Gates 
did want to mention a couple of projects before that time. The I-85 widening project from 
US 321 to NC 273 has been delayed due to the balancing of funds statewide. ROW and 
construction have been delayed from FY21 to FY23. This delay could be positive in terms 
of getting US 74 ready to take on the extra load of traffic that it will have during I-85 
construction. There are additional projects that will experience delays as well as projects 
that have been added. This will be presented to the Board in detail at a future meeting. 

c. NCDOT Update – Division 12 Staff and TPD MPO Coordinator 
Anil Panicker had the following updates: 

i. Division 12 will be holding public meetings the week of February 18-27, 2019 for the draft 
STIP. There will be a web-based area where citizens can look at projects and comment or 
they can go into the Division 12 offices to view the projects. All comments will go to the 
Board of Transportation for review. 

Dominique Boyd had the following update(s): 
i. NC Moves is the long-range statewide transportation plan that goes out to 2050. All 

information can be found on the NCDOT website. Any questions can go to Dominique or 
Natasha Earle Young.  

d. Transit Systems Ridership – For information only. 
 
12. Adjournment 

There being no further business Mr. Neisler opened the floor for motions to adjourn. 
 

Mr. Toomey motioned to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Fraley seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
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REGULAR AGENDA 
 

Agenda Item #8 
 
To:  Board Members and Interested Persons  
From:  Randi P. Gates, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner 
Date:  March 28, 2019 
Subject: DRAFT FY 2019-2020 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 
 
 
BACKGROUND: The proposed FY 2019-2020 GCLMPO UPWP outlines MPO work to be completed 
by task code category. It also includes the dollar amount budgeted for each task code for the year 
and the funding source for these tasks by agency. 
 
The total proposed UPWP budget is $530,975 and is comprised of $398,225 in Transportation 
Planning (PL) grant funds, $93,750.00 in State Planning and Research (SPR) funds, and $39,000.00 
in Transit Planning (Section 5303) grant funds. The MPO member governments will be 
responsible for providing 20% local match for PL funds and SPR funds, and Gastonia will be 
responsible for the 10% local match for 5303 transit planning grant funds, an additional 10% 
match comes from the state. The invoices for local match will continue to be sent out quarterly. 
Cost share allocation tables are attached. 
 
As required by the GCLMPO’s Public Participation Process, a 30-day public comment period was 
held from February 1 – March 2, 2019. In addition, three public meetings were held. No public 
comments were received regarding the Draft FY 2019-2020 UWPW. 
 
TCC ACTION: Recommended approval as presented. 
 
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: Approve as presented. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. DRAFT FY 19-20 UPWP Narrative, Resolutions, and Tables 
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GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM 

FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 
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UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION FOR FY 2019-2020 
GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

 
JULY 1, 2019 -JUNE 30, 2020 

 
 
DESIGNATED RECIPIENT: CITY OF GASTONIA, NC (LEAD PLANNING AGENCY) 
 
The Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) is the instrument by which the Urban Area describes to 
the federal and state grant agencies how it plans to carry out the federally mandated “continuing, 
cooperative and comprehensive” (3-C) planning process.  By law, Congress has determined that "It is in 
the national interest to encourage and promote the development of transportation systems 
embracing various modes of transportation in a manner which will efficiently maximize mobility of 
people and goods within and through urbanized areas and minimize transportation-related fuel 
consumption and air pollution. To accomplish this objective, metropolitan planning organizations, in 
cooperation with the State, shall develop transportation plans and programs for urbanized areas of 
the State. Such plans and programs shall provide for the development of transportation facilities 
(including pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities), which will function as an 
intermodal transportation system for the State, the metropolitan areas, and the Nation. The process 
for developing such plans and programs shall provide for consideration of all modes of transportation 
and shall be continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive to the degree appropriate, based on the 
complexity of the transportation problems." (§134, Title 23, US Code) 
 
In addition to receiving annual Transportation Planning and Transit Planning grant allocations, the 
GCLMPO also receives an annual allocation of State Planning and Research (SPR) funds. SPR funds are 
provided to cover the expanded responsibilities generated from the consolidation of the Gaston Urban 
Area MPO and the Lake Norman Rural Planning Organization (LNRPO). Annual SPR funds total 
$93,750.00 (100%) comprised of $75,000.00 (80%) and a local match of $18,750.00 (20%). The annual 
SPR funding allocation is procedural and necessary in order for the GCLMPO to be able to drawdown 
Transportation Planning (PL) and SPR funds concurrently. 
 
Each year the planning staff of the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO reviews the planning goals and 
objectives and identifies new planning projects for the coming year. This is done in coordination with 
the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) Transportation Planning Branch, and the 
Aviation, Rail, Bicycle and Pedestrian, and the Public Transportation Divisions. Some of these tasks 
carry over from one fiscal year to another and remain ongoing, such as a traffic count programs or the 
collection of socioeconomic data. Others have a more defined scope such as the Transportation 
Planning process, a transit ridership survey, or a corridor study. After considering the amount of work 
necessary to complete the task, an estimate of funding is developed for each task code. 
 
The following section outlines the work to be completed in fiscal year 2019-2020 by task code 
category. Also included is the dollar amount budgeted for the year. The recommendations are as 
follows: 



 
Task Codes 

TASK CODE II – CONTINUING TRANSPORTATION 
 
Task Code II-A: Surveillance of Inventory Data 
II-A-l Traffic Volume Counts - Vehicle counts will be collected as needed throughout the Gaston-

Cleveland-Lincoln MPO in support of corridor studies and other analyses. Local real estate 
representatives and citizens will continue to be able to access specific counts through the 
GCLMPO webpage (www.gclmpo.org), which includes volume count spreadsheet data and 
corresponding maps. The public can also view this information on the MPO’s interactive map 
(ArcGIS Online). MPO staff will continue to use local traffic volume counts for proposed site 
plan and subdivision review comments. MPO staff will also use traffic volume counts to run 
emissions reduction calculations for potential CMAQ projects. Staff will disseminate traffic 
volume counts from the Metrolina Regional Model when necessary. Staff will also evaluate 
the accuracy of counts collected by NCDOT. ($2,500.00) 

 
II-A-4 Traffic Accidents – Accident counts will be collected throughout the GCLMPO Area in support 

of corridor studies and other analyses. Accidents will be mapped and evaluated for accuracy. 
Traffic accident data will continue to be utilized for project ranking methodology for highway 
projects for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP). ($2,500.00)  

 
II-A-5 Transit System Data - Data collection efforts completed in the past and referenced in the 

Community Transportation Services Plan (CTSP), such as boarding and alighting counts, and 
new ridership surveys will be conducted as needed. The City of Gastonia will begin 
implementation of individual efficiency study recommendations to improve overall system 
efficiency. Staff will continue to collect and disseminate daily and monthly ridership and fare-
box collection data from all existing transit routes for Gastonia Transit, the Gastonia Express 
Bus (CATS 85X) to Charlotte and the three Demand Response Rural Public Transportation 
Systems within the GCLMPO area: Gaston County ACCESS, Transportation Agency of 
Cleveland County, and Transportation Lincoln County. 

 
 Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO staff will continue implementation and monitoring efforts of 

a Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) funded midday service addition to the CATS 
85X Gastonia Express Commuter Bus Route. (5303 funds) ($25,000.00) 

 
II-A-10 Mapping - MPO staff will continue to improve NCDOT map links to our interactive map and 

other maps within the GCLMPO area for our webpage (www.gclmpo.org). The interactive 
map provides GCLMPO multimodal CTP maps, GCLMPO STIP project descriptions and 
geographic locations by mode, as well as bridge replacement projects. Additional maps will 
be produced for our unit member local governments and the general public as requested. 
($31,813.00) 

 
II-A-12 Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Inventory – The GCLMPO will serve as staff to the Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) to review and maintain bike and pedestrian facilities 
and a greenway trail inventory for the entire MPO area. This effort will aid staff in identifying 
the best routes for connecting major county resource attractions and "missing links" in the 
sidewalk and greenway trail system. Staff will continue to collect bicycle and pedestrian 
count data utilizing the MPO’s EcoCounter counters and software. Staff will also work with 
NCDOT Division 12 to coordinate bicycle lane stripping when highway resurfacing projects 



 
occur. Staff will also participate in the walkability and obesity policy workgroup of the Gaston 
County Healthcare Commission. ($22,000.00) 

 
Task Code II-B: Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 
II-B-3 Travel Model Updates - GCLMPO will fund a local share and work with NCDOT’s 

Transportation Planning Branch, Charlotte Department of Transportation and the Charlotte 
Regional Alliance for Transportation (CRAFT) to amend the Regional Model specific to the 
Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan planning area as needed. GCLMPO will fund a local 
share and work with the Centralina Council of Governments (CCOG) and the regional partners 
to use, provide training, and perform maintenance on the Community Viz software for future 
work with both the Metrolina Regional Travel Demand Model Conformity Analysis and 
Determination Report for the Region.  ($87,500.00) 

 
II-B-7 Forecasts of Future Travel Patterns - The datasets compiled for the regional modeling effort 

will need to be forecasted to our horizon year and any other years determined necessary for 
air quality modeling purposes. Several different land use scenarios may be studied. 
($6,000.00) 

 
II-B-8 Capacity Deficiency Analysis – Staff will utilize transportation modeling analysis to determine 

whether existing roadway segments are deficient in capacity flows. This effort will primarily 
occur during the review of proposed land developments. ($4,000.00) 

 
II-B-9 Highway Element of the MTP - Staff continue to make any necessary adjustments and 

amendments to the adopted CTP and MTP based on adopted TIP amendments, as well as 
corridor studies completed to refine alignments. These changes need to be coordinated with 
all necessary governing boards and NCDOT. Further, any amendments that are proposed 
through local community Land Use Plans will be reviewed. ($30,000.00) 

 
II-B-10 Transit Element of the MTP – MPO staff will work to implement policies and 

recommendations specified in previous Transit Studies. Staff will also work with Gastonia 
Transit and each of the three member counties demand response transit services to 
implement the Coordinated Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CCTP) recommended 
transit changes and work with CATS to improve express bus service. Staff will continue to 
utilize the Section 5303 grant for transit planning activities to implement the projects and 
issues raised in the Coordinated Transportation Plan (CTP 2014), the Gastonia Transit 
Efficiency Study, and the Transit Element of the 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
(MTP). GCLMPO staff will continue to attend the Gaston County ACCESS Transportation 
Advisory Board meetings. Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO staff will also monitor and improve 
the midday service addition to the CATS 85X Gastonia Express Commuter Bus Route. (5303 
funds) ($14,000.00) 

 
II-B-ll Bicycle and Pedestrian Element of the MTP - Staff will work with NCDOT Division of Bicycle & 

Pedestrian Transportation to create a bicycle route map for Gaston, Lincoln, and Cleveland 
counties. The original map, which was completed in FY 2003-2004 and adopted by the MPO 
Board at that time, is dated and only covers Gaston County. We will continue to encourage 
the design of future transportation improvements that accommodate alternate modes of 
transportation. ($25,000.00) 

 



 
II-B-l4 Rail, Water or other mode of MTP – Staff will continue to work with NCDOT and project 

consultants to further study the KM-Gastonia-CLT Commuter Rail opportunity. GCLMPO will 
also continue to work with Charlotte Area Transit System (CATS) on the expansion of light rail 
into Gaston County. In addition to rail efforts, MPO staff will work with unit member local 
governments along river corridors to research and implement blueways. ($13,000.00) 

 
II-B-l5 Freight Movement/Mobility Planning - Staff will work with the CRAFT Technical Committee to 

pursue, as appropriate, the recommendations of the Greater Charlotte Regional Freight 
Mobility Plan. Staff will also continue working to determine what investments offer residents 
of the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO a full range of real, practical mobility choices that suit 
their lifestyles and improve their lives. ($12,000.00) 

 
II-B-17 Congestion Management Strategies - Staff will work to preserve the functional integrity of 

the highway system by encouraging good access management practices. This will be done 
through coordination with municipal staffs and the development community. ($10,000.00) 

 
II-B-18 Air Quality Planning/Conformity Analysis - The MPO must make a determination as to the 

conformity of the MTP to the State Implementation Plan (SIP) for air quality. Staff will work 
with NCDOT Transportation Planning Branch and other appropriate agencies to complete 
regional conformity efforts. Staff will also work with community partners to submit successful 
CMAQ grant applications and will continue to monitor awarded CMAQ projects and assist 
local communities with implementation. ($10,000.00) 

 
TASK CODE III: ADMINISTRATION 
III-A Planning Work Program - Preparation of the annual Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 

and all related activities is the objective of this category, along with the preparation of 
detailed task outlines as required by the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit 
Administration.  ($10,000.00) 

 
III-B Transportation Improvement Program - Under this task code, staff will prepare the biennial 

Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP). Staff will evaluate any new 
projects during the current round of Prioritization and will meet all deadlines for the 
development of the next STIP. ($30,000.00) 

 
Task Code III-C: Civil Rights Compliance/Regulatory Requirements 
III-C-2 Environmental Justice - Recipients of federal funds must comply with Executive Order 12898 

and Title VI regarding environmental justice. Staff will work to ensure public involvement of 
persons with limited English proficiency, low-income and minority groups in the decision 
making process, prevent disproportionately high and adverse impacts on low-income and 
minority groups, and assure that a proportionate share of benefits are received. ($17,250.00) 

 
III-C-6 Public Involvement - Staff will initiate and implement efforts to improve the Public 

Participation Process to better reflect current planning activities and to ensure an open 
exchange of information and ideas. Staff is in the process of moving the GCLMPO webpage to 
a new server, and will revise the existing webpage design, and maintain and update data and 
maps. MPO staff will work to improve social media efforts by actively distributing information 
on Twitter and Facebook. ($20,913.00) 

 



 
Task Code III-D: Incidental Planning and Project Development 
III-D-3 Special Studies – As additional funding becomes available, staff will conduct transportation 

planning studies in the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO area, including but not limited to 
functional designs, corridor studies, and other studies as requested. ($0.00) 

 
III-D-4 Regional and Statewide Planning - Staff will continue to participate in activities of the 

Charlotte Regional Alliance for Transportation (CRAFT) and the North Carolina Association of 
MPOs (NCAMPO). CRAFT’s core mission is to implement a continuing, cooperative and 
comprehensive transportation planning process for projects and programs of a regional 
scope. Staff will actively participate in the functions of the CRAFT Technical Committee, 
including: meeting hosting, agenda preparation and minutes preparation; contributing to 
efforts associated with focus area initiatives; other initiatives deemed important by the 
Technical Committee. Staff will work with the CRAFT Technical Committee to implement 
performance-based planning requirements. Staff will also work with the CRAFT Technical 
Committee and the Centralina COG to ensure the greater Charlotte region is prepared for 
future deployment of automated and connected vehicles. The work of the ACV Task Force 
will inform the MPO and the Technical Committee on specific actions both will need to take. 
CRAFT’s Technical Committee has selected ITS (Intelligent Transportation Systems) as its 
focus area. Staff will work with the Technical Committee and other appropriate local, state 
and federal partners to start an effort to update the ITS plan. Staff will also work with CRAFT 
to assess the outcomes of the May 2018 Regional Transit Summit and determine what, if any, 
work will be necessary to implement the outcomes, including the completion of a Regional 
Transit Study. Staff will participate in other regional planning efforts and workshops as 
required.  ($43,750.00) 

 
III-D-5 Corridor Protection - Staff will continue to participate in activities such as adoption of model 

right-of-way protection ordinances and/or new subdivision ordinances. Staff will continue to 
monitor conformance with the adopted Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan (CTP) maps through the review of proposed site plans, subdivisions and 
rezonings for local governments.  ($20,000.00) 

 
III-E: Management and Operations – Staff will attend the meetings of and prepare the agendas 

and minutes for the various committees it serves; document expenditures; file for 
reimbursement of expenditures; attend training sessions; and generally, manage all functions 
of the MPO. The Prospectus, Memorandum of Understanding and any other administrative 
agreements or procedures will be updated and implemented as necessary. Assistance and 
information will be provided to other agencies, the press, developers and the general public 
in regard to transportation-related issues. ($93,750.00) 



 
FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM (UPWP) 

FOR THE GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

 
WHEREAS, a comprehensive and continuing transportation planning program must 

be carried out cooperatively in order to ensure that funds for transportation program 
projects are effectively allocated to the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln (GCL) MPO; and 
 

WHEREAS, The City of Gastonia, as Lead Planning Agency for the Gaston-Cleveland-
Lincoln MPO Planning Area, has been designated as the recipient of FTA Section 5303 
Metropolitan Planning Program grant funds, FTA Section 5307 Transit Administration 
Program grant funds and FHWA Section 104(d) Planning grant funds; and 
 

WHEREAS, the GCLMPO Board agrees to receive and use State Planning and 
Research (SPR) Funding concurrently with Transportation Planning Grant funds that the 
amended Planning Work Program will effectively advance the transportation planning process 
for FY 2019-2020; and 

 
WHEREAS, members of the Metropolitan Planning Organization Board (MPO Board) 

agree that the amended Planning Work Program will effectively advance the transportation 
planning process for FY 2019-2020; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
 
1. That the MPO Board of the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) hereby endorses and approves the Unified Planning Work Program 
for FY 2019-2020. 
 

2. The total UPWP budget amount is $530,975.00. 
 

3. The Transportation Planning Grant – Section 104(d) amount is $318,580.00. 
 

4. State Planning and Research (SPR) Funds is $75,000.00. 
 

5. The Transit Planning Grant – Section 5303 amount is $31,200.00. 
 

6. The State Match to the Transit Planning Grant - Section 5303 is $3,900.00 
 

7. The Local Government Share Match is $98,395.00. 
 

8. A three (3) member Executive Committee with one (1) municipal or county 
representative from each GCLMPO member county is hereby authorized to make 
changes in this program that do not materially affect the scope of this Unified Planning 
Work Program (UPWP) and is further authorized to make budget changes to this UPWP 
not to exceed 10 percent (10%) of the total budget approved by the state of North 
Carolina Department of Transportation (DOT) without prior consultation with the 
Board. 



 
 

9. The Principal Transportation Planner/MPO Administrator is authorized to furnish such 
additional information to the United States DOT and the North Carolina DOT that they 
may require in connection with the application and implementation for the Program. 

 
A motion was made by ________________ and seconded by ________________ for the 
adoption of the following resolution and upon being put to a vote was duly adopted. 
 
I, Scott Neisler, Chairperson of the MPO Board for the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO Area, 
do hereby certify the amended UPWP budget for fiscal year 2019-2020 of the Gaston-
Cleveland-Lincoln, duly held on the 28th day of March, 2019. 
 
 
  
Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chairperson 
Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 
 
ATTESTED: 
 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
Randi P. Gates, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner 
Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO Administrator 
 
 
North Carolina 
Gaston County 
 
I, _____________________, a Notary Public for said County and State, do hereby certify that 
Scott Neisler personally appeared before me on this the _____ day of _________, 2019, and 
acknowledge the due execution of the foregoing instrument. 
 
Witness my hand and official seal. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kristen N. Wheeler 
Notary Public 
 
My Commission expires May 10, 2023. 

 
 
 
 



 
RESOLUTION CERTIFYING THE GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN METROPOLITAN PLANNING 

ORGANIZATION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROCESS FOR FY 2019-2020 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board has found that the Metropolitan Planning Organization is 
conducting transportation planning in a continuous, cooperative, and comprehensive 
manner in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 134 and 49 U.S.C. 1607; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board has found the transportation planning process to be in compliance 
with Sections 174 and 176 (c) and (d) of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7504, 7506 (c) and (d) 
(for nonattainment and maintenance areas only); 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board has found the Transportation Planning Process to be in full 
compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Title VI Assurance executed 
by each State under 23 U.S.C. 324 and 29 U.S.C. 794; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board has considered how the Transportation Planning Process will 
affect the involvement of Disadvantaged Business Enterprises in the FHWA and the FTA 
funded planning projects (Sec. 105(f), Pub. L. 97-424, 96 Stat. 2100, 49 CFR part 23); 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board has considered how the Transportation Planning Process will 
affect the elderly and the disabled per the provision of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (Pub. L. 101-336, 104 Stat. 327, as amended) and the U.S. DOT implementing 
regulations; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO Metropolitan Transportation 
Improvement Program is a subset of the currently conforming Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln 
MPO 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan; (nonattainment and maintenance areas only) 
 
 WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Transportation Plan has a planning horizon year of 2045, 
and meets all the requirements for an adequate Transportation Plan, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO Board certifies 
the transportation planning process for the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning 
Organization on this the 28th day of March, 2019. 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Scott Neisler, MPO Board Chairman 
Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO 
 
ATTESTED: 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Randi P. Gates, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner 
Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO Administrator 
 



 
 
Resolution adopted upon a motion of ______________________, seconded 
by_______________________, by a vote of the majority of the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln 
MPO Board. 
 
 
North Carolina 
Gaston County 
 
I, __________________, a Notary Public for said County and State, do hereby certify that 
Scott Neisler personally appeared before me on this the ____ day of ______, 2019, and 
acknowledge the due execution of the foregoing instrument. 
 
 
Witness my hand and official seal, this the _____ day of _________, 2019. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kristen N. Wheeler 
Notary Public 
 
My Commission expires May 10, 2023. 
 



Task Code Description Federal State LPA

II‐A

II‐A‐1 Traffic Volume Counts $2,000   $500 $2,500

II‐A‐4 Traffic Accidents $2,000   $500 $2,500

II‐A‐5 Transit System Data $20,000 $2,500 $2,500 $25,000

II‐A‐10 Mapping $25,450   $6,363 $31,813

II‐A‐12 Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities Inventory $17,600   $4,400 $22,000

Sub‐total $67,050 $2,500 $14,263 $83,813

II‐B

II‐B‐3 Travel Model Updates $70,000   $17,500 $87,500

II‐B‐7 Forecasts of Future Travel Patterns $4,800   $1,200 $6,000

II‐B‐8 Capacity Deficiency Analysis $3,200   $800 $4,000

II‐B‐9 Highway Element of the MTP $24,000   $6,000 $30,000

II‐B‐10 Transit Element of the MTP $11,200 $1,400 $1,400 $14,000

II‐B‐11 Bicycle and Ped. Element of the MTP $20,000   $5,000 $25,000

II‐B‐14 Rail, Water or other mode of MTP $10,400   $2,600 $13,000

II‐B‐15 Freight Movement/Mobility Planning $9,600   $2,400 $12,000

II‐B‐17 Congestion Management Strategies $8,000   $2,000 $10,000

II‐B‐18 Air Quality Plng/Conformity Analysis $8,000   $2,000 $10,000

Sub‐total $169,200 $1,400 $40,900 $211,500

III‐A

Planning Work Program  $8,000   $2,000 $10,000

Sub‐Total $8,000 $2,000 $10,000

III‐B

Transportation Improvement Program $24,000   $6,000 $30,000

Sub‐Total $24,000 $6,000 $30,000

III‐C

III‐C‐2 Environmental Justice $13,800   $3,450 $17,250

III‐C‐6 Public Involvement $16,730   $4,183 $20,913

Sub‐Total $30,530 $7,633 $38,163

III‐D

III‐D‐3 Special Studies   $0 $0

III‐D‐4 Regional and Statewide Planning $35,000   $8,750 $43,750

III‐D‐5 Corridor Protection $16,000   $4,000 $20,000

Sub‐Total $51,000 $12,750 $63,750

III‐E

Management and Operations $75,000   $18,750 $93,750

Sub‐Total $75,000 $18,750 $93,750

$424,780 $3,900 $102,295 $530,975

       

2019‐2020 Federal PL, SPR & 5303 Funds

Funding Amount

FY 19‐20 MPO (104(d) Allocation $318,580

Total Shared PL (104(d)) Local Match $79,645

Total GCLMPO PL (104(d)) Annual Allocation $398,225

SPR/RPO Allocation $75,000

SPR/RPO Allocation match $18,750

Total SPR Allocation $93,750

Total GCLMPO PL and SPR $491,975

5303 Transit Funds  $31,200

5303 Transit Funds Match $7,800

Total 5303 Transit Fund Grant $39,000

TOTAL UPWP  $530,975

Civil Rights Compliance/Regulatory Requirements

Transportation Improvement Program

Planning Work Program

III ‐ ADMINISTRATION

Table 1
Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Unified Planning Work Program

Fiscal Year 2019‐2020 Expenditures

(July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020)

DRAFT

Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)

TOTALS

Proposed           

Totals

Fund Allocation

II ‐ CONTINUING TRANSPORTATION PLANNING

Surveillance of Inventory Data

Management and Operations

Incidental Planning & Project Development



SPR Task Funding Totals

Task NCDOT LPA Total FHWA LPA FTA NCDOT LPA FTA NCDOT LPA Federal State* LPA Total

Code Description 80% 20% 100% 80% 20% 80% 10% 10% 80% 10% 10%

II‐A Continuing Transportation Planning

II‐A‐1 Traffic Volume Counts     $2,000 $500 $2,000   $500 $2,500

II‐A‐4 Traffic Accidents     $2,000 $500 $2,000   $500 $2,500

II‐A‐5 Transit System Data     $20,000 $2,500 $2,500 $20,000 $2,500 $2,500 $25,000

II‐A‐10 Mapping     $25,450 $6,363 $25,450   $6,363 $31,813

II‐A‐12 Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities Inventory $17,600 $4,400 $17,600   $4,400 $22,000

II‐B Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)

II‐B‐3 Travel Model Updates     $70,000 $17,500 $70,000   $17,500 $87,500

II‐B‐5 Forecasts of Future Travel Patterns     $4,800 $1,200 $4,800 $1,200 $6,000

II‐B‐8 Capacity Deficiency Analysis     $3,200 $800 $3,200 $800 $4,000

II‐B‐9 Highway Element of the MTP     $24,000 $6,000 $24,000   $6,000 $30,000

II‐B‐10 Transit Element of the MTP     $11,200 $1,400 $1,400       $11,200 $1,400 $1,400 $14,000

II‐B‐11 Bicycle and Pedestrian Element of the MTP     $20,000 $5,000 $20,000 $5,000 $25,000

II‐B‐14 Rail, Water or other mode of MTP     $10,400 $2,600 $10,400 $2,600 $13,000

II‐B‐15 Freight Movement/Mobility Planning     $9,600 $2,400 $9,600 $2,400 $12,000

II‐B‐17 Congestion Management Strategies     $8,000 $2,000 $8,000   $2,000 $10,000

II‐B‐18 Air Quality Planning/Conformity Analysis $8,000 $2,000 $8,000   $2,000 $10,000

III‐A Planning Work Program

Planning Work Program     $8,000 $2,000 $8,000   $2,000 $10,000

III‐B Transportation Improvement Program

Transportation Improvement Program $24,000 $6,000 $24,000   $6,000 $30,000

III‐C Civil Rights Compliance/Regulatory Requirements        

III‐C‐2 Environmental Justice     $13,800 $3,450 $13,800 $3,450 $17,250

III‐C‐6 Public Involvement     $16,730 $4,183 $16,730   $4,183 $20,913

III‐D Incidental Planning & Project Development

III‐D‐3 Special Studies       $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

III‐D‐4 Regional and Statewide Planning     $35,000 $8,750 $35,000   $8,750 $43,750

III‐D‐5 Corridor Protection $16,000 $4,000 $16,000 $4,000 $20,000

III‐E Management and Operations

Management and Operations $75,000 $18,750 $93,750     $75,000   $18,750 $93,750

TOTALS Totals $75,000 $18,750 $93,750 $318,580 $79,645 $31,200 $3,900 $3,900 $0 $0 $0 $424,780 $3,900 $102,295 $530,975

Table 2

Agency Spending

Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Unified Planning Work Program

DRAFT

Sec. 104(d) PL Sec. 5303 Sec. 5307

Fiscal Year 2019‐2020 Revenues



DRAFT TABLE 3
FY 2019-20 DBE Contracting Opportunities

Name of MPO: Gaston‐Cleveland‐Lincoln MPO  

Person Completing Form: Randi Gates Telephone Number: 704‐854‐6604

Prospectus 

Task Code

Prospectus Description Name of Agency 

Contracting Out

Type of Contracting 

Opportunity 

(Consultant, etc.)

Federal Funds to 

be Contracted 

Out (80%)

Local Funds to be 

Contracted Out 

(20%)

Total Funds to be 

Contracted Out 

(100%)

II‐B‐3
Travel Model Updates            

Metrolina Regional Model
GCLMPO

Transportation Planning 

Services
$16,625  $4,156  $20,781 

II‐B‐3
Travel Model Updates            

CommunityViz
GCLMPO

Transportation Planning 

Services
$44,523  $11,131  $55,654 

$61,148  $15,287  $76,435 TOTAL

Note:  This form must be submitted to NCDOT‐PTD even if you anticipate no DBE/MBE/WBE Contracting Opportunities.  Note “No contracting             

opportunities” on the table if you do not anticipate having any contracting opportunities.  



Table #4
Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO
Sections 104(D), SPR and 5303

FY 2019-2020 Funding Sources Table and Task Narratives
DRAFT

1 MPO Name Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln

2 FTA Code 442301 442301 442400 442301 442301 442301

3 Task Code II‐A‐1 II‐A‐4 II‐A‐5 II‐A‐10 II‐A‐12 II‐B‐3

4 Title of Planning Task Traffic Volume Counts Traffic Accidents Transit System Data Mapping Bike & Ped. Facilities Inventory Travel Model Updates

5 Task Objective

Vehicle counts will be collected as needed 

throughout the GCLMPO Area in support of the 

regional travel demand model, corridor studies and 

other analyses. MPO staff will continue to use local 

traffic volume counts for proposed site plan and 

subdivision review comments. Implement and 

review performance measures.

Accident counts will be collected throughout the 

GCLMPO Area in support of corridor studies and 

other analyses. Accidents will be mapped and 

evaluated for accuracy. Implement and review 

performance measures.

To collect and study data as needed related to the 

operation of Gastonia Transit and for efforts 

recommended in the Community Transportation 

Services Plan (CTSP) for the GCLMPO.

Utilize ArcGIS  to map all Transportation Planning 

activities and needs
Collect and map bicycle and sidewalk data

Support the annual work program for the Metrolina 

Regional Travel Demand Model as well as 

CommunityViz

6
Tangible Product 

Expected

Updated traffic volume counts for major and minor 

thoroughfares within the Gaston Cleveland Lincoln 

MPO Area. Updated maps and layers on the MPO's 

interactive map (ArcGIS Online).

Updated accident counts by mode and location 

within the Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Area will 

be made available on the MPO's interactive map 

(ArcGIS Online).

Continue to incorporate data needed as 

recommended in the Community Transportation 

Services Plan (CTSP).

Digital maps reflective of both factual and 

conceptual data.  Create and transfer mapping data 

to online interactive map (ArcGIS Online)

Update Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Map 

depicting all collected data

Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) counts. Socio 

economic data updates.

7
Expected Completion 

Date of Product(s)
6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020

8 Status
Upload NCDOT counts into the MPO's interactive 

map (ArcGIS Online).

Coordinate and collect local data with NCDOT and 

local police departments.

In 2016, MPO staff worked with Gastonia Transit 

staff to complete an efficiency study of the Gastonia 

Transit System. Some improvement 

recommendations will be implemented one at a 

time and monitored.  Continued implementation 

and monitoring efforts of a Congestion Mitigation 

and Air Quality (CMAQ) funded midday service 

addition to the CATS 85X Gastonia Express 

Commuter Bus Route.

Continuous as needed Ongoing Ongoing

9 Prior FTA Funds 0 0 $25,000  0 0 0

10
Relationship To Other 

Activities

Data will be used to access existing and proposed 

travel demand and roadway congestion.

Data will be used to access existing and proposed 

travel demand, roadway congestion, and safety.

Data will be collected and monitored of existing 

routes and support goals and objectives of the 

"Transit Element of MTP."

Utilize ArcGIS  to map all Transportation Planning 

activities and needs.

Use updated data to supplement and improve Bike 

and Pedestrian activities and planning efforts.

Revise and update travel model data to correspond 

and comply with current TIP and air quality 

conformity reporting.

11
Agency Responsible for 

Task Completion
NCDOT & Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO NCDOT & Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO

GCLMPO Area, Charlotte Area Transit (CATS), and 

consultants.
Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO

NCDOT, CDOT, CCOG & Gaston Cleveland Lincoln 

MPO

12
SPR ‐ Highway ‐ NCDOT 

20%

13
SPR ‐ Highway ‐ FHWA 

80%

14 SPR Total

15
Section 104(D) PL Local 

20%
$500 $500 $6,363 $4,400 $17,500

16
Section 104(D) PL FHWA 

80%
$2,000 $2,000 $25,450 $17,600 $70,000

17 Section 104(D)  Total $2,500 $2,500 $31,813 $22,000 $87,500

18 Section 5303 Local 10% $2,500

19 Section 5303 NCDOT 10% $2,500

20 Section 5303 FTA 80% $20,000

21 Section 5303 FTA Total $25,000



Table #4
Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO
Sections 104(D), SPR and 5303

FY 2019-2020 Funding Sources Table and Task Narratives
DRAFT

1 MPO Name

2 FTA Code

3 Task Code

4 Title of Planning Task

5 Task Objective

6
Tangible Product 

Expected

7
Expected Completion 

Date of Product(s)

8 Status

9 Prior FTA Funds

10
Relationship To Other 

Activities

11
Agency Responsible for 

Task Completion

12
SPR ‐ Highway ‐ NCDOT 

20%

13
SPR ‐ Highway ‐ FHWA 

80%

14 SPR Total

15
Section 104(D) PL Local 

20%

16
Section 104(D) PL FHWA 

80%

17 Section 104(D)  Total

18 Section 5303 Local 10%

19 Section 5303 NCDOT 10%

20 Section 5303 FTA 80%

21 Section 5303 FTA Total

Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln

442301 442301 442301 442301 442301 442301

II‐B‐7 II‐B‐8 II‐B‐9 II‐B‐10 II‐B‐11 II‐B‐14

Forecast of Future Travel Patterns Capacity Deficiency Analysis Highway Element of the MTP Transit Element of MTP Bicycle and Pedestrian Element of MTP Rail, Water or other Mode of MTP

Forecast roadway projects for each horizon year

Review and coordinate transportation 

improvements when needed.  Implement and 

review performance measures.

Forecast highway projects for each horizon year.  

Implement and review performance measures. 

Implement the issues raised through the 

Coordinated Comprehensive Transportation Plan 

(CCTP), and monitor the Transit Element of the 2045 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan and the USEPA 8‐

Hour Ozone Non‐Attainment Conformity Report.

Promote and maintain bicycle and pedestrian 

projects for each horizon year. Implement and 

review performance measures.

Work with NCDOT and consultants to further study 

the KM‐Gastonia‐CLT Commuter Rail opportunity. 

Work with Charlotte Area Transit System (CATS) on 

the expansion of light rail into Gaston County. Work 

with unit member local governments along river 

corridors to research and implement blueways. 

Implement and review performance measures.

Data input for Travel Demand Model
Capacity tables for transportation facilities MPO area

wide
Data input for Travel Demand Model

Implement policies and recommendations specified 

in the previous Transit & Corridor Studies. Staff will 

also work with Gastonia Transit and each of the 

three counties' demand response transit services to 

implement the Coordinated Comprehensive 

Transportation Plan (CCTP) recommended transit 

changes and work with CATS to improve express bus 

service.  

Updated GCLMPO Area Bicycle Route Map
Updated data and information for the 2045 Gaston 

Cleveland Lincoln MPO MTP

6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020

Ongoing As needed Ongoing Ongoing Ongoing

0 0 0 $14,000  0 0

The datasets compiled for the regional modeling 

effort will need to be forecasted to our horizon year 

and any other years determined necessary for air 

quality modeling purposes.  Several different land 

use scenarios may be studied.

Staff will utilize transportation modeling analysis to 

determine whether existing roadway segments are 

deficient in capacity flows.  This effort will primarily 

occur during the review of proposed land 

developments.

Staff will make any necessary adjustments and 

amendments to the adopted MTP and CTP based on 

corridor studies done to refine alignments. These 

changes need to be coordinated with all necessary 

governing boards and NCDOT. 

Work in this task code is related to work being done 

under the task codes "Transit System Data" (data 

collection) 

Staff will continue to work with NCDOT Division of 

Bicycle & Pedestrian Planning to update the 

GCLMPO Area bicycle route map. This map was 

completed in FY 2003‐2004 and adopted by the 

Transportation Advisory Committee. We will 

continue to encourage the design of future 

transportation improvements which accommodate 

alternate modes of transportation. 

Staff will continue to work with NCDOT and project 

consultants to further study the KM‐Gastonia‐CLT 

Commuter Rail opportunity. GCLMPO will also 

continue to work with Charlotte Area Transit System 

(CATS) on the expansion of light rail into Gaston 

County. In addition to rail efforts, MPO staff will 

work with unit member local governments along 

river corridors to research and implement blueways.

NCDOT & Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO NCDOT, & Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO

GCLMPO in conjunction with NCDOT Public 

Transportation Division, Gastonia Transit, demand 

response transit providers for Gaston Cleveland and 

Lincoln Counties and consultants (TBD).

Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO

$1,200 $800 $6,000 $5,000 $2,600

$4,800 $3,200 $24,000 $20,000 $10,400

$6,000 $4,000 $30,000 $25,000 $13,000

$1,400

$1,400

$11,200

$14,000



Table #4
Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO
Sections 104(D), SPR and 5303

FY 2019-2020 Funding Sources Table and Task Narratives
DRAFT

1 MPO Name

2 FTA Code

3 Task Code

4 Title of Planning Task

5 Task Objective

6
Tangible Product 

Expected

7
Expected Completion 

Date of Product(s)

8 Status

9 Prior FTA Funds

10
Relationship To Other 

Activities

11
Agency Responsible for 

Task Completion

12
SPR ‐ Highway ‐ NCDOT 

20%

13
SPR ‐ Highway ‐ FHWA 

80%

14 SPR Total

15
Section 104(D) PL Local 

20%

16
Section 104(D) PL FHWA 

80%

17 Section 104(D)  Total

18 Section 5303 Local 10%

19 Section 5303 NCDOT 10%

20 Section 5303 FTA 80%

21 Section 5303 FTA Total

Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln

442301 442301 442301 442301 442301 442301

II‐B‐15 II‐B‐17 II‐B‐18 III‐A III‐B III‐C‐2

Freight Movement/Mobility Planning Congestion Management Strategies Air Quality Planning/Conformity Analysis Planning Work Program Transportation Improvement Program Environmental Justice

Participate in ongoing discussions and 

implementation strategies for the recently 

completed Metrolina Regional Freight study

Conduct traffic congestion management actives 

when needed. Implement and review performance 

measures.

Work with community partners to submit successful 

CMAQ grant applications. Continue to monitor 

awarded CMAQ projects and assist local 

communities with implementation. Work with 

FHWA on conformity determination.

Prepare and implement an annual fiscal year UPWP.

Review all aspects of the MTIP & STIP to recommend 

changes when necessary. Implement and review 

performance measures.

Implement an aggressive environment justice 

awareness program and implement the GCLMPO 

Title VI Plan

Report documented freight traffic within the Gaston 

Cleveland Lincoln MPO area
Modeling output for land development proposals

Implement various measures and programs to 

decrease ozone and its component parts

An annual PWP that is comprehensive and beneficial 

to the Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO public

Funded TIP projects that demonstrate the greatest 

need

Title VI Plan that outlines Gaston Cleveland Lincoln 

MPO's Environmental justice efforts and standards

6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020

Ongoing Ongoing On‐Going Ongoing Monitor and Implement Ongoing

0 0 0 0 0 0

Further study will be conducted on rail and heavy 

truck freight traffic within the MPO area. 

Staff will work to preserve the functional integrity of 

the thoroughfare system by encouraging good 

access management practices. This will be done 

through coordination with municipal staffs and the 

development community. 

The MPO must make a determination as to the 

conformity of the MTP to the State Implementation 

Plan (SIP) for air quality .Staff will work with NCDOT 

Statewide Planning Branch and other appropriate 

agencies to complete this effort in 2020.

Preparation of the annual Planning Work Program 

(PWP), and all related activities, is the objective of 

this category, along with the preparation of detailed 

task outlines as required by the Federal Transit 

Administration.  

Under this task code, staff will prepare the biennial 

Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program 

(MTIP). Staff will evaluate any new projects during 

the current round of Prioritization and will meet all 

deadlines for the development of the next STIP.

Recipients of federal funds must comply with 

Executive Order 12898 regarding environmental 

justice. Staff will work to ensure public involvement 

of low‐income and minority groups in decisions 

making, prevent disproportionately high and 

adverse impacts on low‐income and minority groups 

and assure that a proportionate share of benefits 

are received.

Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO

         

         

$2,400 $2,000 $2,000 $2,000 $6,000 $3,450

$9,600 $8,000 $8,000 $8,000 $24,000 $13,800

$12,000 $10,000 $10,000 $10,000 $30,000 $17,250



Table #4
Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO
Sections 104(D), SPR and 5303

FY 2019-2020 Funding Sources Table and Task Narratives
DRAFT

1 MPO Name

2 FTA Code

3 Task Code

4 Title of Planning Task

5 Task Objective

6
Tangible Product 

Expected

7
Expected Completion 

Date of Product(s)

8 Status

9 Prior FTA Funds

10
Relationship To Other 

Activities

11
Agency Responsible for 

Task Completion

12
SPR ‐ Highway ‐ NCDOT 

20%

13
SPR ‐ Highway ‐ FHWA 

80%

14 SPR Total

15
Section 104(D) PL Local 

20%

16
Section 104(D) PL FHWA 

80%

17 Section 104(D)  Total

18 Section 5303 Local 10%

19 Section 5303 NCDOT 10%

20 Section 5303 FTA 80%

21 Section 5303 FTA Total

Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln Gaston Cleveland Lincoln

442301 442301 442301 442301 442301

III‐C‐6 III‐D‐3 III‐D‐4 III‐D‐5 III‐E

Public Involvement Special Studies Regional and Statewide Planning Corridor Protection Management & Operations

Increase and improve Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO 

Public Involvement efforts. Implement and review 

performance measures.

As additional funding becomes available, conduct 

transportation planning studies in the Gaston 

Cleveland Lincoln MPO area including but not limited 

to functional designs, corridor studies, and other 

studies as requested.  

Coordinate with regional transportation partners 

(CRAFT), MPO local governments, and NCDOT on 

regionally significant projects. Implement and 

review performance measures.

Continue to get ROW dedication and if possible 

construction of proposed widenings and new 

roadway construction of Gaston Cleveland Lincoln 

MPO thoroughfares

Perform Management duties of the Gaston 

Cleveland Lincoln MPO.  Maintain the Prospectus, 

Memorandum of Understanding and all other 

administrative agreements. Agreements and 

procedures will be updated if necessary.

Update the Public Participation Plan for the Gaston 

Cleveland Lincoln MPO area. Maximize public 

participation.

As additional funding becomes available, prepare 

transportation studies and complete functional 

designs for Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO 

transportation corridors

Regional Coordination ROW dedication and construction

Quarterly reports and grant drawdown requests. 

GCLMPO TCC and MPO Board Agenda packages. All 

policy and written materials generated from 

GCLMPO activities. 

6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020 6/30/2020

Ongoing Annually Ongoing Ongoing Ongoing

0 0 0 0 0

Staff will initiate and implement efforts to improve 

the Public Participation Process to better reflect 

current planning activities and to ensure an open 

exchange of information and ideas. Staff is in the 

process of moving the GCLMPO webpage to a new 

server, and will revise the existing webpage design, 

and maintain and update data and maps. MPO staff 

will work to improve social media efforts by actively 

distributing information on Twitter and Facebook.

Staff will continue to participate in activities of the 

Charlotte Regional Alliance for Transportation 

(CRAFT) and the North Carolina Association of MPOs. 

Regional planning efforts will include an update to 

the region's ITS Plan, as well as the completion of a 

Regional Transit Study.

Staff will work on a model right‐of‐way protection 

ordinance for new residential subdivisions. Staff will 

monitor conformance with the adopted GCLMPO 

Area Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) 

maps through the review of proposed site plans, 

subdivisions and rezoning for local governments. 

Attend meetings and prepare the agendas and 

meeting minutes for MPO boards and committees, 

document expenditures; file for reimbursement of 

expenditures; attend training sessions; and 

generally, manage all functions of the MPO. 

Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO Gaston Cleveland Lincoln MPO

      $18,750

      $75,000

$93,750

$4,183 $0 $8,750 $4,000

$16,730 $0 $35,000 $16,000

$20,913 $0 $43,750 $20,000



Member 
Jurisdiction

MPA 
Population 

(2010)

% of 
Total

Shared 
Local 

Match

State Share 
(5303 only)

Additional 
Local 

Match 
Special 
Projects 

Total 
Local 

Match

Belmont 10,076 2.63% $2,592 $2,592
Bessemer City 5,340 1.40% $1,374 $1,374
Boiling Springs 4,647 1.22% $1,196 $1,196
Cherryville 5,760 1.51% $1,482 $1,482
Cleveland County 63,866 16.70% $16,432 $16,432
Cramerton 4,165 1.09% $1,072 $1,072
Dallas 4,488 1.17% $1,155 $1,155
Gaston County 79,290 20.73% $20,400  $20,400
Gastonia 71,741 18.76% $18,458 $3,900 $3,900 $22,358
Kings Mountain 10,296 2.69% $2,649 $2,649
Lincoln County 67,779 17.72% $17,439 $17,439
Lincolnton 10,486 2.74% $2,698 $2,698
Lowell 3,526 0.92% $907 $907
Mount Holly 13,656 3.57% $3,514 $3,514
Ranlo 3,434 0.90% $884 $884
Shelby 20,323 5.31% $5,229 $5,229
Stanley 3,556 0.93% $915 $915
Total 382,429 100.00% $98,395 $3,900 $3,900 $102,295

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census

Voting Member Local Match Obligation by Population for FY 2019-2020                                                                        
DRAFT



   
 

Post Office Box 1748 150 South York Street 
Gastonia, North Carolina 28053 Gastonia, North Carolina 28052 
Phone (704) 854-6604 Fax (704) 869-1960 
 

 

Agenda Item #9 
 
To:  Board Members and Interested Persons  
From:  Randi P. Gates, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner 
Date:  March 28, 2019 
Subject: 2018-2027 MTIP Amendments 
 
 
BACKGROUND: The GCLMPO’s Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP) 
needs to be amended to reflect the following modifications that have been made to the 2018-
2027 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 
 

EB-5701 GASTON 
COUNTY 

US 29/74 (E FRANKLIN BLVD), SR 2200 (COX 
RD) TO CITY LIMITS. CONSTRUCT MISSING 
SIDEWALK ON NORTH SIDE. 
TO ALLOW ADDITIONAL TIME FOR 
PLANNING AND DESIGN DELAY ROW FROM 
FY 18 TO FY 19 AND CONSTRUCTION FROM 
FY 18 TO FY 21 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
    FY 19 - $116,000 (TA5200) 

        FY 19 -    $29,000 (L)  
CONSTRUCTION 

FY 21 - $875,000 (TA5200) 
        FY 22 - $219,000 (L) 
                   $1,239,000 

I-5713 GASTON 
COUNTY 

I-85, SR 2200 (COX RD) INTERCHANGE. 
CONSTRUCT INTERCHANGE IMPROVEMENTS. 
(COORDINATE WITH I-5719) 
DELETE AT THE REQUEST OF THE MPO 

 

R-2707G CLEVELAND 
COUNTY 

US 74 SHELBY BYPASS, WEST OF NC 226 TO 
WEST OF NC 150. PAVING 
DELETE SEGMENT. WORK ACCOMPLISHED 
UNDER R-2707C. PER PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT 

PAVING 
              FY 20 - $18,500,000 (T) 
                           $18,500,000 

U-2221C CLEVELAND 
COUNTY 

NC 180, SR 2052 TO NC 150. 
COST INCREASE EXCEEDING $2 MILLION AND 
25% THRESHOLDS 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
    FY 23 -   $7,600,000 (T) 

UTILITIES 
              FY 23 -      $900,000 (T)  
CONSTRUCTION 

FY 25 - $14,800,000 (T) 
                     $23,300,000 

U-2567 CLEVELAND 
COUNTY 

US 74 (DIXON BLVD), NC 150 (DEKALB 
STREET) INTERSECTION. CONSTRUCT 
INTERCHANGE. 
COST INCREASE EXCEEDING $2 MILLION AND 
25% THRESHOLDS 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
    FY 21 - $2,200,000 (T) 

UTILITIES 
                FY 21 -    $500,000 (T)  
CONSTRUCTION 

FY 24 - $6,367,000 (T) 
FY 25 - $6,366,000 (T) 
FY 26 - $6,367,000 (T) 

                           $21,800,000 
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U-5778 GASTON 
COUNTY 

NC 279 (LOWER DALLAS HWY), 
INTERSECTION OF NC 279 (LOWER DALLAS 
HWY) AND NC 275 (DALLAS STANLEY HWY). 
INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS 
DELETE. WORK TO BE ACCOMPLISHED 
UNDER PROJECT U-2523 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
 FY 20 -     $500,000 (T) 

UTILITIES 
                FY 20 -    $100,000 (T)  
CONSTRUCTION 

FY 21 - $1,200,000 (T) 
FY 22 - $1,200,000 (T) 

                             $3,000,000 

U-5800 GASTON 
COUNTY 

NC 7, INTERSECTION OF NC7/US 74 AND 
NC7/US 29. CONSTRUCT NORTHBOUND 
THROUGH LANE AND INTERSECTION 
IMPROVEMENTS. 
COST INCREASE EXCEEDING $2 MILLION AND 
25% THRESHOLDS 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
FY 19 -      $90,000 (T) 

CONSTRUCTION 
FY 21 - $4,000,000 (T) 

                         $4,090,000 

 
The GCLMPO’s MTIP also needs to be amended to include projects being submitted to NCDOT by 
Gastonia Transit. 
 
Each year, the City of Gastonia is allocated an apportionment from the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) under Section 5307 (Transit Operating and Capital assistance in urbanized 
areas). This grant supports the services provided by Gastonia Transit. The allocation of these 
funds are required to be approved in the local transportation plan, as well as the state 
transportation plan.   
 
The following table illustrates the project allocation that is being requested by Gastonia Transit. 
This was approved by the Gastonia City Council on January 22, 2019. The MTIP & STIP needs to 
be amended to correspond with the Council’s action. The funding levels below represent funding 
being requested for FY 2019. 
 

GCLMPO Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP) – Gastonia Transit 
Section 5307 Funds FY 2019 

FY 2019 Local Federal State Total 
Operating Expenses $805,000 $805,000 $0 $1,610,000 
ADA Paratransit Service $25,000 $100,000 $0 $125,000 
Preventative 
Maintenance $38,000 $150,000 $0 $188,000 
Bradley Station 
Addition $42,000 $126,000 $0 $168,000 
 
Transit App $13,000 $50,000 $0 $63,000 
Payment Kiosk $44,000 $175,000 0 $219,000 
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Transit Enhancements - 
Pedestrian Walkways $75,000 $344,000 $0 $419,000 
Transit Enhancements - 
Shelters $116,000 $467,000 $0 $583,000 
Total $1,158,000 $2,217,000 $0 $3,375,000 

 
As required by the GCLMPO’s Public Participation Process, a 30-day public comment period was 
held from February 1 – March 2, 2019. In addition, three public meetings were held. Two (2) 
comments were received regarding the 2018-2027 MTIP Amendments. 
 
TCC ACTION: Recommended approval as presented. 
 
BOARD ACTIONS REQUESTED:  

1. Approve responses to public comments received. 
2. Approve the 2018-2027 MTIP Amendments as presented. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Public Comments and Responses 
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MTIP Amendments / CTP Amendments / Draft FY 19-20 UPWP
Public Comments and Responses

Page 1

# Name Address E-Mail Phone Number
Date   

Received Project Name Comment Response

1 Randy Dees rjdees1@gmail.com 2/1/2019
MTIP Amendments                                                        
General Comment

What about obsolete,heavily traveled and DANGEROUS Chapel Grove and Linwood Rd in 
western Gastonia and Gaston County??!!
We pay taxes too and since the ONLY time we see any of you govt SERVANTS out here is 
when your goon squads set up their UN Constitutional road blocks.
This amounts to taxation WITHOUT representation!!

Thank you for your comments. GCLMPO staff will look into the potential of submitting Chapel 
Grove Rd. and/or Linwood Rd. for improvements during the next round of prioritization. NCDOT 
Division 12 has made staff aware of a funded safety project to improve the intersection of Chapel 
Grove Rd. and Linwood Rd.

2 Candy Harris 702 S. Government Street 
Lincolnton, NC 28092

northcarolinacandy@gmail.com 2/20/2019 MTIP Amendments                                                        
General Comment

Any public transportation in Lincoln county would be an improvement. All I see is a yard 
full of shiny new vehicles that NEVER move. You can’t get anywhere in Lincoln county 
without a car under any circumstances. Trust me I tried. I was a disabled veteran with 
cataracts and was housebound for 2 years. The current system is worthless. I want my 
money back. Don’t even bother doing the planning. Just give us a tax break.

Thank you for your comments. These will be shared with Transportation Lincoln County (TLC). We 
are hoping to get underway with a Regional Transit Plan this year that will address long-term 
corridor planning, near-term mobility options, funding options, land use best practices, and cross-
county coordination. 

3 Tim Murphy tmurphy@emberglowresorts.com  704-249-8381 2/21/2019
CTP Map Amendment                                         

Mount Holly

The segment between YMCA & Caldwell opens up developable land in the southern 
gateway that could provide a significant amount of tax revenue for the county and city. 
Unlike other developable land, this area has 7 different property owners and the road 
would cross 3-4 different properties. All of those owners are on different time schedules, 
and have different financial means which makes developing the land and building a road 
very difficult. Funding this segment would open up this area greatly. Currently there is 
valuable land that is landlocked and in a stalemate. Thank you for your consideration.

Thank you for your comments. These will be shared with the City of Mount Holly, NCDOT, and the 
MPO Board. GCLMPO staff and NCDOT Division 12 staff will be looking into the potential of 
submitting this project for funding during the next round of prioritization.

mailto:northcarolinacandy@gmail.com
mailto:tmurphy@emberglowresorts.com
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Agenda Item #10 

To: Board Members and Interested Persons 
From: Julio Paredes, Planner 
Date: March 28, 2019 
Subject: CTP Map Amendments 

BACKGROUND: The City of Mount Holly has submitted a request to amend the adopted 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) to include a recommended boulevard with a multi-use 
path from Tuckaseege Road to Caldwell Drive. In May 2018, the City of Mount Holly contracted 
with a Private Engineering Firm (PEF) to perform a transportation evaluation to determine the 
future transportation needs and identify future connections to accommodate anticipated growth 
within the area referred to as South Gateway. One recommendation from the evaluation is to 
provide a parallel route to NC 273 from Tuckaseege Road to Caldwell Drive. 

In addition, GCLMPO staff is requesting to amend the adopted CTP to include a recommended 
fixed guideway along US 29/74 from the Catawba River to Downtown Gastonia. This is in 
response to the MPO Board action to approve a Resolution of Support of the Charlotte Area 
Transit System’s (CATS) West Corridor extending into Downtown Gastonia. This will also help to 
validate the US 29/74 corridor being selected as the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) in the 
CATS West Corridor Study, and also aid in discussions with NCDOT regarding the inclusion of a 
future light rail in the designs for the bridge replacement projects for both the US 74 Catawba 
River Bridge and the US 74 South Fork Catawba River Bridge. 

As required by the GCLMPO’s Public Participation Process, a 30-day public comment period was 
held from February 1 – March 2, 2019. In addition, three public meetings were held. One (1) 
comment was received regarding the CTP Map Amendments. 

TCC ACTION: Recommended approval as presented. 

BOARD ACTIONS REQUESTED: 
1. Approve responses to public comments received. *Refer to pg. 39

2. Approve the CTP Map Amendments as presented. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. CTP Map Amendments
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Agenda Item #11 
 
To:  Board Members and Interested Persons  
From:  Randi P. Gates, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner  
Date:  March 28, 2019 
Subject: Garden Parkway - CTP 
 
 
BACKGROUND: Mr. Billy Packer made a presentation to the MPO Board on September 27, 2018 
regarding the Garden Parkway on the CTP and the Stagecoach Property. Tax records indicate that 
the Stagecoach Property was purchased by Stagecoach Ventures LLC (Mr. Billy Packer and others) 
in 1999. The following major points were made by Mr. Packer. GCLMPO responses are included 
in italics. 
 
1. Mr. Packer referenced the Map Act and property that he owned in Winston Salem and Union 

County and how the Map Act negatively impacted his ability to develop or sell his land. Mr. 
Packer also referenced Mr. Matthew Bryant and his work to appeal a decision regarding the 
Map Act to the State Supreme Court. 

a. What is the Transportation Corridor Official Map Act? 
1. A North Carolina law enacted by the General Assembly in 1987 
2. A planning tool – could be used by NCDOT, cities, counties, and MPOs for 

highways, railways, and public transit. 
3. Temporary restriction on development placed upon properties located within 

a proposed highway alignment. 
4. Environmental and design studies guide which proposed alignments are 

protected. 
5. Purpose of the protected corridor: 

a. Limit new development that could eliminate an otherwise desirable 
transportation route from consideration. 

b. Minimize additional residential or business relocations and disruptions 
to neighborhoods. 

c. Limit significant increases in future ROW costs associated with impacts 
to developed residential and commercial properties. 

6. The Map Act does NOT: 
a. Prohibit the use of residential or commercial property 
b. Restrict the ability to maintain existing buildings and other existing 

improvements 
c. Restrict the sale of property in the corridor 
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7. Tax benefits for property inside protected corridors: 
a. 80% reduction in tax rate on vacant property 
b. 50% reduction in assessed value for improved property 

8. Corridor map has to be filed with the Register of Deeds. 
a. Shelby Bypass (R-2707) was filed 5/25/2010; rescinded in July 2016 
b. A corridor map was never filed for the Garden Parkway 

9. Transportation Corridor Official Map Act rescinded in July 2016. 
 

2. Mr. Packer referenced the reduced number of lots due to the proposed Garden Parkway 
across the Stagecoach property and the cost to redo the site plan to reserve the potential 
ROW. 
a. On September 3, 1998, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) was approved by the City of 

Gastonia that does not require any reservation of ROW for the proposed development. 
This CUP is still valid. 

b. March 19, 2018 – Randi Gates received an email from D.R. Horton inquiring about the 
Garden Parkway. Back and forth emails included the following response: 

1. The Garden Parkway is still a listed project (unfunded) in the MPO’s 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), previously known as the Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP). Although no longer named the “Garden Parkway”, 
the proposed project is shown on the current GCLMPO Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan (CTP), previously known as the Thoroughfare Plan. The 
roadway, if re-established as a funded project in the future would have to have 
a new Environmental Impact Study (EIS) completed, and a new centerline 
identified. 

2. This is for information only. The approved CUP (approved under the City of 
Gastonia’s old zoning ordinance) does not require any dedication of ROW for 
this proposed thoroughfare. 

c. Early January 2019 – Randi Gates spoke to Matt St. Amand with St. Amand & Efird Law 
regarding the Stagecoach Property and the proposed thoroughfare. Mr. St. Amand 
stated that he was working with a new potential developer for the Stagecoach 
Property. Mr. St. Amand was not overly concerned with the proposed thoroughfare 
due to the fact that the adopted CUP allows for development with no ROW reservation 
and understood that the location for the proposed thoroughfare could shift upon a 
new EIS. 

d. Current – A new builder is currently working with the City of Gastonia to move forward 
with the development of the Stagecoach Property under the approved CUP. 
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3. Mr. Packer stated that the proposed Garden Parkway thoroughfare shown on the 
GCLMPO’s CTP has not been approved by anyone. 
a. The most recent GCLMPO CTP was adopted by the MPO Board on December 7, 2016, 

recommended by the NCDOT-Transportation Planning Branch on February 13, 2017, 
and adopted by the NCDOT Board of Transportation on March 9, 2017. 

b. The Garden Parkway is also included in CRTPO’s CTP as a recommended boulevard. 
c. What is the Comprehensive Transportation Plan? 

1. Mutually agreed upon needs 
2. The CTP does not include specific transportation projects or improvement 

schedules, but instead represents the status or completeness of the 
comprehensive transportation system that may be required to support 
anticipated growth and development. 

3. By establishing the region’s future transportation needs, the CTP offers an 
organized way to identify, and eventually prioritize, the transportation projects 
that may be built in the communities within the GCLMPO area. 

4. CTP projects shown as “Needs Improvement” or “Recommended” could 
become a funded project in the future, part of a development project, or may 
never become a funded project. 
 

4. Mr. Packer stated that the Garden Parkway was being proposed as a 2-lane facility west 
of US 321, so less ROW should be required. 
a. Per the Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Garden Parkway, 

“at this time based on available information, the North Carolina Turnpike Authority 
(NCTA) is planning on initially constructing the entire length of the project (I-485 to I-
85) with 4-lanes from I-485 to US 321 and 2-lanes from US 321 to I-85. The section 
from US 321 to I-85 would be upgraded to 4-lanes by 2035.” 
 

5. Mr. Packer referenced a postcard that was sent out to all property owners along the 
Garden Parkway corridor saying that “the road will never be built.” 
a. The postcard (attached) stated that “with the new STI law…the project scored poorly 

and therefore moved down on the list of projects for potential construction funding” 
and “activities for the project have stopped. The project is no longer in the STIP and 
the local MPO has removed it from its MTIP.” 

b. The MTIP has to match the STIP, therefore when the STIP was amended, the MPO was 
required to amend the MTIP. 

c. The project continued to be included in the GCLMPO’s long range transportation plans. 
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Additional Information: 
6. The GCLMPO staff noted that the selected centerline and ROW area for the previously 

funded Garden Parkway was a highlighted layer on the Gaston County Online GIS Map. 
a. On behalf of the GCLMPO and Chair Scott Neisler, Randi submitted a letter to the 

Gaston County Manager on January 3, 2019 requesting that the Garden Parkway 
layers be removed from the County’s Online GIS Map for the following reasons: 

1. The Garden Parkway is an unfunded project that is shown on the GCLMPO’s 
CTP. 

2. CTP projects shown as “Needs Improvement” or “Recommended” could 
become a funded project in the future, part of a development project, or may 
never become a funded project. 

3. The Garden Parkway Centerline and ROW Area that is shown on the County’s 
Online GIS Map is misleading, as it represents what was a funded project. 

4. The proposed thoroughfare, if re-established as a funded project in the future, 
would go back through the EIS process with a new centerline defined. 

5. The Gaston County Online GIS map does not include any other proposed 
thoroughfares as part of the GCLMPO’s CTP, thus the Garden Parkway should 
be treated the same. 

b. The removal of the Garden Parkway layers from the County’s Online GIS Map was 
approved by the Gaston County Board of Commissioners on January 22, 2019 and 
were removed that very same day. 

 
7. Continued need for a southern transportation corridor: 

a. Garden Parkway purpose: to improve east-west transportation mobility in the 
area around the City of Gastonia, between Gastonia and the Charlotte 
metropolitan area, and particularly to establish direct access between the rapidly 
growing area of southeast Gaston County and western Mecklenburg County. 

b. The need to improve east-west travel in the Gaston County area and to provide 
improved connectivity between southern Gaston County and Mecklenburg 
County are demonstrated by the following existing and projected conditions: 

i. Poor levels of service along I-85 and US 29/74 
ii. Above average accident rates along existing corridors 

iii. Diminished regional transportation system operations and poor 
connectivity  

c. The EIS for the Garden Parkway noted that “improvements to I-85…result in 
additional traffic volumes being attracted to I-85.” 
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d. The EIS for the Garden Parkway also noted that the “EIS adequately demonstrates 
that improving I-85 or other area roadways cannot effectively meet the stated 
project purpose.” 

e. The need to connect southern Gaston County and western Mecklenburg County 
is supported by the local land use plans and long range transportation plans and 
demonstrated by travel demand modeling. 

f. Residential growth projected in southern Gaston County and residential and 
employment growth in western Mecklenburg County will continue to increase 
demand for improved connectivity and east-west mobility since there is a lack of 
east-west routes in southern Gaston County and a lack of connections to 
Mecklenburg County. 

g. The Garden Parkway was identified as a Strategic Highway Corridor (SHC). 
h. Plans to improve east-west mobility in southern Gaston County and western 

Mecklenburg County through construction of a new location roadway have been 
discussed by GCLMPO (formally the Gaston Urban Area MPO) since the late 1980’s 
and CRTPO (formally the Mecklenburg Union MPO) since the early 1990’s. In 1991, 
the project concept was included in GUAMPO’s Thoroughfare Plan. In 1994, 
MUMPO adopted a Thoroughfare Plan that included the project. 

i. When the purpose and need for the Garden Parkway project was initially 
developed in 2002, the planning horizon year was 2025. The 2002 version of the 
project’s purpose and need was based on traffic forecasts for 2025. The travel 
demand model used for the 2008 update to the project’s purpose and need 
(Metrolina Regional Model) had a planning horizon of 2030. Both the 2025 and 
2030 forecasts predicted increasing traffic volumes on the Project Study Area’s 
major roadway network over existing conditions. The same is true today. 

j. Garden Parkway Draft EIS included various alternative concepts, with one being 
to improve the existing roadways: 

i. Improve Existing Roadways Alternative.  Two alternatives to improve 
existing roadways, known as Scenario 4 and Scenario 8, were evaluated in 
the Draft EIS (Section 2.2.6).  These scenarios involve variations in widening 
I-85 to eight and ten lanes as well as various improvements to US 29-74 
and north-south feeder routes.  Both non-toll and toll options were 
evaluated.  These alternatives would not improve travel times, mobility, 
access, or connectivity within southern Gaston County nor between 
southern Gaston County and Mecklenburg County. As such, the Improve 
Existing Roadways Alternative would not meet the project’s purpose and 
need.  These alternatives also would result in travel delays during 
construction, long construction duration, and community disruption 
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caused by the required improvements to existing I-85.  There are no 
controlled-access routes between Gaston and Mecklenburg Counties that 
could serve as an alternate route to I-85 during construction. 

k. Even with the funded projects along I-85 and US 29/74, a southern transportation 
corridor is still needed.  

l. GCLMPO and CRTPO staff have submitted a request for SPR Funding to NCDOT-
TPD to complete a feasibility study for the Catawba Crossings project (I-485 to NC 
279). One of the tasks included in the draft RFP is to determine the appropriate 
timeframe to extend the project further west from its current anticipated 
terminus at NC 279 to I-85 or further north to US 321. 
 

8. Comments received from NCDOT-TPD on this issue: 
a. The Strategic Highway Corridor Policy (that included the Garden Parkway) has 

been superseded by the Strategic Transportation Corridors (STC) Policy. If we were 
to remove the Garden Parkway in its entirety from the CTP, this would also remove 
the Catawba Crossings Project (From NC 273 to NC 279), which is included in the 
fiscally-constrained 2045 MTP. Removal of this project would require that we redo 
the air quality conformity. The best way to gain valuable data (including modeled 
information) for the Garden Parkway alignment (from I-85 to I-485) is to tie it into 
the feasibility study for the Catawba Crossings project (I-485 – NC 279). 
 

TCC ACTION: Recommended that the Garden Parkway remain on the GCLMPO’s CTP. 
 

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: Approve the Garden Parkway to remain on the GCLMPO’s CTP. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Referenced Postcard 
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Agenda Item #12a 
 
To:  Board Members and Interested Persons  
From:  Randi P. Gates, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner  
Date:  March 28, 2019 
Subject: 2019 Ethics Filings 
 
 
GCLMPO Board Members (Primary and Alternates), 
 
It is time to file your 2019 Statements of Economic Interest (SEI) and Real Estate Disclosure (RED) 
forms! You have until April 15th to file either the Long Form or the No-Change Form. It is 
recommended that you file electronically. For electronic filers, the RED form has been 
incorporated into the SEI questions for 2019. Please see information below: 
 
Statement of Economic Interest (SEI) electronic filing is now available.  You can access electronic 
filing by going to this link https://ethics.ncsbe.gov/sei/default.aspx. Filers will no longer be 
required to use NCID to access electronic filing.  Filers will need to create a new account and can 
do so by selecting the link above, “Go to Electronic Filing” then select “Create a New 
Account”.  Creating an account is fast and easy.  Once the account is created you will have access 
to electronic filing. 
 
For best results, we recommend using the following browser versions for completion of your 
electronic SEI: 

• Microsoft Windows: 
o Chrome version 69.0.3497.100 and above (locate version: Help, then About) 
o Internet Explorer version 11 and above (locate version: Tools, then About IE) 
o Edge version 16.16299 and above (locate version: Settings, then Edge HTML) 
o Firefox version 64.0.2 and above (locate version: Help then About Firefox) 

• Apple Macintosh: OS X Yosemite 10.10.5 and above (Safari, then About Safari) 
• Apple iPad: iOS version 12.0.1 and above (iPad 4 and above) (locate version: Settings, 

then General, then About) 
• Apple iPhone: 12.1.2 and above (iPhone 5s and above) (locate version: Settings, then 

General, then About) 
 
If you have questions, please contact the NC Ethics Commission at (919) 814-3600. 
 

 
 
 

https://ethics.ncsbe.gov/sei/default.aspx
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Agenda Item #12e 
 
To:  Board Members and Interested Persons 
From:  MPO Staff 
Date:  March 28, 2019 
Subject: Area Transit Systems Ridership Update 
 

 

   Gastonia Express Bus Ridership Trends 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Avg.
Jan 4,795 5,094 5,574 5,577 4,426 3,873 4,451 4,382 3,581 3,588 2,881 3,131 3,021 3,758 3,701
Feb 4,500 4,749 5,613 5,306 4,553 4,279 4,213 4,266 3,372 3,155 3,386 3,155 3,289 3,686
March 5,096 5,284 5,881 5,527 5,407 4,844 4,161 4,165 3,348 4,021 3,754 3,614 3,587 4,043
April 4,177 5,175 6,427 5,386 5,077 4,370 4,031 4,205 3,444 3,882 3,303 2,833 3,391 3,854
May 5,323 5,705 6,440 4,859 4,666 4,530 4,240 4,328 3,544 3,349 3,249 3,002 3,623 3,920
June 5,068 5,522 7,020 5,221 5,163 4,419 3,857 3,858 3,743 3,584 3,473 3,090 3,158 3,968
July 4,713 5,776 7,408 5,206 5,343 3,982 4,172 4,181 3,791 3,461 2,974 2,623 3,232 3,974
Aug 5,681 6,745 6,775 4,838 5,371 5,394 4,978 4,221 3,821 3,597 3,571 3,210 3,712 4,344
Sept 4,996 5,760 7,038 4,880 4,870 4,692 3,490 3,987 3,487 3,246 3,194 2,597 3,111 4,012
Oct 5,164 6,743 6,932 5,104 4,644 4,608 4,616 4,271 3,083 3,657 3,293 3,194 3,801 4,255
Nov 4,680 5,637 5,245 4,252 4,013 4,273 4,144 3,493 3,083 3,222 3,043 2,676 3,424 3,679
Dec 3,863 4,296 5,158 4,248 3,574 3,689 3,541 3,256 3,312 2,790 2,594 2,465 2,622 3,300
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Gastonia Transit Bus Ridership Trends 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Avg.
Jan 21,934 23,796 23,296 18,436 20,498 19,373 23,798 24,202 22,764 23,221 16,892 15,917 13,451 13,911 20,106
Feb 19,725 19,472 23,455 18,380 20,138 21,338 24,528 24,566 20,422 18,732 19,743 18,203 15,082 12,777 19,754
March 22,782 23,637 21,433 18,187 22,883 24,003 25,551 24,064 22,049 21,326 20,556 19,460 16,246 21,706
April 20,556 21,339 22,823 19,405 22,148 22,433 23,422 23,536 22,982 21,499 19,417 15,478 15,574 20,816
May 23,652 24,006 23,628 19,869 20,807 22,642 24,206 23,646 23,811 20,223 17,714 17,203 15,767 21,321
June 23,096 22,961 24,896 21,042 23,417 25,090 23,884 22,960 23,768 24,080 19,812 16,711 15,287 22,077
July 21,377 23,083 26,136 21,595 22,615 18,130 23,293 24,473 24,587 22,129 18,026 14,844 14,602 21,145
Aug 24,811 25,308 25,428 21,800 24,432 26,746 28,223 27,164 26,897 21,844 20,474 18,129 17,907 23,782
Sept 22,378 22,159 24,539 22,236 24,182 23,770 25,028 24,238 22,522 21,622 19,990 16,398 14,216 21,791
Oct 24,067 25,273 26,136 23,169 24,243 24,116 30,064 26,942 24,971 22,237 19,939 17,577 16,267 23,462
Nov 22,316 22,328 17,665 20,858 23,266 22,779 25,818 21,852 19,708 19,466 18,542 15,441 13,383 20,263
Dec 22,125 21,529 18,637 22,037 22,532 24,134 23,661 22,630 22,014 21,420 17,569 14,321 11,599 20,324
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Transportation Administration Cleveland County Transit Bus Ridership Trends 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Avg.
Jan 5,073 4,249 5,511 4,965 5,613 5,082
Feb 3,856 5,198 5,383 5,105 5,246 4,958
March 5,469 5,484 5,906 5,494 5,588
April 5,404 4,938 5,102 5,377 5,205
May 5,121 4,991 6,087 5,471 5,418
June 5,637 5,690 6,153 5,263 5,686
July 4,853 5,503 5,740 5,522 5,051 5,334
Aug 4,877 5,347 6,525 6,945 5,848 5,908
Sept 5,297 5,554 5,943 5,303 5,182 5,456
Oct 5,891 5,750 5,919 5,860 5,967 5,877
Nov 4,768 4,945 5,906 5,377 5,100 5,219
Dec 4,684 4,867 5,523 4,715 4,271 4,812
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Transportation Lincoln County 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Avg.
Jan 6,008 5,144 4,162 5,001 4,914 5,448 5,113
Feb 5,807 4,258 4,892 5,001 5,527 5,483 5,161
March 6,317 5,787 5,494 5,943 5,810 5,870
April 7,117 5,592 5,079 5,000 5,859 5,729
May 7,081 5,080 5,100 5,699 5,855 5,763
June 6,492 5,662 4,887 5,784 5,631 5,691
July 6,223 5,658 5,387 4,948 5,144 5,431 5,465
Aug 6,161 5,481 5,298 5,629 5,945 6,103 5,770
Sept 5,849 5,735 5,176 5,266 5,185 5,051 5,377
Oct 7,912 6,025 5,210 5,532 5,956 6,294 6,155
Nov 6,186 4,637 4,769 5,179 5,174 5,384 5,222
Dec 5,767 5,149 4,854 4,922 5,094 4,963 5,125
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Gaston County ACCESS 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Avg.
Jan 11,368 11,760 8,859 9,067 8,229 9,857
Feb 10,295 8,900 10,623 9,929 9,666 9,883
March 12,379 11,939 11,245 10,777 9,448 11,158
April 12,299 12,215 11,379 9,197 9,270 10,872
May 11,927 11,559 11,945 10,914 9,831 11,235
June 10,136 11,080 10,527 9,353 8,350 9,889
July 11,819 10,872 9,923 8,340 8,517 9,193 9,777
Aug 11,780 10,831 9,328 10,332 9,981 9,476 10,288
Sept 11,661 11,161 9,705 10,032 8,943 3,988 9,248
Oct 13,838 13,022 10,607 10,502 9,025 5,257 10,375
Nov 10,583 10,016 8,988 9,422 8,658 4,745 8,735
Dec 10,176 10,615 8,985 8,597 7,475 3,287 8,189
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